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self'was their conductor, and all nature seems in ::I':;I;{;; ob:i“ Isracl knew me not, and my people kave not nn- lCox.nfo'x-(.cr, !;vho is also the spirit of love, to comfort
motion before him.  T'he Jordan at their approach, e R . 4. us in _his absence , and to stir up in our heart the
divides his etreatn, and opens to them a passage il 01,§?g:%'g?»e3. ;’;m:;:liggzn;:;s;n :]: P‘: ‘:‘ﬁm’ x{(t) g‘&gﬁ “fire of charity or divine l_o\'c; which hehad come down
‘tte the prosed nad,  'Lhe sun at the command ] - | . Jrom heaven, us he said, fo cast upon the curth,

of' Joshaa, stops short his carcer, and  profongs the
day, Gl vietory has declared for the house of Jacob.
The walls of Jesicho totter and tumble to the
ground at theeound of the trumpet of Iseael. "Thus
Jdid the Lued wath a mghty hand, according 1o his
Promisc, establish his people m the tind of Canaan,
a land abounding with debighits, and flowing with
milk and honey. .
Consudermg therefore how often and in what a
wonderful manner God has interposed m hehatf of
man 3 like a st affectionate parent watclung aver
hix firvourite child 5 guanbing Lo trom every dan- ;
wer 3 supplving him with nlﬁnis necessaries 3 con-
saling bl in s afflictions and distresses 3 leading |
unm, as it were, by the hand ; lifting him up if he
happens to fall, and encouraging him to pursue his
journey towards the pmnmcj fand of biiss ; pointng ;
out tohim the wayz removing, or beating downbetore
himevery obstacle that might retard its progress,
moving heaven and earth for hissake : (and all this
which he has done for the Jews in a temporal sense,
he has done, and even more, in a spiritual sense for
the Christian)- considering, I say, all this ; whatan
exalted idea must we not conceive of that love of
predilection which he bears him!  And how dear
to the Deity does not that creature seem to be, for
whom he has shewn, and continues to show so great
avegard, and on whom be heaps such singular fa-.
vours ! '
But, alas ! how ill docs man requite him for so
much goadness ! and how insensible does he ever
shew himself to the endearing expression of so much’
love! For, asin the case of the Jews we have’
seen and admired the prodigious effects of God’s
tuve Lo man ; so in their conduct may we also ‘race
a striking instance-of his hard-heartedness and in-|
gratitude towards his best of benefactors. How often
atthe very time their God was working the greatest |
wonders ; and, asit were, overturning the very laws,
of nature on their account ; did they not murmur
and rebel against him!  And scarcely were they'
well settled in the lan. of promise, whea forgetful
of ali he had done for them, they began to provoke )
him by their sins,  Yet, when he proceeds to pu-,
nish, he rather corrects, like an affectionate father,:
than chastises like an angry or incxorable judge.~—'
‘Whom ever of his nndutiful children did henot rea-!
dily forgive, on his humble acknowledgment of his
tault, and resolution to sin no more ! His bowels ,
of’ compassion are moved at our repentance ; and
when about to strike, he is still more willing to par-
don and to spare. And what return does he ex-i
pect from man, for so much goodness, for sush rn-|
speakable mercy and love ?  Nothing but:
what every fond parent would exact
tavorite eluld.
nothing, in a word, butlove for love.  YWhat mov- |
g complaints docs ke avt mahe at times against!
this unaceountable ingratitude of man, in not re-Y
turning him love tor love !  Heur, G ye Heavens, !

says he, and give ear, O carth ; for the Lord has |2onizing supplication for thee.

spoken.

alled theal, but they have despised me, The ox!

Lnows its owner, and the ass his masler's ¢'rib;"'S““."-“'i“:%r criminal. 0
btt Israel knetome 1 of, and my people have not 1en-'|dures, and even the anguish of mind Le suffers ;—
Are nut these the moving |2nd see him, in fine, give up the ghost. Shall the

complaints of the most tender and afiectionate otllmd‘s themselves be rentasunder 2 Shall the dead
start from their silent tomb<?

dersfood. §<a. i 4.
parents, of the 1mnost generous and disinterested of
lovers?  Andso much has he done to win ourlove,
that hie, who is omnguton, asks iumselt what more |
hie could have done.

