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NOTIE.~—The “Journal of Aazriculture?
will, for the [future, countaln tweanty
pages of reading matter instead of gix-
teen. ‘The Editor would feel obliged to
contributors if they would send in their
communications by the 15th of the
month preceding publication.,

FARM-WORK FOR APRIL.

Dreparation of land—=Seed and sowing
—Live-Stock,

Many men, many opinicns ; but every
man who dues us the honour to read
these notes will agrea in this; that the
first sign of spring is a most welcome
sight, after the eye has become weary
of the dead monotony of the snow, and
the ear is listening cagerly for the flrst
sounds of the birds, whether they come
from the crow, the song-sparrow tle ros-
signol) or the robin (thrush.) (1)

‘Towards the end of this month we may
fairly anticipate that the earth will have
Lecome visible once more, and ihe
secason of sced-time be at hand. Let
every farmer, then, take care that he
is ready to do his par* ; that his horses
are fit for thelr arduous Iabours; that
his ploughs, harrows, and other imple-
ments are in good trim ; for it is a com-
paratively easy task to kcep up work,
but to overtake neglected work is a
Lother, and thuse who neglected keeping
the plough at work during the long open
season of last autumn will have plenty
ot cause, but lttle time, for repentance
this spring.

For, supposing, for instance, 2 man
works & farm of 100 arpents ina 7
vears rotatlon ; 1 year in hoed-crops, 1
year in grain after grass, 1 year in grain
after hocd-crops, and four years in
meadow and pasture ; it is clear he will
have 43% arpents to plough every year,
and the horses and man inust step along
pretty briskly, the weather must be
propitious, and no delays must oveur,
if that number of arpents can be got
over In'fewer than 80 working days, and
1t this be put off till the spring, no won-
der that, In our heavy lands, we see men
sowing oats as late as the 10th June!
We know well that, In some seasons,
twhen the Iron hand of the frost is latd

11) The “rossignol” of Europe s a
very different dbird.—REd.

upon the land, at it somethnes Is by the
middle of November, and stands to its
work uninterruptedly for the following
flve months ; in such a case, we know
well that fall-ploughing cannot be cur-
rled out to its most desirable extent.
But this year,such has mot been the case,
There was plenty of time to do the work,
and although the coustant ralu @did at
one time make it look as it the plough
would have to remain idle in the fur-
row, still, the desired chunge did conie,
and the latter end of the season was
better than the former,

And It is owlng In great part to the
deglect of fall-preparation that so much
bud, shallow, wide-furrow ploughing
fa done in the spring ; for, If the season
for Incessant labuvur arrives and finds
you unprepared to go along with fit,
@\very creature, hurses, men, and .wolue,

will be made to toll every day beyond'

endurance, not to keep up work, which
i3, as we sald before, an easy, pleasant
lizhtsome task, but to make up wotk,
which s a tollsome burden. 'Time was
lost when you were idling it away in a
season you consldered of but little va-

'plc of malting barley, unless the land
1= thoroughly well prepared. New-Zee-
lnuders not mrelo’; grow 70 bushels of
harley to the lmperial acre : What I8 a
s00d crop here ? M. Sérephin Guevio-
ont, at Sorel, grew, last year, 1890,
46 bushels of graln and pulse—oats,
tavley, and pease—~to the arpent ; eqund
to 35 bushels to the imperial acre (1)
Ilow many other farmers did as well ?

(1) See his letter, p. 138, Jan. No., 18986,

COWS.—Plenty of milk by the end of
Aprll. Autwnn calving does not scem
t0 pave become popular, which ls a
bity, as & lot of cows standing idle about
the yards and houses Is uvot & puufit-
able look out for the farm.r. A month
yeu to grass; do ot turn out, it jyou
can help it, before the pasture has gof
a fawr bite upon it. Lhe dunrge don.
tv herbage by vd)..- g off the first blate
is unkpown., A few peiase mixed with
the other grain, a fortnight or so after
calving, will do your cuws a marveldovs
awount of good, but do not try te force
them too soon. We lhave sald so much
about the rearing of calves lately, that

lue ; and even if you do overtake your we npeed not. go over the story again;
work at last, it will be, in great purt,’ Rend My, Tarry’s article on milk, in
toll bestowed in vain, as your sced will® this number, and atterd to its advice.
ot be got Into the ground in its proper
season, and the yield will Inevitably be
Inferlor in both quantity and quality.

