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Avcust 1,

bo more convenient {o wean the pigs,
to allow tho first poriod to pass ; this
will ususlly be observable three or
four days after wosning. Itisa goud
plan to wean gradually by allowing
the gow to stay away from her Kigs a
longer umo each day. Tho mlk witl
gradually become loss, and tho pigs
will not mies the sow at all when
finally weaned. Some porsons adviso
the taking away ono or two of tho pigs
at a time, but this is t-oublesomo and
sometimes leads to injury of the sow's
udder, as the milk in those teats not
sucked 18 liable to cause gargot. (1) If
tho pigsaro boing gradually weanedthe
eow will somotimes receive the bear
whilst the pigs are sull suclang her ,
sho may be mat:d, and, if successfally,
tho muik will speedily dry op. Some
s80ws evince a desire fur the boar when
the pigs are not more than three or
four weeks old, but it is not then
advisable to have her mated, asshoald
she become in pig, the little pigs will
suffer from a restriction and early
cessation of the flow of mulk , b.sides
this nothing is gained from workiog
the sow so hard,—the pigs come
weakly and the sow will soon bs worn
ont. For suckling sows during the
first five or six weeks nothing is better
than sharps and broad bran, in the
proportion of about five to one. Itis
the practico with some bresders to
give the sows, after farrowing, a good

eal of physio, stout treacle, &c. If the
sow be properly fed the less of these
nostrums the better ; nature has order-
ed 1hat the sow is 80 constituted that
the arrival of the family is attended
with little risk.

As soon as the pigs have arrived it
is desirable to givo the sow about a
gallon of thin slop, in which ip mixed
ono ounoce of sulphur, and ono sixth of
an ounce of vitre In cold waather
this shonld be %iven warm, aod if the
s0w appears exhansted or weakened, a
little milk stirred in tho slop will often
tempt her appetite. Tho sow shozld
be walked agont. when shs has farrow
ed twelve hours, aud kept gently
moviog until she has relieved both
the bowels and the bladder, this na.
taral motion is far better than if tho
result of medicine. Sometimes the
teeth of tho nowly-dropped pigs are
aboormally long ; this is generally the
caso when the pigs are carried over
the nspal periol of rixteen weeks, it
is then adrisable 1c break off the teeth
with pincers, if tho sow is oxcited by
the squealing of tho littlo pugs, place
thom in 8 bamgper snd carry ﬂg;m out
of bearing. One person can essily
break off tho teeth. The pig is tucked
under the left arm, its mouth opened
with the left hand, and the testh
broken off with pincers held 1n the
right. There will thea bo no dsnger
of tho sow's teats boing bitten nor of
tho lhittle pigs biting each other n the
fight for their own paruicmla: teat.
Wher the pigs are three or four woeks
old the sow may be let away from
them for an hour or 80 in the middle
of the day, a little skim mlk placed
in 8 troogh, and a handfal of whole
wheat sprinkled on the floor of the
stye to entice the little ones 10 ent and
thus reduce the drain on the sow.
When the pigs commencs to feed thoy
usually suffer from sa atteck of diar-
ries; 8 soun as the droppings are
dry sod like blackened peasa gentle
dose of oponing medicine given to the
sow will ward off or moderate tho
attack; a-shovelfull of mould occa
sioLally thrown into the styeis a good
thing, cinders, small coal, and wood
ashes arg also- readily caten by tho
young.pigs and prove of bencfit. One

sensible; but it never struck us

skt

of tho best foods for the Jutter is skim
milk given frosh and sweot, If this
oan be purchased at 2d. per galion no
cheaper food can bo obtained , (1) the
othor fuud mixed wisth it s more
roadily eaton and better digested. Oao
of the groat seorows in foediog is to
foed litilo aad often, and, when tho
woather is cold, the food should bo
mado slightly warm, The g;ga not
intended for breodecs shonld be opor-
rated upon whon dvo or six weeks old,
being fod lightly the night beforo the
oporation.

