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" OUR STORY COMPETITION. *
At lnst wo are able to give the results of
our stoty competition, and we have at the

same time to thank the competitors for

their patience in waiting so long.  But
then, such n moving as the Witness office
has had, does not come every year, you
know. A

There were not so many competitors as
usually take part in our Messenger c‘qnipg-
titions, but the quality of the stories sent
in was much higher in overy wiy. Stories
came from every section of Canada, from
the Atlantic to the Pacific const and from
the other'side of the line as well.

‘The deciding as to which were. on the
wholo the best has been no easy matter,
and many of the stories not winning prizes
are very little behind those that do. The
story which has finally been judged worthy
of the '

- FIRST PRIZE )

is ¢ How They Spent Christmas,” by Miss

Mabel Knowlton, Philadelphis, Pa. The
SECOND PRIZE

"has been awarded for the story ¢Little

Ned’s Faith,’ by Miss Jane A. Stephen,
Hanover, Ont. .

SPECIAL MENTION.
The stories sent in by the following are
worthy of special mention :—Niga Erie,
Helen Lyle, Madge Zeta, Lucilla Serril,

Gil Blas.
’ BONOR ROLL,

‘The following honor rollisa mos credit-

able one.

Elizabeth Elliot, Effic May. Mngglic. A. John-
stone, Sheila, Olivia Washington, Trix, Truth,
Amaranth, C.H.S.., Annctte, Beginner, Jessie
Allan, Essie Bell, Nen, Ninjian, Maric Belmont,
Mazeppa, Walter Scott, Oriola, Elaine, Lillian,
M.M., Dicksie, Viva Radeliffe, Gypsy Bell, Hal
Glen, Prairie Lily, Blossom, N

STILL ANOTHER LIST

must be given. The stories sent in under
these nom-de-plumes showed, as a rule,
clear and neat penmanship and sbr‘icbb_.;_y.,t-
tention to the rules laid down at the be-
ginning of the competition,

Ivy, Myrtle, Haliburton, Nellie S., Maud L.
Tupper, Ula, Velma, Christopher Verdant, A
Seribbler, Young Canada, Loyal Canada, Dis-
cipulus, Jeannie, C. J, Howard, Lou., Blucbell,
Little Angel, Katie, Mamic Llewellyn, Faraway
Moses, Crayo, Sunflower, Lady Gay, Annie
Clarke, Annic Dixon, Acorn, Bumble Beigh, On-
ward, Cowslip. Myrtle, Ella Carnochan, Ithicl,
Gypsy Nell, Wee Winkie, Douglas, Lily, Violet,
Zoe, Ilo, Nydia, Pangy B., Pussom, Blue Belle,
D. C. Finlayson, Rosebud, Myrtle, Clarina, Mabel
Gordon, Rosebud, Daisy Snowflake, Daisy Dean,
Elsie Verne, Retta, Snowdrop, Annie Allan,
Fatima Fanshaw. .
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‘THE AERIAL MESSENGER COM-
" RANY, LIMITED.

Amateur owners and breeders of carrier
pigeons are numbered by the thousands in
this country. Nearly every city hasaclub
or associntion devoted to the breeding and
flying of these interesting birds. It is the
opinion of good judges thab, after a few
generations, birds bred and flown in the
United States become stronger and more
sagacious than tho European stock from
which they are descended. Some of the
best records, both for distanice flown and
for time, have been made by the pigeons
of American fanciers.

The-use of a carrier-pigeon post during
the siege of Parisis a familiar fact. News-
papenrs, letters and despatches were reduced
to diminutive size by photography, and en-
trusted to carrier birds which had been
brought out of Paris in balloons, and were
thus carried back into the heleaguered city
over the heads of the German army. Dur-
ing several months the pigeon-post wasthe
only means by which the besieged city re-
ceived news from the outside world.

But in spite of the telegraph, the tele-
phoneand the regular post, the services of
pigeons are still often put to practical use
in Europe. This is particularly the case in
Belgium and the north of France, where
they are most extensively bred. They are
often - employed successfully in carrying
reports of speeches and other news {rom
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and a bath after its long flight, it usually

distant points to the Paris and Brussels
newspapers, o RS
- American pigeon-fanciers have not de-
voted much attention to.the practical side
of their favorite diversion. . Pigeon-flying,
here is regarded merely as a sport; and its
principal object is the making of ‘records.’
There exists, however, néar New York city
a flock of these birds which demonstrates
how easily they can be employed for a use-
ful purpose. ’ S

.About forty miles from New York, amid
the hills of Somerset county, New Jersey,
a-New York bankerhas a country estate,
to which he has given the name of Chetola.

It is soveral milesdistant from the near-
est railway. and telegraph station. The
proprietor has found a prompt means of
communicating with his place of business
in the employment of trained pigeons;
and the ¢ Aeriel Messenger Company,
Limited,’ as the Chetola flock is called by
its owner, has attained a high state of effi-
ciency in its work, :

About twenty-five birds are engaged in
the service. They are the descendants of
several pairs of Antwerp carriers imported
by the owner. In appearance they are
quite handsome, being longer in the body
than the ordinary pigeon, with slim necks,
bright, intelligent eyes, and large wings,
supplied with . the abundance of muscular
power necessary to sustain them in long
and rapid journeys.

