
LESSON I-January 5th, 1896.
The Forerunner cf Christ. Luit 1: 5-17.

(Commit to memoruj rses 16 and 16).
Gu1,i., Tax i * Thuu shalt go before the face -if the Lord tu prepare his wayb." Luke i. 76.

Pitovg THAT-We should prepare. for Christ's coming. 'Isa. 40 - 3.
SHORIER CA-rtr-HISM. Quest. 39. What ii the duty wAùi Cod re.juireth of mans P A.

The, duty which God ireqt;ireth of man is ob>-dience to bis revealed vvill.

LESSON IIYMNS. ChiIdretes Hymnesq. NOS. 248, 249,:26, 28.
DAILY POITI0NS. Jiaimday. The Forerunner of Christ, Luke 1. 5-17-. ZuesdaY.,

A' wondrous n'fancy. Luke. 1;59. 66. Wedsicidav. Pruphecy ufgrreatness. Luke i; 67-P0.
Thrray, Service of the altar. Ex~. 30, i 10, Fiay. The Lurd's Messenger. Mal, 3:
1-6. ei~turrday. Promise of Elijah Mal. 4. Sabbat k. Christ's testimuny tu John, Matt.
Il: 7-14. (The I. B. R. A. se lctls>,

EXPO, 1TORY NOTES.
INi-RpoDUcTORY. Tbis Gospel was written by Luke, " the beluved physician" (Coi. 4:

14), wlîo was the companiori of Paul, and aiso wrote the Ac 'ts of the Apusties. The first two
chaes haébe aled- "'The Gospel ufthe Iafancy," because they rîla:ae events curinected

itthe birth'and youth'of Jesue.

ËLESS0N PLAN. 1. Ilis Godly Parents, vs. 5 -7. Il- His Bîrtb Announced. vs. 8.14,
III., His Ciiaracter Described. vs. 15-17.

1. lits GOIJLY PARES I s. 5. There-was eigbtb. The chief priests, so often referred to
in the-days of Her>od the king of Judea'inthe- gopi,. he hcadb uf thesu courses.
.-Tbiâ %vas Ilerod the Great. Ile %N"s an, And his wife was of the daughters of
I-du mnae'an uâtrpet and '.abbalof the arn Buthjobn.s parents aceeQf.iJtaestly
(Geà . 49: '10). Il t ruked also u.Net Samaria, tank. And ber haine was Elizab eth-
Çalilee and Perr-. The periud was marked (Gad L »iy oath). Thib was the name of
by intellectual aciivity, the t niversal iule uf ' %a ileý 4 (x 6.2.3) " the mother of
Ronme, a high state of civilization,.the decay of1 priesthood."
faith in idoiatry, the dispersion uf«jew.s ecry 6. And they wvert.. both righteous be-'
ahere disekinating bomne krtoaNledge of the fore God -i. e. inuL merely a"cUrding tg
truc Çod and pýépari.Àtoufurni the nul.c;i uf human judgînent, but, before the c) esof God
Christian Churcheb, and one language, the, (Ps. 119. 6; 4 Cor. r. 12) one of the oidest
be.utifui Grck, ý--et) where bpoken (Gai. 4. foryns of .hîigh praise. aniong the Jca *Gen. 6.
4). 'A.certain priest nameci Zach.a-ri'as 9; 7. 1; 18.* 23.-28; Ps. P7. 37 ; Ezek i8 S.1). i
--(.The Lord resem;bers). He _ws flot the. It is u.Sed also of Joseph (M4att. 1; 19). The.
Jligh.Priest, but only "a certain priebt." 0f "righteous man" w.sttielJa Fr
the course of A-bi'a , -r Abijah. The rat). The-inward realit> of his-righteousness
%mord "'course"I (Iaphemzeria) nieans first "a, corresponds Lu its perfect uutaard us.hibiiion
daily tninistr>," then a claâs ùf the pries.thuud lu conduct and religious bser,.ances. WaIk.
which exercised its functions for a ekin g in ail the commandménts and .ordi-
Aaron hadfour sqhs. The twu eldest, Nadab nances of the Lord- blamfelesa - Com-
and..Ibibu, acesrikedfor uý,ing stange mandmenntb - refers tu the more general
lire'in the sanctury (Led. i8). From t het Lau priciie of themoral iaw to the decalogue
remainirir sons, EI-ez-a'zar-and Ith'a*rna, had fur example (Rom. 8. 8.3. ordingnces"

spw l, t the ayb of David, taenty-fout $refers to the miultitude of Prarticitlai Lesitical
families, sixteen from the descehdentt of -.precepts (IIeb. 9. 4). (Godet). This distinction
Eleazar, and eightfrom- thobe -of Ithamnar. lu1 a%& asult accuratel) kept, but the tw o ,words
these David distributed * by lut the order Lugte uloapis wufhtd.y

of thir srvic ffon %vel. u %veki ahaï inciuded al'l the positive and oegatie
for eighî days inclùsiLIy' frum Sabbath tu1 Vrecepts, which the latur ..ýbis ,aid were .61-j

-Sabbath,(î'Chr. 24. 1' 1~ 2 Chr. 31. 2). After innmenamely 248poiiean 36
th te exile only four. of-the farmilieswere re:pre. ,negatte. (Farrar). IlWalking - is a Ilebrew

sented amongst the returned priests. These: maetaphur 'foi the %ahole Qutaard co,îduct.
_c ete usdiie no~et four courseb llBlamcleas" tlu> flot ilcan binicss> trhili. .

and to these the original names %v ere bgi en 6> but that thit lives %%etceabuN u reproach.
(Nch. 13, 3o). The coiirbsof Abia wtss the 7. And they hart no, chtld, because

f__ _____


