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BRITISH COLUMBIA.

Gold has been struck on Finley Creek,
Kootenay district, ahd a great many Chinesé
are moving in from the Wild Horse country to
work the placerss; ™" - - :

. o

Men working on the government trail from
‘Goat river to the Fort Shepherd truil have
found gold quartz on the route. The news has
drawn many prospectors thither.

Work in the galenn mines at Upper Keote
nay is at a standstill.  The Ainsworth Com
pany have only a few men employed, and the
Conneeticat Company ave nearly idle.

It is rumoured that the iron mine at Socke,
owned by F. G. Richards & Co., of Victoria,
has been sold to English eapitalists and that it
will soon be opened and swelting works es.
tablished.

The mines at Kootenay are developing well,
according 1o report of Gold Counnissioner
Vowell, and: ave giving every appeavance of
~vielding an abundant supply of good ore. The
“Ella” and “New Jerusalem™ claims wre
giving vich indicatione,

A largs pacty of eastern gentlemen, connect
ed with the Kootenay Mining and Smelting
Company, having x mining expert from Ger-
many with them, came over the Northern
Pacific line and passed up to the lake on Sept.
1st, theiv object bring to locate a smelter and
crect plant.

Great compluaints are heard on all sides from
miners and others in the Kootenay district on
account of the uncertainty which prevails with
reference to the Ainsworth land grant. Itis
said that unless something is done shortly in
this matter it will very much retard the progress
of mining in that section.

Tt is said that petroleum has heen discovered
in Dritish Columbia. It was observed floating
on a small ereck about 100 miles from Victoria.
Tt is opaque and necarly as thick as molusses ;
poured on paper it hums freely and emits the
odor of coal cil. It is supposed that neav this
spot will be found a0 Jarge supply of native
petecleum.

A large number of miners from Loine Creck|

arrived in Victoriu in September.  They report
the mines have been worked out, and none of
those who camo .down had any more than they
went up with. There has been some gold taken
out, but the money expended in getting it will
nearly talanee this,. A few, however, bave
taken out somewhat more than expenses.

At the Shuswap Silver Mine a tunnel has
been driven for SO feet, and some cross-cuts
have been wmade. ‘The company are now sinking
n shaft and veport the ore improving as work
progresses.  There is an almost’ inexhaustible
quantity ot are, aund i it is found to carry
silver in payingequantity it is expected that
Montreal capitalists will immediately commence
the development of the mine.

The Kootenay Mining and Smelting Com-
pany are very active and persevering in their
cfferts to get to work this year. They have
completed their work in so far a3 getting com-
munication with the Northern Pacific ratlroad,
having now a direct voute from thence to the

‘-

mines.  Partics going to the mines can now go

«

from Sand Point, on the Northern Pacific mil-
road, divect to uny purt of the lake in twenty-
four houts Ly taking the new road.from Mud
slough to the river at Bonuner's Ferry, and the
compuny's steamer to the mines,

v

The vepresentatives of a compuny of eastern
and Chinese capitalists have been in negotia-
tion with the government of British Columbia
for some time with the object of introducing the
manufacturo of iron and steel on a Jurge scale.
It is proposed to erect extensive smelting works
near the iron deposits on the cast coast, and
proceed to open them and manufacture steel and
ivon for export to China and Japan, The com.
pany have unlimited means.

Tho-gold strike on Granite Creek, a branch
of the Semilkameen Rive lose to the Ameri-
can houndary, is atumcting wide attention.
Upwards of 1,000 men are in. the district,
whoso success vavies from food to 8100 a day
per man. Access to the diggings is gained via
Hope and Fraser river, and provisions are
plentiful. Benches on the upper part of the
creek awo said to prospect well, nuggets worth
from £8 to S10 wre being taken out. The
creck is staked off for two and a half miles
from ity mouth. There is also reported a viel
quartz sirike on Kettle River, but as yet little
is kuown of it. -

UNITED STATES.

The Calumel and Heela product for the
month of August was 2,575 tons, 1,235 pounds.

The output of the mineral products of the
United States, in 1384, were wvalued at
$403,104,620.

The production of phosphates in South Caro-
lina for 1884 was 409,000 tons of rock and
236,884 tons of fertilizers.