The general color of the birds is a slate-
grey, with markingson the wings and body
of & darker hue, melting on the neck and
back into rainbow shades—the poetical,
lively iris of the * burnish'd dove.’

Their residence is a roomy loft over one
of the farm buildings. Here they are pro-
vided with all the luxuries a pigeon can
desire, including feeding-places constantly
supplied with provender, anda continuous
flow of water for drinking and bathing.
Exceedingly fastidious birds, scrupulously
neat as .to their plumage, their dwelling-
place must be kept in a condition of order
and cleanliness. .

The practical working of this Aerial
Messenger service js simple. The bivds
are accustomed to being handled, and are
not dismayed when some of their number
are taken from the loft, placed in a wicker
lleamper, and carried by the railway to New

ork. N :

Indeed, as some of them are always kept
on hand at their owner’s city oftice, they
arc habituated to this experience, and re-
thain with apparent contentment in tem-
porary seclusion.”

While thus waiting for duty, their food
and water are restricted to a minimum.
When a message is to be entrusted to them,
it is written out on a piece of very thin
paper about three inches square. This is
folded lengthwise into narrow compass,
and one of the birds being taken from the
hamper, the strip of paper is firmly at-
tached to one of its tail feathers by means
of a piece of fine wire.

A vigorous pull is always given to the
feather to make sure that it is not loose.
Then a window is opened, and the bird let
loase. '

Instantly gaining its wings, it rises above
the lofty buildings of the eity, and with-
out hesitation, strikes out in the direction
of its home in New Jersey.

In from forty minutes to an hour the
little messenger from Wall street alights
at its cote in the country. The entrance
has a light swinging door, which the bird
easily pushes aside. Inits desire for food

wastes no time in entering.

The door has an electrical attachment
which signals the appearance of a bird by
ringing a bell in the mansion. Some one
at once goes to the pigeon loft, captures
the newly arrived messenger, and relieves
it of the note it carried.

In this way the master of the establish-
ment can be kept by his partners and clerks
fully informed of what is going on in the
city.

l‘éuch bird in the service bears on its leg
o light brass ring, upon which its number
is inseribed. A 'careful record is kept of
each trip a bird makes, and of the time it
requires. Most of the flock have made the
journey many times.

This precision was not attained without
care and attention. Some birds, especially
young and untried ones, never reappeared
ab their home after being despatched.
They may fall victims to hawks or to un-

m—

discriminating gunners, . Sometimes they
are enticed from their duty by the prospect
of food on the way, -or join flocks of ordin-
ary pigeons which they encounter. .-
Currier doves, like men, include some
stupid and lazy individuals. Those who

succumb to danger ortemptation are caught | -

or shot. The lazy birds, when freed, pre-
fer to sun themselves on a roof rather than
proceed Wwith their message. Or on arriv-
ing at their home they roost for a time on
a tree beford entering their hospitable loft.

But by weeding out the weak or incom-
petent, by training the young birds to duty
by flying them on gradually increasing dis-
tances, and above all by making their home
attractive to them, this corps of feathered
messengers has been brought to a state- of
assured efficiency. The ‘old stagers’ have
learned to avoid peril, to disdain allure-
ments, and to attend strictly to business,

The result is that even a_delay on their
part is somewhat rare, Their master is
very proud of a recent performance of “his
flock. During a tedious illness and con-
valeséence of overthree months, his piveons
brought him day by day hourly bulletins
from the city without mishap or even de-
tention.

Several members of the Chetola flack
have records fur o thousand miles or more:
This is not the purpose for which they are
maintained ; but on one occasion a pair of
them combined an important business ser-
vice with a long distance flight. -

Their master left New. York in summer
to spend some days at a fishing station on
the New England coast, three hundred
miles away from New York. He took with
him a hamper containing a few birds, in-
tending to test them on a long distance
journey. The place at which he was stay-
ing was an isolated spot, far from a tele-
graph office, and was reached only by ‘a
steamboat on alternate days. One morn-
ing, afterthe steambont had come and gone,
he found that it had brought him a message
from New York in regard to an important
matter of business. An immediate answer
was required, as the subject involved a
censiderable amount of money.

There was no way of sending a messige
for several days. Ho resolved to make
use of his birds. He wrote the necessary
instructions to his representatives in dupli-
cate. The messages were attached to two
of the birds, which were liberated at about
two o'clock in the afternoon. ©~ 7 -

The next morning at seven o’clock the |-

gallant carriers, having flown three hundred
miles over an unfamiliar country, raug the
bell that communicated with their loft in
New Jersey. - The messages were secured,
and sent to New York at once; and the
next mail brought the owner of the birds
the information that his orders had been
successfully carried out.

On this oceasion alone, he says, the per-
formance of the two birds repaid him a
hundred fold for all the trouble or expense
his faithful little feathered employees had
ever cost him.—Henry Edward Wallace,
in Youth's Companion.”
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HINDU FABLE ON SUPERIORITY.

