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Mildred's Ne* Year's *1esolution.
13y 1. A. S.

WhnMildred and Sttvie entered Miss

Gainles' plezisant sitting cooni, thuy -feund fl"e
r littie girl s atidStovio's frieîîd, Beit Gray, aiready

there. Lili Hlardy drow down. tho corners of
lier niouth, and said, ratiier scSir'nful1y, "If bdre
isn't Miss l3èeti'? I didn't suppoise she would
condescenid te coine te our ineeti1nès n'gin

But.Miss Gaines cliisjed Millie'g lxnd warrnly,
wSev ier 11(;pj>yNew Yeiir,' and. patted

Stvesrc& oheek as 8he S'aid; "He1re's the boy
Tean lwayB'd'eend iîpon," whlicEurnad6hirn fee]

proud as Sa peilcock.
Pretty soon Tibbie Irisc;ime in, inaking

t4ine iii aIl. The girls sewed 1)àtch-ivork, aid
thé~ littie boys drew ruapes of Africa, whidli Would
bave muade *Stanley or Bishop Taylor laugli "uolt
Ioud. " !%Vhen tlîeý beg te gcwrestdess, Miss
Gaines read a letter she «hvd rëceived froni a lady
whoiwas muâli interestecI'ii'a certain giîilschool
iii Japa*n. She had --,nt a box cf doUas and
.other preseiits for Gh fristnias, and. was- a]reidy
tnàkiug plans for t'e conxing year. 1 An(! she
lias Wvritien te rîe' , gIrls, " -said Miss Oaiùes, 'be-
cause she iziowm' liuwv waIl -our Band worlked
last year. Slîcseemns te think you starte-d at if
yo u cluld. 11o(1 0ot;so SOhe wishes -te know if ire
can furnisi .t dozen ctills neatly dreissed' 0O,
I aitn'suri wecan," cried -Mildred ; impulbively,
"We <caîi filUa box just as e"a.Y.. Why r~d juat
love te odress dolla for those littie. Japitn girls."
jil lLardy aad Tribbie4.arkinsèxchianged-niean-

ing glances, W*hile Betlî?ason giggle*d. "If you
coure to the rneetingys-oiice.i in eight or tenweeks,
I think you-iniglit dresa ono doli, perliaps. if it
was a -very smýil1 one,". .rerarked Liiil, in her
high, thiin voicu. The girls> lauzhed linout-
righit. and Miss Gaines F, :ledl even wlîile she,
was shaking lier -head ab themn. Mi!dred's face
fluàlied, andhler eyes fllled with.hot, augry tears;
butaEhe 1wAS ted honest te, deny hier faul -ts: .1I
know lt," She& faliered, III know Ive st'0ed1
*awaY-Tdon't kiow why; but ]?ni iiot going te,
any more-.tliatis ulaless soPe folks itre too pro-
volcing te live with. ' Hore zhe gave Lill a
crushing glane. I"And I muade a. resolit Lon the
other night, thou gh I had a Icold an&- cou]dîr't
go te churcli, but ýptrhLps Wts j ust as good; that
1 would cto,,e t he tneetings every tiiiiel possi-
bly could, so .tirore noivl'>

Mîldred's voice grew stcady as aine talked,
and wlien.sirei closcl lier reiiiarks suirý16as Sittinig
very straiglit, and brokie tire tlirid froni lier
patchwork witlî a snap, for a pieriod. "Geod
for yoult" pipedi Stevie, witl hend bount low over
6 very orooked Congo river. The girls were
evidently inipressed, aird Miss Gitinie9'3 face gloîv-
ed with pleasure. '" If wa ail joi ini that resu-
hition-, 1 tlriik.we csrn 'resolve' te inep fill that
box," seld slie. "Let's" said the girls, and tire
next minute, they were. ciscussinghow many
dlolistu buy, how largo -t1hey shou.ld be, lrow
they shotild -bodrtçsged, and ail other inattera
that *haýe to bu decided. But tins was not the
enîd of it.

V/hon Mildred.*ar4rs*ieadytd go> home, Miss
Gaines called lier aside and said: '%Miliy, youI
cl9n't kiuow lhow înrqch, goodc ,our resolution has
dune.. I Nva8 feeling ypiqr discoupigedabout the
Paud, amrd lhad decide' that couiaduet keep it
this ycar. Theo giri§ wereiosîng their interesrt,
ikpd,. Millie, it was-because. ye stayed away."
"Buceaus'e I. sttiyed .4'rvayî" repeatecid*rd
opeuing.hler eyes. yegywide. "Yes, for y,,iu
were the first to juint aid the first te ivorl for
mnenibers. 'You helýd thý otbher girls as, a Iittle
maguet hcolds a luot of needles; but wlhcrithe M Dg-
n et lest its zeal, the nepdltýs fe1 off. Pin'týyeu

ee""Whiy,. I didn't mettnii.to. 1 neyer
thiouglht," said MildrE:dieberly. "No, pf course
yewdidn't; anrd now. you are going tu, swing
right- about, and bu a goed little magiiet igain,
to draw ail the others tuward thre hcathien, and
toWaLrd miission work, and to'ward God. ' "But
wlîat niakes yen think-1 domr' thini 1 'have
.any more influence than the rest," persisted
Miidred, quite unwilliug to take the burden that
-seeined readý to fali uponl lier-youn*g.. shoulders.
" But you. liave. li4 as given you. thmrt gift.
You can thirik of tlings, and plain, anrd get pIliers
t huip yen. It is agreat gift, sobe carefullîow
yuuse.it.' .Mildreddrew-.a long brealli. 1"I'd
have felt a'wfuliy if you'èLleft us. Mfiss Gaines,
and you'li.sec nie lie-.e every tiiue this year,
bonest and tr.ue, .Why, wbat if I'd killed thre
Bandf' "'Surely, .what if?" repeated Miss
Gaines, as sie-gave Millie a partigkss

"Did you flnd tire lÈand alive,. Millie?" .in-
quired Will at t.he4eu. table that nigut. "Yes
iîndued, it's as ive-as Ican be," .re.plied Mildred
with uid-tiure enthusiauru. ",A-td 'wliiat do yuii
thiinhk? Wo're going tu, drcss a lot of dofls, and
send a B3and box te aan! "Seid a baid-box


