
UNION 0F TIIE COLONIES 0F BRITISIL NORTIL AMEIRICA.

carryiing on tuec w-ar; thie protracted and suc
cessfti resistance of' Soth Carolina, to thi

confdcrnedlauthioiities, upon tuie tari:
question of 1832-a resistance ichel becaîn
stuceessf'il threuigh nets of' open rebeliion, o1
thie part of that State ;ali the "«inelaiichol:
aceknowledIgilent" mlade ",y a nienibcr of tli
Washiingtoii (Jabinet,, but a foiw years sinc
te a I3ritishi Mmlnistcr, thiat thie Pederal Gov
erninelnt found itself unable to restrain th,
piratical espeditions cf Louiisiana. The po
pulation of thie United States is sc.atterei
erer -in immense an( prodiuctive territory
afrording to ail abundant facilities for pro
vi(ling for thecir îïîost pressing w-ants, an(
liindleriilg- those elnshings of vital interest:
wlikh convulse seiety ani endanger iti

peace, in mure denseiy popuiated eountries
thle frontiers of tixat republie are in eontac
Iwith tlie territories of ne hostile and dan
gerous pover; and its histery, as an irtde
pendent power, lias net yet extended over -
period of three-quarters of a century. Thc
fedleral Constitution lias, thierefore, net becai
fairly trîed, in thiat republic; and the partial
trial w-hich iL lias hiad, lias been under thic
iniost favorable circuinstances. The resulte
of that partial trial are, aliythin- but favor-
able to the reputation of suclia, constitution;
and whlenl the inevitabie progress cf events
shial subjeet tuie United States te thiose in-
terna], social convulsions and complications
of foreigu relations w-hidi have proved thie
ninst trying erde-al cf ail governiments, in
eider nations, we hiave eertainly good -rounds
for bleieviing tliat tliat constitution, if iL suiait
hiave existed se long, w-lit bc found utterly
inadequate te the -ants of tule ceuutry.

On turning te the other side of thc ques-
tion, m-e filnd that the benefits derived froni
a Federal Constitution, are patent-se..i mueli
se as te be discernable by thc niest superfi-
cial observer-and are traceable te a single
cause. The evil effeets, ivhlen earried te an
extreine, of the principie of cectralization in
carrying on the opeî-atiens of governinent,
are w-cil know-n. The loeal interests ef every
section of the ceuntry censiderablyrmoe
frein the centre of autliority, aîust, under
an uitra centralizatien systeni, suifer severe-
iy. Thie federal systeni, by dividing the
ceuntry into certain sections, and giving te

encli the management, te a great'extent, of
e its ew-n local aifairs, lins a directiy opposite
iR tendeney, and dees net conduce te thie pros-
e perity of any one of those sections at the ex-
n pense of the othiers. Vie miode ef its ope-
y ration te produce this efti.ct, is tee obviens
c te require expianation. T%-o filidher obser-

,vations niust be innde, how-ever, in conac-
tien ivith tiîis brandi of tie subjeet. Firsi,

e thiis management of local aifairs is, iii eci
- Case, conducted by a pow-er -%vhichi, at the
1 saine tinie, exercises certain othier functions

lighlly dectriniiental te tlho w-elf.ire cf thc na-
*tien at large, as already shiow-n. Secondly,

i tliese purely local afluîirs can, it is quite ob-
s vions, be inanagcd equnliy w-cii, if net mueh
3better, by a local pow-er net endew-ed w-ith
these objectienabie fanctiens.

Tic preceding reînarks have reference only
te sueli a Constitution as ive find in opera-

-tien in tic United States of Aierien, net
becauser sucli a oue is the formi inost ubuahly
adepted by Confederatins-it being, iii
strict peint of fact, net a Federal Constitu-
tien at ail ; but because it is thoie Iast eh-
jectionabte, -witlî reference te tue case of
B3ritishî America, of any whichi have tîitiîerte,
borne tliat naine. Neariy every former Cou-
federation, besides having been formed with
reference oiîiy te thc foreign relations of the
*Union, lins combincd States having an en-
tirely distinct natienality.

TMien as te a Federal Union such ns thiat of
the United States, the inferenees intended te
ho draiwn from the foregoing remarks are,
tliat sueli a Union, if attempted, w-ould ho)
repugnant te the feelings of the several Pro-
vincial legisiatures; tlîat, if net se repug-
nant te tie Colonies, such a uni..rn conid net
gro inte eperation cxcept hy virtue of a di-
vesture of authority, on the part of thc Mo-
ther Country, -wlictî is of a prebleniatical
occurrence; thnt, supposing this condition
fulfilled, snch a union could be eifccted en]y
by a radical chiange in the Provincial Con-
stitutions, making tiîat of tue elective body,
and tiiose of tue varieus, subordinate Pro-
vinces, aIl essentiahly different from tue con-
stitution -ili now prevails in cach ; that,
if effected, thiere is ne prebability of its work-
in- wittî even ordînary succcss, ew-ing te thc
complication of maehinery eniployed and thc