The old-fushioned plun of keeping
pigs for nino months in a growinog
state, or as stores, is gradually becom-
ing less general, Lk all popular er-
rors, it dies hard. It cannot require
mach thought to be conviaced of the
fact that a oertain proportivn of the
food eaten each day is used up in keep-
ing the machinery going, or as fael to
supply heat, &o. It therefore follows
that at least twice the amoant of food
is required for this purpose if the pig
is so fed thatit takes twelve months
to arrive at the same woight as might
be attained in six months had the food
supplied boen either more in quantity
or better in quality. The question
may be asked, can & pig be as cheaply
kkept on food which keeps it in a pro-
gressivo state as on inferior food ? We
shonld say certainly, even more cheap-
ly, for tbe simple reason that if tho
pig’s digestive organs have to oxtract
the small guantity of nourishment
from inferior food, they must wastoa
considerable amount of energy, as so
mach moro useless matter has to be
daalt with to obtain a sufficiency of
natrition. Besides this, if a pig be well
and liborally fed it soon makes room
for another, so that two pigs can be
fatted and two profits made whero
only one was bofore obtainable,
Ancthar thing—and this i3 a most
important matter to the pig keeper
who hasan allotment or large garden
—the manure made contains at least
twico a3 much goodness, whilst the
expenco of everything except food, is
no greater in fatting two gets of pigs
in twelve months than in only turning
out one in the same period. The straw
and attention reguired is tho same,
whilst the money isturned overtwics,
and the profits from tho samo capital
are twico as large. Wo would strongly
arge that young pigs shoald nover be
allowed to become poor or to bo kept
as are stores. In every way it is more
profiteble to add good food to the
garden staff, or the house swill which
18 fod to the pig, so that by the time
it is seven or eight montbs old it is
ready for tho butcher, Experiments
havo bsen made which clearly prove
that a pig of 100 pounds woight re-
quires less food to make one pound
weight 1noresse than one weigh:;f
300 pounds, ard that theamouat need-
ed increases 10 proportion to the extra
weight of the pig; whilst the tenor
twelve stons pig 18 more ready of ssle,
and at a higher price per stone than a
15 stone })ig. In mostdistricts a young
fat pig of somo 160 pounds wai%ht. ap-
pesrs to bo more roadily saleablo than
an older pig weighing considerably
more. In yearsgono by the fashion was
for large joints of fat meat ; now small,
joints aro moro gencrally in demsud.

Tho manner of foeding pige has also
altered of lato year. Wecan remember
when almost everyone fatted their pi
on bsrley meal ; o few farmers who
had grown pras and beans would some-
times use t.ge lavter, and geneorally the
former, but the pork was usasally hard
aad not as saloable. Then wo had the
maize period , the enormous quantities
of Indian corn appsared to be so cheap

(1) 40 cts. poc 100 1bs.1

that pig fecders used it so largely asto
injoro the quality of the purk, which
was soft, yollow, and oily, At the
presont time pig-koopors havo a groat
ohoico of foods a lower prico than ever
known—barloy meal at 7d., whoat
mesl at 84, peas and beans at 7d., rico
moal at 6d., aud sharps and bran at
6d. and 64, por stono respootively.
Surely pork can be mado ata proﬁt'
oven if it roalises only 6s. to 6s. por
stone.

We aro strongly in favour of a
mixed meal ; wheat, barloy, and rico
meai, in tho ﬂroportiou of 3,2, and 1,
is, porhaps, tho most cconomical and
best. At tho present time 5 to 6 lba.
of this mixture should make 1 lb. of
pork, and asthis weight or mealshould
not cost more than 3 d., & profit mast
result if the produce is sold for 43d,,
leaving the manure to pay for attend.
ance. (1)

There may bo many points missed
on which information is gought. A
book entirely on pigs would scarcoly
suffice to disvass ave y point, bat wo
would imprees on our readers that tho
best and most expensive of styss,
foods, &o, are as nothing compared to
attontion ; boiling up tho little po-
tatoes and giving tho food warm to the
pigs in cold weather; tho frequent and
regular fecding on just #s much food
sas the pig will clear up; aud the few
leaves, bracken, or straw to make ita
dry bed on which to rest and grow fat
msy be simgle matters, but they often
determine the guestion of lossor profit
in conneotion with pig keeping.

THE BRZEDING AND MANAGE-
MENT OF SWINE,

BY J. 0. SNELL.

