18 |1’ Searched all Jerusalem’s costliest marts .
L1 In guest of nards, whose pungent arts

il 1%3: };bqar;egsstm—_;ﬁxgme, aiJroa.d,,
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. Myrrh Bearers.
BY‘ &MAAMARET J. PRESTON.

| THR®R women crept, at break of day,
i Agrope along the shadowy way

. Where Joseph’s tomb and garden lay.
o Eachin her throbbing bosom bore

" Abarden of such ftagrant store,
As never there had laid before:
Spices, the purest, richest, best,

* That e’er the musky East possessed,

* From Ind to Araby the Blest.

‘Hag they, with sorrow-riven hearts,

! "Should the dead sepulchre imbue
With vital odours through and through:
¢ +'Twasg all their love had leave to do!
; Christ did not need their gifts; and yet
 Did either Mary once regret
. Zer offering ? Did Salome fret
Over those unused aloes? Nay!
They did not count as waste that day

, §  What they had brought their Lord. The

L way

‘ Home secmed the path to heaven. They bear
g“lenceforth about the robes they wear

: The clinging perfume everywhere.

1% ministering, as erst did these,

: Go women forth by twos and threes

| (Unmindful of their morning ease),
_~Th1‘0ugh tragic darkness, murk and dim,
Where’er they see the faintest rim

. . Of promise—all for sake of him

Who rose from J oseph’s tomb. They hold
- 1t just such joy as those of old,

To tell the tale the Marys told.

at-paths have holy women trod,
Burdened with votive gifts for God—
Rare gifts, whose chiefest worth was priced

11" By this one thought, that all had suffered ;

Their spices have been bruised for Christ.
A Word on Easter Eggs.

Tue Pashka, or paste egg, is literally
- n egg used at the Passover, and was

¥ very likely an idea borrowed from the

- Bigyptians, who, in common with other
‘Rations of antiquity, regarded the egg

"8 an emblem of creative power.
There is no difficulty either 1in
“tracing the hold the Jewish name for

1 the-Raster eggs has obtained throngh-

'8 many (enturies in our common
. English tongue. Passover and Easter
Occur about the same time of year.
I"Ol'merly the two feasts began on the

41| Same day, and when there was an

alteration made in the dates there
“¥ere a number of Christians strong
‘®nough to form a sect kpown as
Pagchites, who held fixedly to the
Opinion that Easter should be kept on
the fourteenth day of the moon, 1o
Watter what day of the week that
Wight be.

| The position taken by the Paschites
. Bave rise to long disputes. One of the
,;NPGS, about the end of the second
Sntury, tried to settle the affair by
- ®Xcommunicating all who celebrated

! “aater on any other day than Sunday.

Ut papal anathemas were of no avail,
nd it was not until the decree of the
Iqi%ne Council that the matter was
 Yittled by the acceptance of Sunday,
nd the additional arrangement that
Hem. the fourteenth day of the moon
‘;fel] on the first day of the week, Easter
Yag nat. to be observed until the follow-
week.

they take one anqtl.;er
"1 the one of them saith,

‘certainly, and a con

These decrees did not’ affect the
question of eggs, however.. T}.ley hzfd
been used by Europesan. nations an
connection with the new year, as
symbolizing & fresh start in life, and
when the date of the new year was
put back from the vernal equinox to
the winter solstice, the Feast of Eggs
was not shifted with it, but remained
a part of the unwritten rites of Easter.

