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The winged wvordls on -%hlicli xnly solil wotuld Pierce
Into the licighits of Love's rare Universe,
Are chains of Iead armind its flighlt of lre.
I pant, I sink, I tremble, I expire !

The Spenserian stanza readily revealcd his genius. Thte
Pievolt o*f Ysanand Adonaie hiave caughit up tie forin and
absorbed it to perfection, albeit sonie stateliness is curiously
absent, thioughrl necessarily so. Sta-nzcts -iritUen in Djectioe,
ciect-urcaples arc in a, neasure adapted froin the Spenserian, and
exccedimg,,y liarmnonious. Shelley w'as frc and new and wvon-
derful, 4and thougi lie Ioved Spensel', biis own flowvingr song was
paramiount. In llie Skyýlark-1, hiowevver, whiere lie lias adopted
the device of ending the staumza, with an Alexandrine, (probably
Spenser's stauza stili rang iii lus cars), lie lias

"And singing stili dobt soar, and soaring evcr singest,"

M'lilr' Spenser's IJna
stra3'inft stil di']wac ai Nwakixig dia lament."

Keats cries: I haive known imii! Kets,-thc laxge-cyed,
iiielanchioly Greek, full of love and reverence, vision, murmur,
and nielody. Bis life presents curious analogies with that of
-Spenser, of whvlom also lie was a fervent, thougli not exclusive,
disciple. Both were otten dominatedl by sound and music, ex-
quisitely sensitive as they -were to sweetness of tone. Craik lias
it thiat the truc poet, alone can judgce the essence of song, thie
musical elemnent, suchi power over lancguaïe, belonging to, only
the "gcreatest pots-iii Spenser especialIy, -whose poetry is ever
as ricli wvith the charmn of mnusie as with thiat of picture, and
whio makes us fecel in so mammy a victorious stanza, thiat thiere is
notlîingr lis wonder-workingf nastery ov'er words cannot make
thiem do for hli. "

At sixteen, Keats obtained T/he Facrie Quceno, and read it
'%vith iununediate effeet. 'Week alt.er wvcek lic shouted over it in
the cars of Cow'dcn Clarke. "liNe ramped through thc sccnes of
the romnance> says bis friend and tutor, "glike a young hiorse
turned into, a spring iieadow." WAith w-lhat keen relish the boy
devoured thle poexn iay w-cil be judged by the extent of its influ-
ence upoil bis future work. H carly eniffloyed tie Spenscrian,


