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GENERAL OBSERVATI0ON 0'iASIOGN AND DRESS.

The splendid tissues nianufactured for cvening
costume, wouki seeni noiv to have at!ained
ahinost the climaN of miagnificence; yet, neyer-
thcless, it is diflicult to conjecture h6ow far
the luxury of dress may extend during the
appiroaclîing seasor. One fihet. is seif-evident,
and1 mustb ogencrally satisfactory: it is, that
the money expendcd on the lnxury of the
rich, carriescomfort to the homes of the poor;
'for' charity is nover so judiclous or so effectuai
as wlen it opens up channels for industry,
and liolds out rewards for labor. Instead,
therefore, of adopti-ng those utilitarian -views,
which tend to censure the Progress of cie-
,gance, let us rather encoul-age that progress
'as an element of general prosperity.

Among the newest and richest products
of the Silk loom,) we have seen some e.rquisite
brocade woven in various brilliant hues, also
moire antique delicately lamé with gold and
silver, over which ernbroidery, scattered ih a
variety of vivid colours, produces the effect
of jevellediôsale worlk.

Next to these rich nw;terials, suited to foul
evening costume, the inost xnarked novelties
of the season are the neiv sorties de bal just
irnported froni Paris. Some of cashmnere,
embroidered %vith gold and silver, and trinuned
with fringe of the sane costly inaterials, are
types of Asiatic; spiendur. Othiers are of
white satin, trinmed round with whbite gui-
pure and edg-ed with broad feather fringu; or
instend of the fringe, rich Alençon lace,
which, after forxning a double roiw round the
eloal-, is gatliered up as a hood to bu drawn
over the hecad nt pleasure. *We have seen
several of tiiese littie cloaks, made of pink
or blue therry velvet, lined %vith ermine ; and
wvithout any trimnîing. whatever on the out-
side. They are very simple, but very distin-
gu<és. QUiers arc lined with whbite satin in-
stead of erinine. and lire edgcd with b-oad
feather fringe of the saine color as, the therry
velvet. Several sor-tics (le bal have been miade
of wvhite or pink satin, covered ixith vvhat nt
6irst sighlt rniglt be mistakien for exquisite
quilting in a inost elabox-ate and clegant de-
-sign; but whichi, on a, nzarer inspection, ia
found to be a lightkind of einbroidcery. Wc
have Sceii one of these cloaks mnade of white
,afin and cd-ed with a triýming consisting
of smnall rosettes of pink îni.nionctti ribbon,
producing t.he effcct of a wreath of sinai
roses.

Severald nervly-niadt silk îlrýst.s, intendled
for out-door costume, have the tlkirLs orna-
mented with bands of velvet in lieu of flonn-
cms One of these disecomposed of dark-
bine silk, ia trimnnid with bina rows of black
vclvet of gra-dtiatcd width. The corzage is
higli behind, but partially open in front, and
is edged rouxnd ivith revers, in the shawvl form.

To the corsage i; addcd -a b.isque, trimmed
with tvo rows; of velvet. The sîceves are
split open as far as thc elbow, and trimrned
in the saine nmanner ns th-e basque. The
un'der-slceves worn witli this drcss conisist of
a large buillonné of worked muslin fiitstencd
on a wristband of Meoblin lace. The collar
and chemisette are iii the samne style as the
under-sleeves; Mecblin lace being employed
to trim the collar and to forai tlîe front of the
chemisette. The mantelet to be worn with
tîje dressjust desciihed consists of black Výel-
vet profusely trimmed xvith black lace. The
boninet la of pink therry velvet, intermingled
with buillonnés of blonde, and trimmed with
white and pink flowers made of velvet. The
saine flow'ers are combined with blonde to
fc;ra the under-trimxning.

A dress; of chequered poplin, green and
black (just mnade up,) ia in the redingote fori.
The front of the skirt is ornamented with
trimming consisting of seven bows of che-
quered ribbon, corresponding with the coloiàs
in the dress. Thôse bo«s, which dimiinish a§
they ascend fromn the bottin of tlîe skirt up-
wards, are formed of loopa and flowving ends.
To each bow a jet tassel is appended, and the
jet tassels are of graduated siîzes. The front
of the corsage is formcd of plaits or folds
reaclîing froin the shoulders to, the waist, in
the centre of wlîicl they cross and formh a
corsage en coeur. The front of the corsage is
triniued with bows of ribbon, corresponding
with. those on the skirt, but smaller. The
sîceves, whiclh are of the pagoda forai, are
lincd with white satin, and the edges in the
inside are bordercd by a ruche of white rib-
bon. The slee-ves on the outside are edgerl
with bows; of elhequîered ribbon, the saine as
those on the corsage.

The trousseau of a young bride, whose
approaching nuptials are at present a topie; of
intuet in the fashionable circles, contains
several beautiful dresses of worked musli.
One, intended for petites soirécs, we will here
describe. It has tlîree jupes of --]%-rts; the
upper one forznri, a tunic. Thesejupes are
edgedl round with a wreath of roses, so, exý-
quisitclY wroughit in open wîork, that the flow-
ers seai as if mnade of lace inlaid in the mua-
lin. At intervals and as if scattered acciden-
tally over the wreath of flowcrs, are cars of
corn, wroughlt iii satin-stitrzh, and zianding
out ia high relief from the flowers. The ccr-
sage lias a bcrthe edged in the saine style,
desçcending in a point at the back and ia front.
and open on the sîceves In this opeiag
there is fixcd a bow of pink sarsenet4% Tibbon,
witli long flowing ends. A row of bows of
the sanie nibboîî and of graduntcd size, is
placed in front of the corsage. Two bows
gatiier iip the tunic at cach side, and the cndà
banng down to the very bottom of the sýkirt.
Nothing cain bc more simple and elegant than
this drms.