The Greek Church attaches-a great
deal of meaning to the egg at Easter-

| tide. The custom in Russia has varied

very little from what is said c:f it in a
book published in London, in ‘1-'589,
where it stated that the Russians,
« Every yeere, against Easter, die or
colour red with Brazzel (B,azi% wood) a
great number of Eggs, of which every
man and woman giveth one unto the
of the parish upon Easter Day

riest
P moregver, the

in the morning. And

common people carry in their hands

one of these red eggs, not only upon |

Faster Day, but also three or four
days after, and gentlemen anq gentle-
women have gilded eggs, which the:y
cacry in like manner. They use this
custom, they say, for a grga,t lgre and
in token of the pesurrectlton, v;h-er:g:
they rejoyce.. For when two irie
i Easter . Holydays
meete during the " b gand;
‘;Th;e Lor d jS
ion? ‘and the other answereth, ‘It
;.sls::«’)f a truth’; and then they kiss and
exchange €ggs, both men al;d;,\f’omen
continuing kissing for four d.aj.rs.. '
Kissing in the Russian deminlons 18
not so general now as three hundred
years ago, but the eggs are still handed
the words of greeting are

about and : '
unaltered—<Christ, is risen,” being
met with the response, «Jtisso of a

truth.” o
Eggs are also exchanged ceremon-
asly cece at Easter and through-

jously in Gr
out éerma.ny, where, however, Easter

cards are more used among grown up
folk, the hunting of eggs %hrough hguuse
and . garden being & delight ,specmrdy
reserved for children. These cards
have been in use among .the Ge}'mans
for a long time. Tb.ere is one in the
British Museum which represents a
basket in which are three eggs decor-
ated with pictureé illustrative of the
all being upheld by three
e centre egg is the Agnus
Dei, with & chalice, representing faith ;
over the others aré emfblems of hope
and charity. Beneath is a legend,
¢ i are three, )
"I‘lial:e%gfj ;l;)?;g:xxt you three Ea.ste'x:teggg.-,
Faith and Hope, together with Charity.
Never lose from the heart God
Faith to the Church’; Hope,:n v
And love him to thy death. | '
The precisé date the Easter ei’;i
found its way into England cannot b
determined, but certainly -befqre t o
time of Edward I, for 'i!? tbe Ahoqs:;;
hold expense book gf t!la?; m;;fz‘rtg
there is this item in Latin for : a;gf g;
Sunday: “Four hundred and a gh
eighteen pence”——cheap .enoug
S trast to the price

resurrection,
hens. Over th

at the present time..

Some of the superstitious rites per-
taining to the egg at this season are
retained in various parts of the country,
but divested, of course, of the peculiar
significance which we attached to them
in the days of compulsory education.
Egg rolling, which was formerly in-
dulged in under the notion that the
farm lands on which it was practised
would be gure to yield abundantly at
harvest time, has now become a sport.

" The very colouring of the eggs has
nowan artistic meaning only ; formerly
it was a sacred sign. k I
no longer thought to be good for ail-
ments; nobody preserves them as
charms ; it is no longer supposed that
eggs laid on Easter Day will keep fresh
longer or will result in fowls of the
choicest kind. Yet it cannot be said
that the interest has diminished with

the more practical view we 'now take |:

of old customs. -~

much as they were centuries ago, and
the gilding, which is as ancient, at
least, as Greek mythology, is also kept
up, while, thqugh the sacred and mys-
terious meaning which 4for.nrle‘rly in-
vested them belongs to an age when

the common people had no. literature, |’
and & peasant who ‘could read'was a |-

prodigy, yet the Christian mugt ever
feel a fresh springing of the heart with

the coming of that-day of days which |
commemorates the resurfrectidi'of the |,

Lord of lords and King of kings.—
L. P. L., in Demorest Monthiy. -
—s
- The Message.

BY A. L. B.

So rEAD the page of sacred meaning
To one who #oiight with prayerful gleaming
The guidance of the Spirit;
Whose gentle touch, like angels® wings,
Woke in her heart the song that sin
To all who list to hear it.

The song whose ringing echoes sound

Down all the ages circling round '
The Star of Bethlebem ; B

The peace on earth, to men good-will,

Which shepherds heard, give to us atill
A Saviour, as to them. .

