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romes thoroughly acquainted with its cultisyation
and tLe process of handling aftevwards. We should
not lose right of the prospects of such remut. 2rative
prices as are offered at present, owing to the high
pricesof cotton, resulting from the present dcplora\lﬂc
war.  While we are losing in one hand from its sad
effeets, let us try and gain a little on the other, and
go in for thegrowth of anarticle sure to meetaveady
demand, and that wall beneht the community at large
to have it yrown, munafuclured and consumed on out
own Canadian soil. JOIIN A. DONALDSON.
Quebee., Mth Angust, 1864,
- e— 4 PP s

Agh_es.

To the Editor of Tur CANapY Faruen :

Sit.—-T send you the following extract from my
note-book on the subject of “ashes.”

* These are the earthy and saline matters con-
tained in substances subjected to combustion. They
vary in their properties according to the material
used in producing them. consequently they vary in
efticacy. 1,000 1hz, of onk-wood will produce 2 1bs, of
ashes. 1000 1bs, of straw of wheat will yield 43 1bs.
agshes.  In these aghes we tind a8 fullows .—100 1bs.
of vk ashes give, soluble salts 38 1bs,, earthy phos-
phates 4 s, carbonates 32 b=, silica 2 10s.. OxXides
21hs.. loss, 21 1bs.  From 100 1Ds. straw of wheat we
get  soluble salig 22 1bs,, carthy phosphates 7 1bs.,
catbonates 1 b, silica 61 s, oxtdes 1 b, loss 7 tbs.
The soluble salts are potash; the phosphates are
lime and magnesia; the carbonates are lime and
inagnesia,  These are essential vegetable mgredients.
Itis evident, theretore, vur manure heaps ave hene-
fited by the addition of ashes.  Ashes are an excel-
tent means for ameliorating the soil.  They are
especially useful on strong clay, and on moist soils.
They will remove moss and poor grass from lands.
They do not, however, produce their greatest effect.
unless they find vegetable matter in the soil, or ma-
nure wherewith to combine. A free use of ashes has
often doubled n crop of grags,

* Fresh ashes when uged shonld be mixed with pul-
verized or slaked lime and then slightly moistenedd.
As a top dressing for meadows, sow ashies in April or
May. It you sow grass seed ut the same time and
harrow thu meadow, the benefit will be great.

* As food for corn, with gypsum, they are very efli-
cacious. Fresh ashes however ought to be wsed
sparingly say, not over ten bushels per acre, us they
are caustic and witl contribute to exhaust the soil
by too great action.

* Leacnen Aspes—Notwithstanding the care of
those_who ke potash, the refuse ashes always
contain a portion of this valuable salt generally
combined with silica.  They countain also lime, mag-
tesia and phosphoric ucid.  They may be applied in
the proportion of two tons to the acre, and their
ellect wall continue for many years.”

The following mixture may he considered as equi-
valent to one ton of fresh wood ashes.

Potash 60 hs : carbonate of soda 60 1bs. ; sulplate
sodat 20 1b<. 3 common salt 20 [hs.

I have applicd 30 to 40 bushels of ashes to the
acre upon ground which before did not fully deve-
lop the wheat plant. The product was much im-
proved. and gave a full crop. ALK

@b - — .

How 1o Exnicn MEavows. - Mr. 1L Lewis, of Frank-
fart, stated that « he had twenty five acres of meadon
that would yield aunnally a quantity of hay suflicient
for the winter keep of fitty head of cattle. Some of
his grass had alveady lodged, and he thought would
hot come np again.  Heshould commence hig hay
harvest in about three weeks, This extraordinary
tortility of =oil and grow th of grass had been effceted
by under-draining and by top-dvessing the soil with
~awdust in which was absorbed (he liquid manure
from bis stuch. Ile regavded the liguid manure of
wmore value than the solid exerements of the animal.
The couclusion had been arrived at hy experiments
wd from ob>ervation. Stakes had heen set in pas-
tures aud meadow s fo noie the effects of liguid and
3otid manures, and the growth of grass was in favour
of those spots where the animals left Hguid manures.
Some few years since he commenced using sawdust
for the absorption of liguid manures and spreading
the compost on his grase 1= uds, the <oil vesponding
in a most remarkable manncr,  Latterly he had been
using the dust at the rate of sixty bushels per week.
The manure is hanled upon the land and spread as
evenly as poswsible with a shovel or fork : it is then
brushed and ¢Bwmpletely broken up and distributed
in line partieles. This division and fincness of the
vnure is vegarded of peculiar advantage, since the
plants are hetter able to appropriate their fuod. and
it reaches o greater number. © About half of the
meadow is wiler drained with horse-shoe tile, the
drains being snnk three and one-half feet deep. On
this portion of the weadow grows the largest grass.”
~—Jlaine Farner.

