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othiers of its trut). 11e wvas born about 500 B.C. (?), andi at an
early age retired froin the worid, it, is saiid for thir-ty years,
for nieditation andi for prayer, during whicli tirne lie coniposed
those books of his tecigwhose fra-.gmentS. reniain a, price-
le.îs treasure to this day, collected in the Zeticia-vesta, .the
sacre(l book of the Parsees. His creed waîs simple and coin-
prehiensive, but lie doubtless tauglit w'ith it Iaws, cereinonies
and restrictions, muchi as were giv'en withi thiat other eastern
faith wichl it so muchi reseinbles in many wavs; and to these
the priestly caste bas added niuch in the succeedingy genera-
tions. He taught that there wvas one AlniigrhtyPo r-

deity existent froni ail timie andi for eternity, who createdi two
spirits, Ormnuzd and Alhrinîan. eachi of whom was also a creat-
jflr force. Ormuzd was the beneflcent andi Ahiriman thie
mnalevolent powver, and between themi and their followers

raeand ;ias ragred since their beinna constant war-
fare. Zoroaster taughit that at iength Ormnuzd shouid prevail
and for a, season, before the end of ail things, peace should
reign on the earth. Thie great teacher is supposed to have
received this knowledge fromn Ormnuzd hh'nself, wiLth whomi he
xvas for a space in heaven. Hie taughit that, there is a hecaven
and a liell, and for our actions, grood or iii, shall be judged to
ail a meet reward of hiappiness or of sorrow, eachi one upon
his merits. Ormuuzd told hiini aiso to " teach the nations that
nmy iight is hid'len. utuler ail that shines;- whenever you turn
your face to tLe liit and foilow mny cornrnand, Ahriman
[the evii spirit] wvill be seen to fly. In this wvorld there is
nothing superior to ligcht." ilence it is that fire, thoughi not
worshipped by the truc Parsee, is held in reverence by ail.
In their temples the sacred fires, the ffrst brig'ht seed of ivhich
wvas originally brougbit by Zerdlushit from heaven, are con-
stantly kzept biirning, and fromî thiis fact the Parsees have
grained the naine-a nîisleading one for the true foilowers of
their prophet-of Fire Worshippers. But with that strange,
sad decay thiat seemns thie inevitable fate of ail religions, cor-
ruptions entered thieir pure faith, until the Monotheistie
Parsee, thie worshipper of one Aliighlty Power, degenerating,
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