Now, for the sake of him who died,

Whose bleeding hands and pierced side
Point out the way forme;

1 fain would give my life,”. she said,

Walk in the path his footateps led, '
Up rugged Calvary. o

s« Bear with my cross the balm and spice
Which faithful love and sacrifice

Shed round each earthly tomb;
Led through the dark by faith alone,
Not knowing who shall roll the stone

In the morning’s cold gray gloom. _ =
s¢«Content if it is mine to hear __

My Master’s voice in accents clear
Say to me, ‘Go and tell,’

And kindred, friends and home must be
Left with a long farewell.”

-

You never get to the end of Christ’s
words.. - They pads into proverbs, they
pass into laws, they pass into ‘doctrines,
they pass inta counsolations, but they

pever pass awiy ; and after all the use’

that is made of them,:t",he‘ayf@ie’ s,f,ill not
exhausted.—Dean Stanley. .

Easter éggs are

Fggs continue to be stained very

Easter.:
BY REV. MARK TRAPFON,

THERE is silence in the city, while the mid-

night hours roll by; . - : :
The deed was done which shook the earth,

and darkened all the sky§ - .-+ -
The Victim, bruised and mangled, sleepin

calmly in the gloom; Sty
The sentry slowly treads his beat before the

sealed tomb. Co e

Alonlg the east a line of lightiprophetic softly

ay 3 : R

Night plumes her sable wings forflight, before
the coming day; - A '

When suddenly a blinding fiash burst on the
gloom profound, I

And down the smitten sentrigs sank, as dead
men, to the ground. o

The ponderous stone, with life instinct, before
its Maker’s nod : )

Moved back, and on if sat aform in brightness
as a god; : ’

Forth walked: the pierced and’ crucified in
majesty divitte, v

On his marred countenance in full the God-
head’s glorigs shine. o

In a lone upper chamber a sad bapdvugll
képt, et )
And slowly passed the weary hours, as gtill
they mourned and wept; .
*“We trusted it were he,” they sighed, ““but
ah! our dreams are fled; - '
The cherished hepes of kingly reign dre
slunbering with the dead.” .

Tist! to those hurrying footsteps along th
silent street, . f w oég , °
‘And up the darkened stairway a rush of flying

feet,

:And Mary bursts into the room, and on ﬂ:éir
startled ears '

The cry is flung, * He's risen” and her voice | ‘

ishoked @b teardi L el
O earth ! 80 iilled' with’ sb'&o‘v,%h 'w'*rong,
and crime, and ain,. . : .
Shut in the tomb of ignorance, with guilt and:
dead within, “ P and
Down through “revolving ‘ages échoes that
WDInaR's cry,— .. i

“He's risen!” Ho, ye sleepers, wake! in
death no longer lie!

WE have alrgady temperance text-
books for, ,sthqg.l‘,s intended to impress
fundamental, temperance . doctrines:

.| upon the youtly'in attendance; and now

the Women’s ‘Christian Temperance

o Union, in. California publishes a serfes
| of M*i_th‘me‘ticq{quesﬁons for a similar’
| purpose. 'The examples deal with

temperance statistics. We have often

| thotight that temperance copy-bopks.

would be a valuable acquisition, in-the
same-line, Thus the scholars might:

| be taught to write the strongest kind

of temperance ‘sentiments, :such as
* Aleohol destroys:both body and soul :*
% Beer contains only ,——per eent»:)f :
nourishment ;” - ““Look not upon “the
wine when it 1s red;” “ Wine is a.
mooker, strong drink is raging.” The

Thongh the ‘brethren’ dwell beyond the m" blphabet would soon be exhausted.

A MAN once took a piece of white
cloth to'a dyet, to have it dyed black.
He was s0 pleased with the result that, |
after a time; héiwent back to the dyex"'
with a piece of black cloth, and asked
to have it dyed white. - But the dyes’
answerell, #A" piéte of ‘cloth, i JHike, a;

 tnan’s.eputation ;:it caw bedyed black,

but it cannot be made WHitH AgitH.” .
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