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reconciled to God, why should he not feel the same sting for te) 3 one
hundred, or ten times one hundred years, or forever? Tt is the slale
of mind that is unhappy whether it be found on this, or the other side
of the grave : and until some one can prove that man loses all con-
sciousness of sins at death, or that the grave is to be a kind filter to
strain out all impurities fro.a his soul and give him a good character
that shall be worthy of the « well done,” we shall be compelled to be-
lieve with the poet, alluding to an expression found in Solomon’s writ-
ings,—

Just as the tree ent down, that fell
Nortaward or southward, there it lies;
So man departs ¢y heaven or hell,
Iixud in the state wherein be dies.

Some even have not scrupled to present the insane suggestion that .
¢ime heals over the wounds of the soul—that the spirit has a recupera-
tive encrgy in itself that like the body will outgrow almost any gash 1
made upon it. Even if this analogy were correct it would prove noth-
fug, for the body cannot be crippled without a loss of time with all its
advantages ; but who ever thought of a thief being any the less a thief
or o murderer any the less a murderer who had escaped the hand of |
justice twenty years than he was one year after the deed had been |
committed? 1s a debtor the less 2 debtor who has becn inselvent ten -
years, or who has for such a time defranded his creditors?  Or would }
lie not rather besome tse more invelved by the acenmulation”of inter-
est? The crimes of the ungodly are rot diminished by time but rath-
er intensified, nor is the nature of his punishment changed—only the
degree of it.  Just as the indolent student will feel, as he grows older,
a keener sense of the folly of his youth in neglecting his opportunities :
for mental culture as he gradually wakes up to o deeper sense of the ;
need of education, so may the reprobate’s punishment be intensified
hereafter, but it will be of the same kind aad will rush upon his soul
on the same old principle of cause and effzot—nothing arbitrary, noth-
iug tyranically vindictive on the part of his Judge. :

The nature of this punishment in tinie‘and eternity ié doubtless the }:,
same. It cousists in o wicked state of heart as, opposed to, God and § ;
ks yeign,and in tho abnosnal and, wrotched state of all the gffections, .
Such ag loast ave iis begindings on cart! in the breast of every sinful ;
wan, nd ho futurs world, s but 3 coasiouation of the prosonts,  If the
soul do not enjoy God unf goliiness here, how could it ther God