£lage ¥ not expected grapes, and it hath yielded me
sourones. Isy. v. o, et st does he complain!
that inan is less grateful 10 him, than the most stu- !

pid of the brute creation are 1o those who give them fof this world, leave us orphans, as he

.most readily to yieldit?

lsent to stoop so very low !
; Y

tom 2 !though offered up together in_one great holocaust,
Notlune hut his gratefid affection ; 'iCOUI

{Justice and Peace have kissed, Ixxxiv, 11.

1 hove brought u . childven, and have ex-! msulting hiin aud scoffipy

ithis face for
lbliSL'om‘!fl he ?  And t} 1 0

: ¢ this dreadful catastrophe ?  And thou alone, O ua-

savs he. for my rincyaﬁ],[mlthu; lgdh({w’“;?‘ di‘;{;c} !;gratcful man, thou alone for whom the God of na- ||

times, he would seem o extort it from us, by the
dread{ul threats he denounces against those who re-
“fuse him their love. Great God, how canst thou:
stoop so very low, asthus to courtand solicit, or [

-even to acknowledge, when freely offered to thee

the love of so mean and abject a creature as man'! '-‘
Buthow can tlhis creature be so insensible to the |
honour thou dost him, by requiring lus love, as not
Or is it possible that
thine own creature, who owes thee all that he has
andis , whois stamped with thy own image, and so
much preferred toall thy otber creatures ; to whom
thou hast given thy angels, the glorrous princes of
thy heavenly household, as guardiang and tutors to
a favourite son ; and hast given then in charge to
bear him up in their hands lest at any time he dash
his foot against o stone .(Ps. xc.) a creature whom'’
thou hast made but to love ; and who therefore!
must necessarily love something olse, if he loves;
not thee ; is it possible that such a creature can re-
fuse thee his love, whenhe reflects but for a mo-
ment or. all the wonderful effects of thy love to him?!

But raise your eyes, Chustans ! and contem-!
plate ascene still more amazing that breaks !
uponus. The Messiah: The Second Person of
the adorable Timity, the injured Deity himself de-
sceirds upon our carth, takes upon  himsclf our nu-|
ture, anJ heeomes man for the love of us. - What |
an excess of love could have made the Desty con-
Thus man, who be-
fore was by his nature interior to the angels, is now
by this very same nature made superior to the an-
gels; he being of' the seli-same nature with the
Son of God made man : a1l in the person of Jesus
Christ he is raised infimtely above the highest
arch-angels, and all creatures, by being so closely
united 10 the Deity, ag to make but onc and the
self-same person with hin

But to what humiliations did not this God-Man
submit, in order to cxpiate our sins, o cure our)
pride, and to win our love ! e became as a worm !
and no san, the reproach of men, and the very outecstof
the people. "Pa.xxi 7. MHe hwnbled himself, becoming o-

bedirnt unto death, even the ignominious death of the cross.
Phibp. . 8.

Draw near in imagination, O uagrateful Chris-
tian, to the cross of your ledeemer, and take a
view of your God there bleeding a victim for your
sins. Consider who he is who suffers, and for whom
he suflers. The Creator for the creature : the inno-
cent for the guilty : the offended for the offender.
His justice demanded a full and compicte atone-
ment and satisfaction for {hy sins. His unspeaka~
ble mercy, makes himself pay to Lis justice this
debt of satisfaction for swwhich all the creatures,

never have atoned. Thus, as the Psalmisti
testifies, Mercy and Truth have met each other ;—

Contemplate ihy loving Lord on the cross, his
throne of mercy. See his arms stretched ont in
H Hear the rabble
at the wisdom of the
igh, hid under the mean appearance of a
Bebold the torments he en-