The total amonnt of ussezsments levied by
the FHuveka Silver Mining Company, of Nevada,
is £350,000. The total amount paid in divi-
dends aggregates nearly £5,000,000.

Of gold and silver the mint anthorities esti.
mate the production in the United States, in
1884, ar 830,800,000 gold, and $15,800,000
silver {coining ratc); total, §79,600,000.

The Plymouth Consolidated Mining Com-
pany, California, have paid their twenty-cighth
successive snonthly “dividend of” fifty cents a
share; aggregaling 250,000 and making $150,-
000 paid to their sharcholders this'year.

Unified Diamond Mines (Limited).

“This company has been organized in London,
Eunglaud, with a capital of £10,000,000, with
the view to purchasing as large 2 number as pos-
sible of the diamond mining properties, situated
in the four mines, Kimberley, De Beers, Dutoit-
span, and Bultfontcin. These four mines, since
their discovery in 1870, have produced more:
than £10,000,000 woith of diamonds. Accord-
ing to the official statistics of the Cape Colony,
the product of the four mines added together
exceeded during the last two years the vespec-
tive figures of £2,6580,000, and £2,180,000,
cven at the actual Jow price of diamonds. At
a meeting of directors held August Tth, the
note upon the purchasc schiemo was amended.
Indebted companics are to pay fifteen shares of
£20 cach for cight debentares of £29 each.

A Latge Piece of Amber.

A pieco of amber weighing eight pounds is at
presont being exhibited in the Mavk Museum
at, Dantzig, for which the owner has refused
£1,500. It is probably the largest picce in the
world without blemish. Frederick the Great,
move than a century ago, paid the same sum
for n piece weighing 131bs., which is presevved
in the mineralogicul museum at Berling but i+
has gaps and cavities. "Two beautiful pieces wi
work in amber are also to be seen in Berlin.
Ono is o flute, which also was an acquisition
of Frederick the Great. The otheris a com-
plete  tobucco-pipe, belonging to Frederick
William 111, the father of the present Emperor:
it bears an admirably carved likeness of that
monarch.

NOTES.

The exports of iron ove from Spain during
the first five months of 1885 were 1,226,577
tons.

.

Four thousand five hundred and sixty fect is
the: depth vecently veached by =2 Prussian
diawond drill.

The-opinion is now cntertained that the art.of
making drtificial stone is pre-historic, and that
the Pyramids were built of that material.

Spain exported during the first five months
of 1885, 51,235 tous of pig icad compared with
52,119 tons during the same period in 1884,

From a report of the Commissioner of Lands
of British North Dorneo it appears that go'd
exists in considerable guuantities in that terri-
tory.

The total value of wll mineruls raised. in the
United Kingdom in 1884 is reported as £61,-
232,028 at the mine, as against £64,635,831
in 1883.

The exportation of ingot copper from Spain
during the first five months of 1885 amounts
to 11,653 tons compared with 6,223 tons during
the same period in 1§S4.
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The decpest wines in Great Britin are in
Cornwall and Devon, the three deepest being
Dolcoath, 2,416 fect; Chtford Amalgamated,
2,232 fect ; and Tresavean, 2,100. »

El Tallao: this famouns Verezuelan gold wine
produced- 10,518 ounces of zold during July,
worth about $203,786. Xt paid 2 dividend of

32.40 per share, nggregating $77,280.

C. G. Hussey & Co, at Pittshurg, Pa,, have
Just made six shects of copper that are believed
to be the largest ever volled.  Each sheet is 13
feet 9 inches long and 9 feet 7 inches wide.

Tho deepest.boring in existence is for coal
near the village of Schladcbuch, between Cor-
bettia and Leipzig, which has reached a depth
of 4,559 feet. This boring is 1,872 inches as
the bottom and 11 inches at surface.

The New South Wales Gold Troduct for
1884 : according to the annual report of Mr.
C. 8. Wilkinson, F.G.S,, E.L.8,, Iuspector, was
104,932.685 ounces (£2,100,000), being 16,514.70
ounces (3316,000) less than product of 1883,
Thus it is apparent that the annual product
of thic Australian gold ficlds continues to de-

crease steadily year by year,



