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THE FRANCO-RUSSIAN ENTENTE.

i t liere a formal treaty of alliance between the
two, powcrs? To the solution of this quts-

tion ilewspaper nien have for the last eighiten
niîonthis been bending 'îheir energies. Wu have
beenti ld thiat sucli a trtaty lins been signed and
date and circunistances have been given. Wue
have have been told th.,t it lias flot beeti sigîied
but w~ill be. We have evenl ben allowed to

penutrate the secret of soniie of its prvsin anîd
to coliteniplate its probable cff cts. 0( one thing,
however, there appears no0 rooin t0 doubt, viz -

tie ardent desire of France to cultivate the

friendshlip ol Riussia. Twvo ycars ago, 0o1 thie
occasion of the visit of the Russiau fleet at
Toulon, aIl France wvas iii a ferment of joyonls
texcitemienit. AUl raniks and conditions aiong
the people apl)eare(l to be affected by a tort of

plîilo.nliania, having Rusiia for its obýject. Theo
iiiayors of cities donned their golden collars, audi
read addrcsses. The bands played ; blie people
iput on their best attire and culled ont a holi-

day " to do honour to tlîeir Russian v'îsi ors.
The theatre, te opera, eveu the church, beuît
thîcir energies to swell the eni~aî.Agaiti.
within the last few (lays, these scelles have beeti
re.cniacted, on tie occasion of thie vi>it of tie

Car and Czariina. Whiere are we to seek for

the causes which have lighted these fires of

enthusiasni? The nmemory of Napoltoui's great

disaster must have been liard to blot out. His-

tory shows lis Fraîîct's amnies often rainged
against tiiose of Russia, so that we should ex-

pect Io fiid, a feeling of hostility rallier than of
frieiidslîip existitig betweeîî them. The nlew
order of thîings could iiot have owed its origini to
greograpîncal position :the two iz.tiouîs are geo-

grapliical opposites ; ior 10 comiiiiiiiity of iii-

turest; thiere are no two nations who have less

iii coiiiinoîi : tior Io siiniilarity of tenîper or dispo-

sition' ; iii thîis respect also they are opposites.
It inay thien he fairiy assunîied tlîat these extra-

ordiîiary mianifestations of good will towards

Russi i are nlot based upon aniy sentiments wvhiclî

Rilssia or Rîissians as such, have evoked. We

will find tlie source of tliis passion iii something

persoîîal 10 Franîce. Glory lias ever beeii very

dear to France and humiliation vcrv bitter. X'et

slie lias been olV*iged iii recent ye..rs to subîîîit 10

humîiliation. Shc lias seenl her armies over-

powtred ini repealed conifiic*s, her capital in the
lîands of a victorious enenîy aiîd two of her

provinces wrested froin lier. Is thxere a Frencli-
mnm who does iot lonîg 10 avenge these dis-

gracts ? The question whîicli doininates al

othiers iii the Frenchi heart is, How shall AI-
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