.

cegvp g Rl
rie

RCCLESIASTICAL AND MISSIONARY RECORD.

For the Presboterian Ehurch of Eanada.

“Wisdom and knowledze shall be the stubility of thy times, and the strength of safvation,”

VOL.| V.

STREETSVILLE, C. W., SEPTEMBUR, 1818,

NOGIL

CONTENTS? racy.
Treparation and Ministey of the Servauts of
God 5 a Sermon by tha Rev. William
Ll i coeenennne oe
Tntemperance, by the Rev. P G
Sustentation. Fund, Addeess,..
Report of ‘Toronta Academy,s oo.o. ...
Fouriev Misstons: China—Lletter from Rev.
WG Butiise ooouenneneiaisnineessisnssnnnees 167
Indine=better from e, Witson, ....coivereenees 168
Letter from the Editar to the Publisher,
Report of College Commmittes,ennnene o.oe . U
Account of the Rev. James Gray, Brechin, o 172
L. Daniel Commick, Kirricmuir,, 173
Feclium aud Exercises of Fathful Ministers, 174
3 tiie Sabbath Day,.ieenieeneieon 174

NOTICES.

"HOME MISSION COMMITTEE.

The Syuod's Home Mision Conmittee will
meet (D.-V.) in Knux’s Chiurch, Hamilton, on the
second Wednexday of October, at 6 o'clock, pam.,
for the dixtriteition of Missionaries for the winter
half year, and ather business,

rshytery Clerks are requested to send Statis.
ticad stutewnents of distribation, and npplications tor
Missionurics, ta the Couvener, ut the least a week
Pprevious to the mectinge.

Applications from Cougregations for Missionary

rvices mitst he.mude theoush their respective

mlivteries. Mosswnaries will be @R LGE winviig
the Preabyteries, to he by them appoiuted to the
Stations withiu their bouads,
Rureit Ross, Concener.
Hamilton, Ang. 19. )21,
T —

Presevrery or Tozovto—~The next ordinary
Mecting of this Prestn tery will be held in the Dy-
viuity Hall of Koox's Cuticge, ‘Foronto, on Wed-
neaday, the Gth of Nepteinber next, at 12 o'clock.

P. Guay, Presbytery Clerk.

Norval, Aug. 17, 1345, v

B ———SEEr
7" Kuox’s Calleze, Toronto, will be opencd at
the usuid time. More pariicalar notice will be

given in our uext uuinber, as well as in some of
the ncw=papers.

THE PREPARATION AND THE MINIS-
TRY OF THE SERVANTS OF Gob.

A Seuwox, 1¢ agnaLr or Kxox's Coureae, To-
RONTW, PREACHED 1IN TUK Scovem (nunes,
St Gasnie - Street, Moxtaras, av Wintiax
Lemugay.~Acts 7th, verwe xxii: * Moses scas
learned in all the wisdnm of the Bzg’(iau,
and was mighty in words and in deeds.
‘W'hw:v_ct God han 2 great work ta do, he never

fails in raising up the proper azeucy by which the
work 2y be dune.  Docs he tieed a prophet who
<ax speak ta Kings ? tiien he trains him ap in the
courts of princes ; or does he look out for a deli-
verer te emancipate degraded slaves from bond

sl

for the intraduction of the Istelites into Faypt s
and the people multiplied und prospered (o such un
extent, that the very monarchs became jealous of
the emigrant sojourness within theie borders, |t
wis not enough to make thet siuves § theirslavery
had stiff further to by agrravated by the most re-
teutles aud unprcticalle eaactione Al thix, on
the part of - theie tuekomisters, wax intendad to
keep them down, and not enly to increase their
grevous burthens, but to thin their nuben, and
wears them of ther ives. Batatith they inere wed,
and the monstrous purpose of their inhanan mase
tens was rendered sl pnore panfully cvadent to
the persecuted face, by the bathurous decree, that
every man child, as roon 2is he was born, should be
flut the bLlood of the sous of the Hebrew
captives was not to be upon Pharaol’s sout, and ail
the barbaric communds of the Liyevpting nonarch
were ouly turned into cliannels fur anereasing the
wrcuttions of bsrael, aud leeteany and rendering
sure the ruin of Exvpt,  Phasaods purposed to des-
troy, but God determined to defiver ;3 Pharash
wanted slaves, it Goad spokie to freemen 3 Phurach
wished 10 butcher cluldren, and Ged sent an suno-
cent babe, saved from the bloady kiafe, within the
tyrant's very paluce halls, to be taneht the accome
plishunents of u prince, aud to stund befure the
King as the chapion of the people of God : and
thug, the wizhtiest and the mcckest of ali whe
wore the Hebrew lineamcnts and glodied in the
Hebrew natie, was learsied in alt die wikdow of
the Lrvptivns, and was mighiy in words and in
Leeds. We know uot whethier the churacter of
the captive Hebrews rese:nhicd that of the broken
und falles und scatiered race, whom we find in
cvegy nation on the fuce of the carth, in the waue
dering and cile modesn Jews.  Jook now at thnt
unbelieving race, once v glotious in their patriarch
Listory—in their bondage. und in their freedont—
in their prophet mesengers, and in theie temple
pratimady—in their Jerusalem prety, aud i thar
Messinh hopes 3 but now s0 fomsaken and so deso.
late, without prophet, or country, or temple, or
Ruviour; dook at thems, and moum and weep,
Becawse the guld Bas become dros:, and the most
fine gold been changed; and while the world
penints it finger of scor ut their iznoble and miser-
able pummits of hrakirry, and niciey chauging, it
nioney endmg, tink not on ther present degrrada-
dation, but think on their former renown, and think
on him who was 1 proplict, like the Son of Godl,
and carried a lofiier than a kingdy look in the noble
features of a nohle Jew, and was leanied in all the
wisdom of the Exyptiane, and was inighty in words
amd in deeds.  From the character of Muses, as it
was faried wuder the speeial pravidence of GGm):
fron the great work for whicl Meses was thes pre-
paved ; rund froms the merciful enis for which Muses
wits nisede the instrument, we lewrn many valuahle
lessans in rezard 10 Goul's eare over his church, in
all the ciccumstances of men, andin cvery age of
the world.  God'x servants need ia he prepaned for
God's purposes s the preparation is often such that
man cannot bring it about; aud the necessities
which they are eaticd upon to supply are such that
the wislom of man canuat mect.