Most I

Shall the sun hide
ief and amazement ot the death of i
hall all nature shudder throughout at

ture suffers and dics, remain uamored and insensi~
1

Nor did our loving Lord, fipon his de[];qrwr(]:fouz 1i
imself so 4

(Luke xii. 49.) and which he desired s0 much
to be enkindled 1o the heart of man. Nay, rather
than remsain himself separately from man in his hu-
manity, which he had agsumed for the sake of man,
he has been l)lonsod to institute the adorable sacra-
ment of the kucharist ; and has given his apostlues,
and their successors, the Bishupsand Priests of his
Churgh the power of bringing him down in person
upon our allars, and of there rendering present, un-
der the forin of bread and wine, his ody and Ins

{blood, his soul and bis divinity ; and of distributing

this heavenly manua, and presenting this true pas-
chal Jamb to the fuithful, as the spiritual foed and
sourishment of theip sonls.  For my flesh is meut inderd,
says he, and my blood 1s drink indeed”  And he that eatelts
me, the sume alzo shail lwe by me. Joln vi. 10 66, 59.—
Thus has he literally fulfilled bis promise made to
his disciples, that where tteo or three are gathered togethes
in his nume flicre 13 he i the midst of them. Matt. xviii. 20,
T will not leuve yopu orThans says he : Twill come again to
you. Az yetalitile while and the world sees me not ; but
you scc me becauze I live,, and you shall live. In that da

you shall know that Iam in my Father, and you in me on

I 1n you. Johnxiv- 18,19. Yes, Christians, we still sce him
in the sacrament of the altar, where the unbeliev-
ing wotld sceshim not. There he still lives in us,

yand we in him. There, in a borrowed shape, to

try our faith, he still comes to unites himself to us
so closely , that it can be said with truth, that as ke
{3 in the hzlfu‘r, 80 are we in him and he in us.” Nor does he
even hesitate (o expose thus hissacred and glorified
body to numberless iusults, indignities and profana-
tiung, ashe had done in his mortal state. rather than
deprive our soufs of their heavenly food, orhimsel’
of the pleasure he takes in dwel 'm%l with us ; for
my délight, says he, 8 to betwith the children o
men. Prov. viii. 81. .

The Angels stand astonished to see such rare pre-
dilection manifested by the Deity towards so abjer
a creature ag this poor child of the earth, They
adore in silence tho frec and independent counsels
of him who says, ke will have mercy on whom ke
will have mercy. Exod. xxxix. 19, Rom.ix.18
Aund they look down with amazement on the unac-
counlable ingratitude of man 1o God; and on his
astonishing ivsensibility to the expression of suca
unbounded- love and partial favour,

Qur Lord besides, in the superabundance of his
mercy to us, has inslituted other sacraments, through
which, like so many channels, the merits of his suf
ferings and death might be corveyed o our souls -
by the worthy frequentation of which, we are duly
purified from all tho defilements of sin, adorned
with innocence and ‘sanctity, and rendered more
and more pleasing in his sight, objects of his com-
g}acency, and living temples of the Holy Ghost.--

or has he left any thing undone, that might any
ways ‘end, directly, or indjrectly, toivards our spi-
ritunl advantage., Not {o mention the numberless,
and too often neglected particular graces, which ¥
imparts to us ; his inward calls, and secretinspin
tions to turn from thie deceitful world to him, who
is our only true and perfect good : the favourablo
opportunitics he puts in our way to practice good
works ; and the meanshe ’givcs us of breaking lonse
from the ties of sin, and of subduing our cvii habifs;
which means, if once neglectéd, may never more
be offered again, O what mysteries shall be re-
vealed on fhe great accounting day, when the
ways of God to man shall be made manifest ;—
the sccrets of Divine Providence disclosed, an..
the black ngratitude of the sinner in all its defor-
mity, held forth 1o the public view of men and an-
gels! "What wonder then, if the patience of God
50 long abused, if his love so often slighted and
disregarded, should turn at last into the most sci-
ted hatred ! 'The more we love, the more we re-
sent our love’s being scorned  or neglected: and

food. The ox Znows ifs oienc~, and the ass lug maste’s .| enderly expresses. e sends us the Paraclete, or JGed, who loves above ali, and without all Loupds,
t .
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