SHEEP.--IKecp the ewes that have
lambed fn moderale condition for the
!nm week or two, uvless they bave been
SEEDING.—1f you happen to be lnmlwen done by all through the winter, in

ilﬂ sowing grain, you must remeimber which case they may be put along

that, though amoderate quuntity of sced pretty freely. People are too apt to
to the wpent may suffice in the early, balt-starve pregnant ewes and cows,
part of the seasoun, the later the SO\\l'llg':md then to feed them up after partui-

tue more seed must be sowm, on ac-
count of the late sown sced nct having
time to tiller. If 3 busliels are sufficlent
for early sowing, say April 20th, 4
bushels will be none too much in the
last week {n May.

Again, as to the condition of the lund
and the quantity of seed; ask yourselves
this question: is a plant likely to
throw out more shaats and to bring
tbem to perfection on a well manured,
well harrowed fleld, or on a field badly
worked and badly manured:? The
answer is so clear that it peed not be
stated ; therefore, the poorer the land
and the worse cultivated it is, the more
seod should be sowa.

PBASE.~If you bave a drill, put your
ease in with it at least 3 inches deep.
Pease must be buried well, or else they
grow fluffy, and spindle. Nine pecks
of seod to the arpent will not be too
much seed.

It aay one wonld only try to saw
them in rows, about 27 inches apart, and
horse-hoe them overy week until they
" shahke-bamls™ a.nss the mws, taey
would tell us news of the crop after
harvest.

1t Is dirficult to saw prase to early ;
it they are deeply sown, they will
stand a very hard frost. We have
known them laugh at 250 of {rost.

\WWHEAT.—Seven pecks to the ar-
In0t sown with the drill, or let into the
ground with the grubler, and well
worked ~with the harrows both before
and afier sowing. Roll with a beavy
roller when up.

Harrow both pease and wheat after
they have got firmly rooted.

OATS—Three bushels w the arpant
from 2nd April to 10th May. After that,
3% up to the-end of May : and if you

must sow in-June, do not grudge another|

half-bushel.

BARLEY~Two and a-half bushels an
arpent to begin with, and 3 bushels later

fou. No use trylng to grow a goed sam-

tion ; a wistake whence come fevers.

SWINE~Young pigs all over the
place now; slop the sows well with
skim-milk, whey, and middlings ; or, as
they are very cleap ground oats.
Do not wean too soon; :no pigling
onght. to leave the sow till it Is at least
¢ weeks old.

HORSES.—Get your plough-teams
into regular working order. Hard food
and moderate work, with a cold bran-
mash once a week, and no gaoing out the
'rollow!ng day ; colds are often takea

after the mash; it seems to open the
pores of the skin, somehow ar other, so,
lin our rather large stable in England,
it was given always on Saturday nights,
and ihe horses rested the Sundays. Our
stables—-hunters, carriages-horses, and
farm-horses—were always marvellously
free from disease, and, whether rightly
or wrongly, it was always attributeg
to this treatement.

f

LIMING LAXND. If you propose to
e any of your land, by no means
plough it in; keep it as ncar the sur
face as possible. Spread it on land
already ploughed, and barrow it in.
This is the plan always pursued in
Scotland, where they use more lime
than would be belioved here. We
have known of as much as 500 bu-
' shels being applied to an acre, and, I1f
i1 414 not pay,we dc not think the Scotch
Tarmers would go to such an expense,
as they are not people to throw their
money away; As Stephens, in “The
Book of the Farm,” says: Never mind
«ppiying lime near manure. Of course,
it would not do to mix it with-guano,
or any ammoniacal fertiliser, but it can
do no harm if it Is put on the land after
dung has been ploughed in, or after
a dunged potato-crop has been lifted,
‘ete.

TOO BXPENSIVE.—Can land plastor
at §S per ton be vsed economicaliy as an




