
EA1INEST CIIRISTIANITY.

LIKE the ri: of tbese little words. They strikze somne clord in ourdiie aul 1idtrl.us la v ihMekndiswr l
ablaze -wif]i earniest ChrlisLiaiitv. Althomgli the wise miai) bas
witteni, "' Say iio*t thon> Whlat is Ibe cause thai*t the former days,
WereP btter thlan theCse C thCre is a1 temlptatioll, IlievrthA•lS-, tOZ aSk
this very question. lIt is easy to se thiat lanl lias laid blis band

juponl nature, and bas made its puwers, more thanti in any former davs, suhfserv'e
bis initer'ests. Christiallity, to say the least, ]las kzept abn'east wvith the mle-
chianîcal, initellectual, and political advaýnces of the race. Suce is stil i marchinig
onward in bier glorious mission, and God's gYreat armiy is planting standards of
the Cross aiongst the nations. Aild looking onily on the brighit side, of the pic-
turc, w"e sing of the Il Oid, old story":

More and more it sprcads anci grows,
lEver mighity to l)revail;

Simsstrolig.holds it nowv o'elrtlirots,
Simakes the tremblingga"Ites of biell."

*We are aliiiost ready to take up the lagaeof the "gieat voices ini
hleaven" %vieh Johin hieard, aid. say, Il Thie ]ciu«(-doms of tbis w'orld are become
the kzingdom)Is of our Lord and of biis Chlrist."

B3ut along with these brighit prospects thiere are dark shiadingrs. Ail1 that
take slielter uinder the great covenant of grace d'ý not stand forth as moral
lighlts to scatter the darkniess of sin thiat surromnds tbiei. And the eiieinies of
Christianlity are, in. great force, stili upon the field. Sini abounds stili; and if
earncst Christ iamity, ini the days of thie Aposties, of Luthier, or of Wesley, wvas
necessary, it is so stili. Our work mnay (liffer soinewliat fromn thiat in former
days ; but the foc is the sanie, and, like our noble fathiers, wve are nlot only to
deiènd the truitl, but to couquei-ýr as we gro.

The success of the chiurchies, if 1 hiave noV miisnniders3tood a common senti-
ment, dloes noV equal the agi(,eicies. Ini point of inilbers, sanictuaries, and othier
liandin-aids, we iiever before stood on snch vantage-gronnid. But, s3)mehow,
our reasonable expectationis are not realized. JVhy is thùs lias Goil
changed ? Is Christ unequai Vo wl'hat the tîmes deniand ? lIs the I-oly Spirit
less tlitan long ago, to fire our becarts andi fill us witli the oli-timie
pow'er ? To ail thiese qu estions relating to the persons of the '- iEver-blessed
Triinity " tliere is only one als-wer, and thiat is, without aiiy qualification, iii
the niegattive. Thie reasonis of this wvant of great snccess inst, thierefore, lie at
our own dloors. 1 canlnot pretend to know ail tliese cvii causes, but I iinay
perhiaps inidicate the direction iii wvhich they lie. XVe are told that Dr.
Carey's grreat sermon, on lIsaiahi liv. 2-3, liad two divisions,-" Expeet gyreat
thinigs from Godl," and "Attempt, great tlhigs for God." I don't think -%'e do
too inucli of the latter, and I fear wve are verily guilty wvith reference, to the
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