{Continued)

Thero are s fow prinoipal points to
be considered in breeding bogs which
apply, in a general way, to all classes
of'stock. One of these—and perhaps
the most important—is to secars &
strong constitation ; without this the
best results cannot be attained in
breeding or in feading. This moansa
wide chest and & large girth, giving
room for tho vitsl parts—the hoart
and lungs—to have fres and easy pls
This calls for a good spring of ng;
aad good depth of fore-ﬁis, good
depth of body, giving capacity for
working up food; and thess give a
guerantes of health, of the ability to
resist disesse, and to overcome disesss
when attacked,

The inexperienced breeder is apt to
attach unduo importance to fancy
poinis and non-essentials, such as
color, markings, and ¢ pretty faoe,
and to neglect the woightier Tatters
of constitution, symmet*y, and feod-
ing qualitics. A good head on a hog
i8 desirable, and tho head is ofton an
index to the gencral character of the
animal; bat when wes ofa
head for a hog, we donot want that of
s pug dog. & vory short head and
heavy ;owl generally go with & small
olass of hogs, with the tendenocy io
produco an excess of fat meat and a
minimum of lean meat Sach a hog
isapt to go wrong -in his breathing
apparatus, o becomo wh and is
gonorally short lived acd unprofitable.
A long, narrow face, on tho other
band, indicates a hard, slow feeder, s
reatless, discontented disposition, and
ap nuprofitable animal for the farmer
to keep. Tho bost typeof hosd iz a
bsppy. mediom--no$ too long-and not

{1) Bot we -haye msde such capital- pork

too short—a free, cpen countonsnco
with an intelligont oxpression,and wido
botween thio oyos and oars. A stron
back and loin is always in order, an
hams aro worth moi: than hoads, 80"
that moro attention sk~ald be given to
the improvement and development of
the moro valuable parta.

The condition and quality of bone,
of feot and legs, in hogs has had too
little attention in this ocountry, both
in breediug aund management. The
appearance and usefalncss of an other-
wise faultnoss hog aro ofton spoiled
by a bad set of logs aud feot. It usad
to be thought thats horse was tho
on}iy animal on the farm whoso feot
and legs needed spocial attention ; but
tho careful breeder of hogs knows
that weakness in these points i3 ofton
an indication of weakness of constitu-
tion, and is & serious objection.
Strong but not coarse bone should
be sought after, with straight legs and
standing straight up on the toes—
poinis that «cust have weight in the
selection of the ideal hog tor broed-
ing pnrgoses. This, of courss, also
dapends largely upo: the treatment.
Confinoment npon plauk floors is too
common in this coantry, and only ex-
orciso upon the ground will keep the
feat and legs in the best condition.

With regard to the management of
pirs, I would say it depends much
apon what the objectis. Ifit beto
produce the greatest weight in the
shortest timo and at the least cost, to
secure early maturity, and to market
at six to eight months old, it will be
ne to push the pigs from the
day of their birth, giving due atten-
tion to necessary exercise, and avoid-
ing over crowding with too rich food,
especially in the first few weeks of
their life.

Ifthe pigs are to be kept for breed-
ing purposes they will require diffe-
rent treatment. They shonld bavo
sbundant exeroise, 2 chance to ran
apon & field of grass, or, at least. a
large yard, where they can develop
muscle and a strong constitution.

Breeding-sows whilo in pig should
not be contined in olose quarters, but
should be made to take exercice. A
host of young pigs are lost in this
country every spring —and it is s
beavy finsncial Jossto the farmers—

.| from this csuse, The sows are, as &

rule, too well fed, and lic in their bods
too much; the pigs como weak and
fiabby, and thousands of them—whole
littors, in many csses—aro born too
weak to reach their motbor's milk,
and coms into the world only to gasp
and die.

Itis a worthy ambition tohave 2
completo pigﬁery—mmy and warm,
and comfortable, and a breeder of pedi-
greed stock can hardly do withont it
but I am fully persuaded that for the
best results in breeding, the fanoy pig-
gory should bo used mainly forashow
room, and that the pigs should not bo
kopt in it long unless provision is

g00d | mado for their getting out upon the

round frequently, if possibls at.their
gwn wxllieq Forybreggin -80W8 -and
growing pigs nothing is better than
an opon -pen, Or 8 with .an open,
door, and ths privilege of ranuing in:
:ih?dl.)mm or & large yard or small

e

I think that, a8 a rale, in this coun-
try'sows are-put to breeding attoo
young an sge, which tends to ocheck
thoir growth, and if conticued from
gonoration io geooration, tends to,

egonoralion in 8izo; &nd in strehgth:
of constitation, For -the best rosuits-
Ithink a:e0w- should. not have' her
firat litter: bofoze sho is-sixtoen-or

2nd bscon ‘on:barlsy-meal and -skim-milk,
with & finlsh of 3 wesks on posol—3s. ~

cightcon months old, oertainly not be-
fore gha is & year old- S



