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every sessi ms gomîg to prevail . if depttations with a " pull
are allowed to work the strings while the Governîment dance at
the pleasure of those who manpuaite the ropes. The systen is
bad and vants reforin.

Btut supposmag one of the political parties promises to eschew
ware pullang, and special prvileges mi connection with the traning
of the tariff and to regulate it on ai honest independent bais.
WNell, whiat of that> ' ho. in that event, vould be the arbiters
ofour busmess miterests ? Simply a Governiment of lawyers and
pohttans. Vho ndowed lawyers and professional politicians
with the sp-clal knowledge required la fraie a tatnfT fr - business
nien ? Thcy nmight ic better or worse than thicir predecessors,
but they would not be any better qualified to decide purely
busiaess questions, and we would have a repetition of the saie
old methodsthat have disgusted business men the Iast twenty--
yes, tinrty - years.

Both political nartaes have officially ainounced tiat soie
kind of a tarfis required to raise a revenue. l'hat mauch is
settled and d(eaiamte. .\nd what Tin. l)R Goosiiis Rvi.w
contends for is that the knd of t.mff we, are to have should
cianate, tint fron the ilticians hnit the busmaess men. That
can onîly be donc by soie open, aiove board miethod of getting
at the opinions and wishes of the comniercial anterests imn-
porter, manufacturer,: necchant and coInsuicr.

lie Montrental floard of Trade has asked for a commission,
or boara of custons experts, to decide disputes arsing under
the tanff Thmat a good -as far as it goes. Blut why shouldn't
wC begmî at the begiminig and have thme latnff tself settled by
persons who know something about the matter ? Why should
we lih at ther nercy of tIe professlonal pohlticians. of either
pîarty-- who aie niot speciall> endwed with the exlerience or
the capacity required in the circumstances?

l ia man is sick li uoes not send for a veternaJary surgeon
if le has a lawsuit he doesn't eal m the carpenter . if he is
gong tu enlarge his harn lie iever thimks of consulting a
Cabinet Nhmuîîstcr Why. thien, shomuld a husmness riuaestionî lbe
entrusted to lawyers and polhticaan; ?

Now is the an when wve are on the eve tf an election
to extort froma Ibtt parties a definite p:niuise that future
chaniges slall be recmmended b our commerctal men.
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A GCOD SIGN.
It scens probable that this year will tic a good one for whe

exports. Var mn Europe has not broken out, but the d1emnan.l
promises to be good. Shipmilents via the St. Lawrence mute
are alrcady being contracted for, and the arranigenmentu
spring shipments are carlier than last year. It is reportedl tlu
space for 750,000 bushels of wheat and corin has been cotractej
for, and inquiries for more are recorded. This is ai early amotr
ment and does niot indicate lower prices. No one wants a war.
but if one is bound to cone -and the Europeani situation a
morte nenacing than it lias been any time in the last ten year..
the effect on prices would be marked. The Canadian nerchant
knows what it me-ins when prices for whcat are good, and there
is plenty on liand to self abroad. It is also gratifying to note
that the leading dairy authorities believe that 1896 1s going to
be a satisfactory one. Prices are higher, and the rintish
denand is fully expected to improve. Cheese js now s im
portant a factor in all the provinces that countrv storekeepiens
nay well be glad to hear of these indications of better tines.

The representative of a large loan company doiig busmness
in Manitoba and the Territories told the lhtv Gcons RF.%a.w
the other day that western farmers were in far better shape after
the 1895 crop. *he transactions of this concern alone showed
that over $oo,ooo had been paid off since the croi was gath
cred, mostly-by owners of small fairms. The larger propnitors
are holding for better prices, and icre must be pretty near 7;
lier cent. of the wheat still to be sold, with good prospect of dis
posing of it later on. .\nrther such seaso.. would make Man-
toba trade gilt-edged.

BRITISH PRICES KEEP UP.
hi is a remarkable feature of the war scare it Brtan that

prices, as far as dry goods are concerned, have not beci de,
pressed. There was ai instant flurry mn tinancial stocks, and a
gond deal of money lost by speculators in tlese lines, but in
staple dry goods there lias been no such slunp. The reports
fron the woolcn, cotton and silk mîaniufacturing centres all mdi.
cate continued firmness and sustained activity. Of course, in
soie ines the war scarc has actually tended to keep prces up.
because the lieads of the war and naval departnients if Govern-
ment bare had occasion to go over thleirstores. note what short.
ages there aire, and authorize replenishnent. Tak-e t case of
woolens, for cxample . large orders; have been placed for tlank-
ets and clalthing, which tends to kecp the mills busy. and acts
directly ti the foreign markets.

THE PRIESTLEY FIRM AND FABRIOS.
Anong the front raik men connected witlh the Bradford

trade, says the Bradford, England, correspondent of an .nieri-
can exchange, the nane of Messrs. Briggs pu-stley- & Sons
stands forth very promnmently. -No Yorkshire maanufacturer's
dress gxis are so wcll known on this side a% priestleys, and I
hardly thmnk any makcr's goods have becn shtpped across the
Atlantic U extensivelv as this firan's production. Mir. BriggN
P'nestle. member of tIe Unitash House of Cnammons for one of
the Icadang tevale dwsisi-jns of Yorkshire, etablied the film,
and has rsen fromt the ptositioan î4 an ordinars working mill
han>] to onc o great commercial impartance, of pertNal afflu.
rnce, and ailso f st:fal and poltical emmnence. .\lthough
pnmarily and pre-eminently a maker -)f ladies' wcar, yet the
entare business has become one of the largest and most impor