amd make them u natioun of noble frecmen? thea
he chesses the child of the slave for the wa-
viour of the appresscd. It was thus that Mases
was made a fit chunpion to cope with the encmics
of Iarac ‘and the curmics of Tsracls God, and
was keatwed in afl the wirdom of Egvpt, and was

mighty in wonls sad in deede. The sutferings and
the renowa of Joscph, paved the way

In discoursing, thereiore, on oar text, we shall
nat conline ourselves specially to the characticrand
the achicvements of Moics, but shall take ® more
geucral view of the npplication of oar subject to
the cirenmstances of the chureh of Christ, in all
ages and localitizx, and more purticulatly in the
m&‘&m'“‘“mh”&“ in cast. In
the + then, we speak of the prepara-
tory isstructive of Ged's servasts; in the second

place of the service whieh Gud's parposes Tequine §
sk it the thard pluce of the pecessities which Gud's
grace supplies.

L Do dhie find pince wo are to epeak of the pree
patatery instruction of Gods servinty, Musex was
called the servant of Gad ¢ and, in ke manner, nll
the mmasters of the grosped are still the servanty of
the ratte glenons Master. Moo disduined {0 be
the servant, yea, e wonld not be catled & son
Pharaoh’s houses and s the pastors of Christ
nre tiot to b the servants of the worlds noe the
childeen of the eul oue. Mewes requiged 1o b fres
jrered for his sacred work, and xo the nunisters of
the gespel need nlso to he prepared for their high
and holy vocation.  And how was Moses prepusred ?
Was he tenined among the conmon bondsinen
whom God taised Bimup to deliver? No. 1t e
tene be was tuken from amonge then, was horn by
a Hebzew tather, and hadd the strongest sympathy
for all the swlerings of the Hebrew staves, God
could have educated han for his parposes in any
way he plemsed.  He made Gie fishermen of
Calitee, Apoatles and mzastyrs s and though the lie
of Mewes it been made as bater ux the lives of
tis brethren, wath lined bondage in wortar, und in
brick, aed i all e of vervice i the tiekd, stil)
Gexl conld bave made of the sanburnt and uicouthy
fubonrer, with coure huntls aad sul} covsser atine,
wspolaaman and a leader wio conld bave made
the prondest manazch tremble that ever =t an
Buaaprs throne.  But it was not the ungolished
alave, bat the accompli-hed man who wia sent to
spruk to Pharuoh.  And before he wis sent, ba
was thuronghly prepaced § prepured not by the tul
of the captive's drdgery, ut by the very learmue
of the captives” encimes, nad the couttier: know-
tedgre of the padace of the King, whose apprensiotm
Ne condetued, and whoso vengeance ho braved.
Manes was Jeamned in 3 the wisdons of the Leyvp-
tiang, and was nuglity 1 words and in decds.  Noe
does the minster of the zespel requize a lom strenu-
aus, or a lose accomplishied prepandion. It sy
1t be necessary 1o clothie the bl servants of
Clinat in the attire of princes, nor to hring them vp
in the =oft relinements of a Juxurionm pulace s hit
they ought o kuow, and 1o Le thoroughly equigt,
for mecting the saplitstries of anungodly worid,
and all the etiemics of the crom of Chrm, aud thi
they will xtand before the uubelievers as dannticss
essengers for the Saviour, ag Moaca stord in tt®
presence of Fovpt's kimge.  Tufidelity and untw fef
are not always feclic and nuskilfal in their opporie
tion ta the gospel § Lad an univttered ministry might
present but s poor chintnpionship, in behalf of the
et prlazious of all cunses, in striving with sumers
to lay down the weapons of their rebellion.  Paa.
raoh wie nit easily defied, and the cumity o the
camal heart will not timidly nilow itsclf 1o be aluin,
Aud if, beture Moses went in to moster Ezvpt's
king. he firtt gathered all the leaming aud ail the
wiulom of the Exyvianm, so aise helore the sere
vant of Christ attack< Satan® throue in the hutnan
heast, he will do well 1o furnish hinsell with all
aids of human Jeamine and human wisdom te
which he is able toattain.  Mumun learuing, how.
over, wae ot all the preparation which Moses ree
quired. It was 1ot tie learning and the wisdom

of the Egyptinng, wiich enabled him to brins s

many agues upon the chesmns of bstacl 3 nar yet
the leaming and the wisdam of the Exyptinme
which made the sea becmne dry land for the foot-
stepe of Isracl, and a grave of watcrs for the amine
of Egypt.  The mpirit of God was there, and with-
oat that spitit, al the lraming and all the wisdom
of the Egyptians would never bave minde Mosca o



