
McGILL FORTNIGIITLY.,

.,ion of tîiesc papers vas - postpuncd owitig to t
Iatcncess of the hour.

Thiese nctings are well attended., the inxenîbcr.q
tahking art cnthusiastic intcrest iti the subhjeet.

Messrs. Jones and'inglis will contribute papers at
the liext iIk*Ltimig

McGlLL CLASSICAL CLUB.

'lie usuial niceting of the MicGill Classical Club
%%as liekit last \Vedticsday evcniing, Mr. Ferguson

Ars -9. prcsiclisng. Mr. A. C. 1'. Howard, '7

!,ave an enjoyible rcading, aftcr wilîi an inter-
csting and instructive essa), on "1Pv/lce Versa"
(IITliun'bs up and tlîunibs down"I) wvas rcad by Mr.
Hecine, Arts '98. After stating that there wvas a
great divcràity of opinion upon the suhject, and i hat
Me could not fix up(on any theory as absolutel3' cor-
rect, the writcr referrtd to tlxe v'arious refèretices in
cla.ssical literaturc bcaring upon the subject and the
opinion rnanifcstly uphceld by these. Baiusscistcr,
1Fr*-cdlanidcr and Scyffért contcnd that tixe down
tluiuxb was the sigsi of deatît, whilc the waving of
hanildkcrcliiefs %vas a signal of niercy.

On thc ocher lîand, Siiiith's Dictionary of Antiqui-
iws, bcsides niany comnxciintators, ,t.tes that turning
the dîibl up was the dcath-sigîîal, and titat nicrcy 'vas
iîîdicatcd by the <low,îvard tlîunib. Thei lexico.
graphcrs werc about cqually dividcd, and niany
Miodern scitolars tell us titat the spectators tursied
tîteir tlîunibs towards tîxeir owvn brcasts or tlîroats to
iixdicatc that the conqucror should plungc lus sword
iibi hîs victinii. 1'%%o passagc,. wvcrc cited, <one froni
J tiavenal and one froin Iliny, wvhich shicwed conclu-
:.,vely tlxat: pollkctn verfere %vas used as a sign of dis-
approbation. Thesc passages, howcvcr, did flot prove
vlîat that sign was. Iertore rmant, iii its litcral
sense, Io turn froni a normial position. Then the
nituaral or niormxal position of the thumb, in the case
of the o)utstretchced hand,woulcl bc sipwards. So the
abniornial, significd by the literai nicaning ofpo/liccrn
verfre, mîust nican to turn down the thuinb.

Thei writer claimcd thaît this interpretation of- the
po/iéent -.renre wvas strengthencd. by the study of the
plise pollex infestits, wvhich is proven ta refer to a
licstile gcsturc. Just as ini Vîrgil the infesa hiaita
dcilatcd the Illevelied spear," so the pollex infa*.s
inust si-inify hostiliiy ta the fallcns gladiators, which
wvould bc îndicated by the downward thumb, express..
ing "lad isferos!" death ta him."

'l'lie sign of favor or mercy was pc'lictiiipremiere as
is plainly told us by Iliny. list how could this
phrase nican cith-rr Ilto turu the thumb Up," or Ilto
tursi thc thumb do-en ? Itsemed more reasonable,
lic thought, ta takc prenu-re in its radical mcaning,

vriz., to I press "or" «squccze"'. Aslie duwviward.th uuîlb.
dînf en cth, so the squecziing and Iiiilitg of tlx&

thunuib îidicated the Il xissio II or discliarge o-f tl±
vanquislicd gladiator. .Attention was calîcci ta 'the
expressive symiibolîsnî 'in both; cases:- the enclosing cf~
thue iliu:ixb by the fisi-crs shgnifying the slîeèthing ôf
Uic sword, atitt the clenclied fist and dowiwa.rd'
tlîuuinb. typical of the unstieatlicd .s.vord-", tliere heý
us finish Iitu bv plungiuîg youi. swvord into his breast."

EXCHMINGES.

XVe beg to rcnîind our College contemiporaries,
tîtat exchiarges should bc sent ta Editor-iin-Chief,
MCGILLi FORTNIGIrÏLV, care MlcG.ill University
Library. It is with regret tha.. we omnit to niotice in
titis cralunisi ý,cvcra1 valucil cxcltanges wihich, wve arc
quite sure, have btens sent us, but not to, the foregoing
addrcss. and have tixererore failed to reach us.

The Ou', a.s ustial, presents a niost credîtable appear-
ance, and contains ivell-written and thouglitful arti-
cles, rclicved by others in a ligliter vein.

\Ve quote the following item from the October
ixunîber, which is flivre credited ta an Excliange:

IlTciîîlyson could takec a wvortliless shecet of papei,
write a l:-ot ni on it, and imake it wvorth a fortune
-tu.tt's genius. Vanderbilt cati write a fcw words
oit a sltet of paper and makc it %vorth $5,oooo
-lîat's capital. 'lic United Statcs cati take an
ounîce and a quarter uf guld and stanmp upon it ant
4 cagle bird ' and make it woith $2o>-thats money.
A nîcluanic cars take material wortlu $5 and. niake
it into, watch springs wvorth $uooo-tliat's skill. A
nierchatît cars take an article wvorth 75 ceutsandsehl
ut for $i-that's business. A lady cans purchasea
y5 cent hat, but she prefers one that costs $27-
that's foolishness. A ditch digger %vorks ten hours
a day and handles several tons of earth for $3
-tiats labor. The editor of this paper could write
a chueck for $8oooo, but it wvouldn't be wvorth a dime
-that's irough."-L-x.

Thli Bow-doiti Orienit in its hast issue calis atten-
tion to what we should imagine to be a rather
unusual regulation among Universities. IlAt Boston
Univer.,ity," wc arc told, Ilthe Faculty has voted ta
permit work an the College paper to count as work
ini the Course, allawing seven hours per week ta the
nianaging cditor and twa hours ta each of his assis-
tants."

WVith the unonth of November, the aiaa
Masweiv, enters upon its fourth year, and niaintains
the standard established-by previous issues. Several
articles an tapics connected with theearly discover