An clephant named Grand Tusk, and an
ape named Nimble, were friends. Grand
Tusk said, ‘ Sce, how big and powerful T
am!" Nimblereplied: ‘Behold, how agile
and lively and entertaining Iam !’

HEach was eager to know which was really
superior to the other and which quality
was most esteemed by the wise, and so they
went to Dark Sage, an owl that lived in an
old tower, to have their claims discussed
and settled. He said to them: *Cross
yonder river and bring me some mangoes
from the great tree beyond.’

Off they went, and on reaching the river
Nimble held back, but Grand Tusk took
him upon his back and swam across.
When they came to the tree, it was lofty
and thick, and Grand Tusk could neither
touch the fruit with his trunk, nor break
the tree down to gather the fruit. Up
sprang Nimble and picked and dropped to
the ground the mangoes. Grand Tusk then
anthered the fruit in his capacious mouth,
and the two friends crossed the stream as
before and reported what they had done to
their friend Dark Sage.

‘Now,’ said Dark Sage, ‘Which is the
better? Grand Tusk crossed the stream
and Nimble gathered the fruit. Tach was
dependent on the other. Each one isbest
in his place.’—Remaswami Reju.

*“ONE, TWO, THREE "

‘ By H. €. Bunner, in'Seribner,
Twas an cld, old, old, old lady, . .
And a boy who was half-past three;
And the way that they played together
- 'Wag beautitul to see. ’ :

She couldn’t go running and jumping,
And the boy, no more could he,
_ For he wasa thin little fellow,
With o thin, little, twisted knee.

They sat in the yellow.sunlight,
Out under,the maple-tree;

And the game that they played Il tell you,
Just as it was told to mic.

It was Hide-and-Go-Seek they wero playing,
Though you'd never have known it to bo~—
With the old, old; old, old lady,
And a boy with o twisted knee,

Thoe boy would bend his face down
On his onelittle sound right knee,
And he'd guess where she was hiding,

In gucsses One, Two, Three!

“You are in'the china-closet !”

He would cry, and laugh with glee—
It wasn’t the china-closet;

But he still had T'wo and Three.

*You are up in Papa’s big bedroom,
“In the chest with the queer old key !”
And she said: “ You are warm and warmer
But you're not guite right,” said she.

“Itcan't be the little cupboard
‘Where Mamma's things used to be—
So it must be the clothes-press, Gran'mal”
And he found her, with his Three.

Then she covered her face with her fingers
They were wrinkled and white and wee,
And she guessed wheroe the boy was hiding,

‘With a Oneand a Two and a Three.

And they never had stirred from their places,
Right under the maple-tree—
This old, old, old, old lady,
“And the boy with the lame little knee—
This dear, dear, dear old lady,
And the boy who was half-past three,
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NEW CLUB RATES.

The following ave tho NEw CLun Rares for
the MESSENGER, which are considerablyreduced:

1 COPY . eitereinneassreratnrnnnnas
30 copics toone ndd_r‘ess. .. .
30 R . . "

TUl00 T w N spgo

g 1 .. . i
‘%“amplo pickage supplied freo on application,

Joux Douearlr & Son,
Publishers, Montreal.
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TO SUBSCRIB}SE%‘{S IN THE UNITED
A

TES

Our subscribers throughout the United States
where International money orders cannot be
procurcd can remit by money order, payableat
Rouses Point Post Office. N. Y. State or sccure
an American Express Co. order, payable ab

Montreals
———re.

TitE ATTENTION OF SUBSCRIBERS is carncstly
called to the instructions given in cvery paper
that all business letters for the Aessenger should
be addressed “Johin Dougall & Son,” and not to
any personal address. Atfention tothiswill save
much trouble and will reduce the chances of de-
lay or frregularity.

ADVERTISEMENTS.

THIS Rolled Gold Plated Rin
worth §1), your name on_20 new tm§
g }n;etty Cards, silk fringed, gold edge,-
G = hidden name, cte. Agent’s Sample
Case and a 25¢ present, all for 10c. Samples, ete., 3¢,

Address STAR CARD CO. Knowlton, P, Q.

IF YOU WANT to get cheap Jewellery, Novelties, or o
Watel, at about onc-haif regular price, write for Catalogue
and private terms,  Address, .

HALL BROS. & CO., Knowlton, P. Q.

:BABY'S OWN:

PLEASE MENTIOMN THE * NORTHERN MESSEN-
GER" WHEN REPLYING TO ANY ADVER-
TISEMENT THEREIN. THIS WILL ALWAYS
BE ESTEEMED A FAVOR BY BOTH ADVER-
TISERS AND PUBLISHERS,

THE NORTHERN MESSENGER is printed and pub-
lished every fortnight at No. 143 8t Peter street and
from 672 to 682 Craig street, * Witness” Building,
in tho city of Montrenl, by John Redpath Dougall,
of Montreal.

Ail business communieations should be addressed ** John
Dougall & Son,” and all letters to the Editor should
be addressed * Editor of the * Northern Messenger.'
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