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Reutwrors Cexevs o Inkrannp—By the re-
cont census, it appeara that the population of
Ireland has fallen off 787,642 since 1551, the
population now beling 5,784,643, The Roman
Catlwlic population is 4,500,000, while all
other persuasions number 127.4,260, the Roman
Cathalics being nbont 34 to 1. In Ulster the
proportions are, Bstallished Chureh, 390,139 ;
Presbyterians, 511,871 ; Roman Catholies, 958,
68 . It muy be sinted that some doubts have
been expressed as to the accuracy of the re.
turas.

Tux Mewory or Dr. Issac Warrs—A sta-
tue has been lately inaugnrated in honor of
Dr, Watts  The Barl of Shaftesbury, on the
aceasion of the inauguration, pronounced nu
eloquent culogium on Dr, Watts,

Musmine or Evavasticwr ALuiavce 15 Gexe -
va.—There is to be & meeting of the Evangeli.
cal Allinnce in Geneva inthe course of the
present month. Preparations have been ac-
tively maoking for the conference.

Tne ‘Eesavs anp Reviews,—The Upper

House of Convocation has declined to take up
the ‘Essays and Reviews; on the ground that
legal proceedings have been commenced against
ono of the writers, in regard to which some of
the Bishops might have to sit in Jjudgment.

Cavour’s Successor.—Baron Ricasoli, the
successor of Cavour, i3 spoken of in the most
favourable terms. Ile issaid, in some respecets,
to be in advance of his illustrious predecessor,
Although not a Protestant, be has frequently
visited Protestant places of worship, and used
the Protestant Bible at family worship. e is
even less fikely to make concessions to Popery
than was Cavour, ’

Scormisu Evteatioy Birr—The Secottish
Lcucation Bill has passed the Legistature, re-
ceiviag some slight amendmentsin the Housc
of Lords. It hasbeen propoted by the Pres-
bytery of Edinburgh (Established Church) to
inemorialize the Queen to refuse her sanction
to the Bil,

Tue Irisnt GENERAL AssEMBLY AND THE Ustox
IN Cazapa—At the late meeting of the
General Assembly, it was agreed to express
their eatistaction with the union of the va-
rious branches of the Presbyterien Churches
in Australia, and Canada.

Suvccessur 10 Late Dr. Frercien.—Means
are being taken to obtain the Rev. A. Wal.
lace of Glasgow as successur to late Dr.
Fleteher, in Finsbusy Square.

New MisstoNary ror Carrraria.—The Rev.
J. Chalmers has lately left, accompanied by
his wife, for Algoa Bay, with the view of pro-
ceeding to Coffraria as a missionary in con-
nexion with the Umted Presbyterian Chureh,

Nrw Cnurctt orexkp sx CoRR. — A new
chureh, crected for Rev. Mr. McGill, was)ate-
ly opened in Cotk.  Dr. Guthrie of Edinburgh
and Professor Gilson officiated on the occa-
sion, ‘The sum of £5300 has been raised byjthe
congregation,

Gavazz ¥y Emswsrren—Gavazzi has been
delivering cloquent addresses in Edinburgh on
the present stte of Italy. and the need of
means of spiritual improvement,

Diatn or Bisuer or Dunnas —The Bishop
of Durham, Dr, Villiers, has recently dicd.
He hns not long oceupied the important po-
sition to which he was appointed.
CONTRIBUTION TOWARDS THE EX-

POSITION AND ILLUSTRATION
OF A DIFFICULT TEXT.

“he words of the wise are as goads, and
as aails fustened by the masters of ussemblies,
which are given from one Shepherd.”~—Lice.
Xiis, 11,

After the fist clause, ¢ The words of the
wise are ax goads,®® which is plain enough,
the rest of the verse, as rendered in our
version of the Bible 13, 1n any connected,
homoygeneous sense, Iterally unintelligible.
‘I*he expositor may put any conastruction he
please npon it, if the signilication he gives
to the principal terms only accords with
their meanng in other places, and the in-
terpretation, as a whele, with the general
teuor of Scripture ; and this has been done
very much by commentators in their treat-
ment of the passage.