Preparation of Seed Wheat for Sowing,

To the Ixhlor of Tire Cavapa Farsten:

S, As the time for xowing fall wheat is near, 1
send yuu aghort notice of different ways of preparing
wheat previous to its heing sown to prevent smut in
the crop.  Although some of ihese are alveady well
hnown and used with suceess, it may he well to give
them all together :--

No. L—A mdhad commonly used by English furmers.
Wash the wheat two or three times, or until the
water comes off clear, and all the light grains that
swim on che top are taken off, then the wheat is put
in brine strong ecnough to float o fresh cgg, to steep
the space of thirty hours, stirring it now and then,
Having steeped the time preservibed, the wheat is
spread as thin as possible on o floor, and after yon
have sifted & quantity of limeupon it. sweep it toand
fro till the grains are separated from one another,
and are cover«d with the lime ; it i3 then fit for sow-
ing immediately.
No. 2. - Another method practised by English furmers.

T.ahe of the water that runs from u dunghill & suffi-
cient quantity to cover and steep the wheat you in-
tead to sow; add a pound of saltpetrd, and as much
common salt ag will make a brine strong enoungh to
float & fresh cge, steep your wheat in that brine for
the space of twelve hoiirs, then spread it apon a floor
amd dry it with quich lime in the manner above ien-
tisned.  The wheat thus prepared must be sown the
same or the next day, as, should it continne four or
five dags in the lime, it would be rendered unfit for
vegetation.

Now 83— method strongly recommended in an abslraet
of experiments made in 1755 and 1756, at Trianon,
in the presence of Louis XV, wchich was re-printed
ol Paris, by the King's order, in 1786.

For every bushel of wheat intunded to be sown, take
five pounds of hardwood ashes and ten quarts of water
put the ashes in a tub and pour the water upon them:
amd as a kettle large enough to warm at oncee the whole
quantity of water intended to be used is not ecasily
procared, fill the largest Kettle you can comveniently
find with part of the water, warm it and put it in the
tuh ; you must thus warm part of the water several
succedsive times, and pour it into the tub until the
whole is lukewarm.  Stir the ashes often during the
two first days, and let them settle the third, taking off
from time to time what swims on thesurface. On the
third day, the ashes being settled, the liquor must be
drained clear from the sediment into another tub, by
means of @ small bole bored through the first, just
above the ashes; then take two ounces of quick-
lime for each quart of that liquor, and after you have
hoiled part of it, put in the lime to dissolve. When
the lime is dissolved, add to it the liguor, which you
are to warm and pour into the tub at several times,
and repeat the samne tll the whole is lukewarm,  After
you have well stirred and mixed the lim~ in the tub,
put an the wheatyou mean to prepare and stir 2 well ;
let it steep there ten minutes, then take it out and dry
it as quick as possible by spreading it as thin as you
can, cither on hoards or sheets. When well dried
this wheat may be kept two nionths betove you Sow
it; therefore, one may choose the most conveni~at
season to make this preparation.  If your seed is not
clean it will be necessary to wash it previously to the
preparation with the Ive, in common water, till it
comes off ¢lear, taking away at the same time all that
swims on the surfaces then dry it previous to your
putting it into the lye.

No. 1. J ol’rq)flraliun reconuncaded by M. Coudlard
1790.

To steep 210 1hs. of wheat requires 25 quarts of
water, 21 1hs. of dung of poultry, the same quantity
of sheep dung. or instead thereot pigeon’s duang. This
mixture must steep twelve ov fifteen days in 2 tub, )
and be stirred now and then with «t sticis ;3 at the ex-
piration of which thme it must be drained clear from
the sediment.  Take part of the liquor and warm it
dissolve in it 3 Ibs. of slaked-lime, or 2 pound and a
half of quick-lime, If. at the timo of the dissolution,
the effervescence shonld be too strong, it must be
checked by means of & small quantity of cold water.
This lime-water must then be mixed with the over-
plus of the infusion of dung. then put the 240 ths,

243~ Suruney, alung the line of the Ithinoss Cen-
tral R. R, is reported in a very fine condition.
It we have no early frosts, some large fortunes will
be made.—Prairie Farmer.

