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an intorest in our work, and many a littlo fruit meoting, de-
bating some point of nomenolature, was held amnug these,
our fellow hortioulturists.

On the west bank of the Volga and to tho sou . ¢ 'Kazan,
700 miles north of the city of Montreal, thoro are 17 villages
shero apples are grown in quantity, rometimes to the value
of 860.000, for the markets of Nijni and Kozan, Io
this, tho coldest orchard region in the world, wo find apples
borne in quantity upon bushes rathor than trees grown in

olumps of 2 or 3 together, and these olumps 12 feet apart
" cach way, Wo saw theso orchards in heavy bearing, yet the
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thermometer went down to—400 last winter. In 1877 for 2
day and a half, the thermometer stood at §8¢ below zero,
Fahr, and yet these trees show no signs of having been in-
jured at that time, Yes! there is a raco of the apple of the
*Annis” type hardier than the ¢ Duchess’ family or the
* Alexander ” family, They aro slow, crooked growers, such
a3 nurserymen hate to grow, and hate to sell after they have
grown them, but they hear, youngand ebundantly, fruit of
fair size and of really fine quality, and fruit that keeps at

To oxamino curcfully the peasants’ ovohards in these littlo
peasant villages in theso opt of tho way districts, is not an
casy *tnsk for' theso who know nothing of the Russian lan-

uage. Fortunately, wo wore accompanied on this journey
%y a membor of the forestry staff, a gentleman who kindly
ave up his time, shared our discomfort, tad slept on a
%undle of hay when necessary.. Suoh kinduness is not soon
forgotten. '

At Simbirsk, farther south yet, in latitude 549, whero it is -
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least till mid-winter. One would oxpect this apple tree to be
3 fair suceess cn Pembina Mouatain, in Manitoba,

quite ag cold in winter a8 in the Qity of Quebceo, wo found
»the samo varicties of the apple grown in quantity, and also
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muny thousand pear trecs. Many of these are of wild form,
and unfit for cating ecither raw or cocked. Yet to us, most
valuable as a stock upon which to top-graft less-hardy varie-
tics, Several varicties of the Bergamot, and of other types
are sweet, free from astringency, and worthy of ntroduction.
™ e plum in the northern regions, here, is a new race—from
Moseow to Kazan and southwards, it is grown to s fair, ex-
tent, and is plentiful jn the markets in all the towns. This
I did not expect. The improved -arictics of the w 'd plum
of the North Western States is probably the best plum, for
colder seotfons of Canada., Vet these Russian plum bushes