When figurative language is employed
in the Bible to illustrate moral or spiritual
truth, the unity of the figure, if there be
but ope, or the harmony of the figures il
there be more than one, is maintained
throughout the specific illustration ; other-
wise perplexing confuston would be un-
avoidable. Thus—¢the woids ot the wise,”
the words of the All.wise precnnently,
‘“arq as goads” by whieh mer are dnven
to pursee a God-determined course. ‘I'he
Word of God i3 *“a hammer’? Itis “the
sword of the Spirit.” It is also writien,
¢« How sweet are thy words to my taste!
yea, sweeter thun honey to my mouth !?
aud ¢ 1hy word is a lamp uate my feet and
a light unto my path)?  These diflerem
similes, Ly which various qualities and
characteristics of the Word of God are pre-
sented in an impressive light, arcall truth-
ful and expressive in the circumstances to
which they are severally applicable ; but it
would never do to blend them all, or any
1wo of them, in one proposition ; and this i«
never done. We do not read, “'Ihy word
is quick and powerful, sharper thao a two.
edged sword to me”—< it 13 my delight—
sweet to my taste™; for however necessary
and good for us the piercing of the Spirit’s
sword may be, that brings to us the sense
of pain and fear, precluding at the moment
calm, sweet enjoymentin the trath that has
wounded and Jaid us low in trembhing ap-

rehension. And when we think of the
Word of the Lord as ¢ pure,” ¢ holy,** or as
¢ gincerg milk,”? or as ¢ bread of life,”” we
do not at the same instaut think of it as «a

hammer that breaketh the rock in vieces.”?
Nor does the Bible lead us to such disloca-
ted and discordant conceptions in its pre-
sentations of truth: there is no confounding
or confused intermixture of imagery in
Scripture, or in any accurate wniting.

‘| us may be regarded us a sale principle
of intecpretation tn tegard to partially ob-
scure figurauve language, viz, the umty

of the figure, orthe barmony and coherence

of the various emblems in one fizurative
sepresentation—its  consistency with the
truth it ilustraies, and with itself thiovghe
out, And this principle furnishes us with
a kef' for opening to our understanding the
whole passage under consideration.

¢ The words of the wise are a8 goads.”’
As the rods employed by herdsmen in old
times to drive theic cattle, so wise words—
God's word of power above all—drive men
in @ right course, which, but for this im-
pulgion, they would not have taken.

A8 nails fastened.?” ‘The preposition
« by is not in the original, and 15 mislead-
b, ¢ Gosd?’ enguests t¢ us the idea of
a herdsman and bizhend. This word “nails’
seems at first sight to be an entirely different
and incongiuous embiem, upon which, by
stself, miaht be put a useful construction,
(vide Matthew Henry,) but not in harmony
with what goes before. But the ancient
“woad” had u sharp spike, like a large nail,
inserted in the end ol i1, for pricking the
unruly cattle, which may have been in
many cases a ‘“ nail’* taken and adapted for
the purpose, Influenced probably by other

nssages of Scripture—¢1o give us a nail
n His holy place”—¢¢1 will fasten Inm as
a nail in a sure place’’—our tranelators
mistakenly thinking of ¢ nails*? here, have
rendered the attached verd ¢ lastened.”’
Before a nail can be fastened, it must pen-
etrate the substance inte which it is dnv g
and penetrating, not fastening, is the mean-
ing of the word in this place—the spike of
the goad piercing, pricking the animal dri-
ven. -

Take next the word ‘¢ assemblies.” That,
1mour language now signifies invariably
companies of men.  But in mere primitive
times when language had not s6 many sy-
nonymousterms, such a word 28 1s render-
ed *“assemblies” iucluded colleciions of
various kinds—the bringing 10gether, and
the being together of mater.als, or of ani-
mals, as well as men. Nay, the primary
stzuification of all words of this kind is, the
herding together of the gregarious arimais ;
as our English words, congregation, aggre-
gation, derived from the Latin grez, a flock
or herd. Here the primary sence of the
word ¢ assemblies” should be expressed 3
and then we have the herds which are dri-
ven and conirolled by tha herdsmen with
their g ads.

“Maslers of assemblies.”” By ¢ master”
we mean a proprietor, a leader, one that has
authonity and power over his fellows. The
¢ master” of 2 herd of cattle may be the
owner or the herdsman in charge, or the
most powerful or courageous animal in the
herd, which masters the rest and is fo.Jowed
by them. In every flock and herd of the
gregar ous animals there is one tht masters
all the herd, whose superiority once recog-
nized is nistinctively submitted to, and 1t
becomes the Jeader whem the whole drove
follows. In the backwoods, where they
send out the kine to browse in the forest,
they put the bell on this master of the herd,
and going out in the eveniny to bring the
cattle to the milking, they know where they
are, when the bell is heard, and that they
have only to find and start homeward the
bell-wearer in order to the gathering of ail
in the kine-yard. We may be sure that
this i3 the sense in which “ masters” is to
be taken here, as the herdsman is spoken
of inthe following clauee ; and then we