28~ A rEAT compatz, is to he formed in Roches-
ter, N. Y., to supply the city with fuel. It seems that
the peat can be cut, dried, and conveyed to the
city at a much less cost than coal.  Lung Island and
New Jersey, it is said, are likely to produce large
quantities, and the method of drying the peat and
preparing for market has heen patented.

Tur Javay Vanxisu Trer.—ZLe Monilewr Nuslré
des Inventions recommends the introduction into
I'rance of the Rhus veraix, which yields the Japan
arnish. It is cultivated in Japan and China, and
conld doubtless he raised to any extent in this
country. ‘The varnishis produced by making an
incision in the trunk in the same way that is practised
in gathering pitch from the pine. The yield is said
to he very large, aud there iz every prospect that the
cultivation of the tree would be profitable,

Curss.—.\ geasible coniributor of the Ohio Furmer
wriles :— I have known men that called themsclves
goot farmers sow grain that had from 15 to 30 grains
of chess in every broadeast handtul, and still protest
that they sowed clean grain.  1f some of our opticians
conld construct a pair of goggles through which
tarmets could see chess wherever 1t grows, [ think that
the ticory of its growing trom wheat would soon die
out, and it wonld be a great blessing to mankind.™

Frax is PErrii—The deliveries of flax in this town
thus fur this scason eacved the must exaggerated
eapectations  of. Messrs, Black & Forvester, the
pioneer promu .crs of its growth in this section, and
the enterprising proprietors of the only scutchumy,
mill at present in operation in this county, or in tlis
section of (e Province. The deliveries for the past
week, we have been informed, average three tons
per day, some of it coming from beyond London and
much of it from the neighborhood of that city.—S1.
Mary's Argus.

Frax Cortene 1y AMERICA.— More ground has been
put under flax cnltivation than for many years, but
hardly enough to exercise any perceptible influence
on the price of cotton. The great and essential dif-
ference between the fibre of tlax and cotton is, that
the former contains a lavge quantity of gum, which
we are unable to extract by any stecping process
now in use.  This excess of gummy matter presentsa
s+ 2rious obstacle to sliding or drawing the fibre, which
is the basis of all spinning operations. When a pro-
cess shall be discovered by which the gum can be
cutirely removed from the fibre, flax will be spun as
readily and as fine as coiton.—~New York Herald.

Frax Curnrork.— But afen dagsago we were shown
a sample of flax grown on the tarm of Sheriff Tread-
well, at L'Orignal. It was not quite as tall as the
plant usually grows - which no doubt was occasioned
by the great drouth ~but in every other respect it
was of healthy appearance, and inferior to none we
have ever seen.  Last year there was a considerable
qrantity of land nuder flax between L°Orignal and
Montreal, hut we are informed that this scason. the
quantity is about six times greater.  This, in itself. is
A proof that the preceding crop yielded a handsome
profit, and that the growth of flax, in this section ot
Canada at least, may be cartied on with advantege.
— Ollaica Univn. .

Srapive Woon. =S, G, of Peterbore, N. Y., sends
us his mode of storing wood that is green, for the
purpose of sensoning it.  He has an open sheg, 11 by
40 feet— built by setting ~ix posts fivinly in the ground
—three of them being enough shorter than the othey
three to give the required pitch to the root—lay poles
on thege posts and cover with boards —covering cach
joint with a good slaly.  Under this shelter he cords
the wood when it is prepaved stave length in wintn
and spring, whether it is green or wet, ov both. In
November he removes it to his woad-house adjoining
the kitehen  He thinks sach wood is worth one-third
more than wand that has pot heen cured under
cover.—TIral New Yorker,

Lavp Siu:ks 1y ™e Sot—2X correspondent of the
Germantown Teleqraph says --=** Lune acts upon the
soil in two ways: one mechanical and the other
chemical.  Its specifie gravity being greaier than that
of commion salt, it has = tendeney to sink until it tinds
a soil of its own speetic gravity. Tius generally
takes place when w teaches the subsoil 3 henee the

of wheat (after it has Leen washed, scummed, and j benetit someumnes dern ed from inereasing the  depth

dried properly), in that liquor to steep fot the space
of about ten minutes.  Then spread it and stir it ofien
till the next day, when it is fit for sowing.

M. Conillard likewise successfuily used human urine
and chimaey sout for this preparation, in which case
Lie diminished the quantity of the other ingredicnts,
A. KIRKWOOD.

of the surfuce soil—the hune, which had during the
previous enltivation sunth to what was then the sube
soil. is again brought up and mixed with the sutfice
soil. This mechanical action may be more readily
expluned than the chiemical action : the lime by
sinking loosens the soil. and admits of a free passape

of air and melsture,
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