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THE CATHOLIC.

o

ecome of the Saviour’s cverlasting priesthood, ac-
cording (o the order of Melehisudech; who affered
ap bread and wine, as pricst of the most high Godl
Where is that universal sacrifice, and pure oblalion,
which, according to the jast of all the prophets, Ma-
lachy, 1, 11; twas to be offered up in every place,
1.70m the rising of the sun to the going down thercof,
cmong the converted Gentiles.—Where is wisdom’s
banquet, Prov. 92 Where is the Saviour’s living
and life-gwing bread? the true bread that cometh
down from heaver:, and giveth life tolhe world: bet
rer than even the mraculous manna: kis very flesh,

(o eat, end his very blood to drink? Jolm 6. Isit
only what we spy hero on theiv communion table?|
thevmtner’s drug and the baker’s crumb?  Is this;
then the fulilment of all the ancient ﬁgurcs?—'l‘hisa
thair wondrous  accomplishment, that vasso to!
surpass them allt 'What ! Nothing in subslancc!
aid reahity, butan earthy crust, and the juice of
the grape? This indeed isall, that i common;
wali ats protesting brethren tlis regal pachansenta-
1 osect allinds.

But, at least in its ceremonials,- and external
forms of worship, 1t has notstripped itself so shame-

It former laborious and beneficent cleray; a clergy,

i1 fuld to the sower the seed thrown into ity by found-

|itigious dwellings, and by reaving churches worthy

their retyrn to poperys) "l'c.S"”.“’ fell spirit of re-ji pyilies.  So that theiv dupes, the good people, must
morselesy hatred to the bn\:murs church, whichlt receive, nnd welcome, as their spiritual direetor ad
hiad beeninfused in o their minds by the lying|l ouide to heaven, the black-coated, shovel-hatted.

nuthors of this villainous contrivance.

In the whole of this nufling. parlinmentary, pig-)!

"but noble born numb-skull: the political partymuun;

lie sucaking sycophiant; or hypocritical yea andnay

my churcly, we witness nothing It the work off man; whose camelion mind assumes  alwiys thg

sclfish, greedy and unprincipled woiklings; whoy !
have exhausted every nrt ol deception to seewre 10
themselves and their famifies induolent case and af-
fluence at the expense of the public.  And thiat pub-

lic, who wore such lusersby the expubsion ot theit

that, like an exuberant field, returned a hundred

ing universities, and establishing imumberless free
schools; by building and er:dowing hospitals, and
places of refuge for the sick and indigent; by erect-
ing and keeping in repair, their Presbyteries and re-

ot the august religion they protussed, churches, stil
the ornament and boast of their nation; aad all this|;
without any pecumary exactions, or legally ex-|
torted contributions from their hearers: Yet tho),

tessly naked, as its legal sister, the Preshyterian
Kirh, and the rest otits protesting kindred.  Yet
i seanty rags it wears are none of them its own,
‘They are but some shreds purloined by the wan-
ton, wayward danghter from the well stored ward-
sobe of her venerable wother. With these she
Jecks out her dwarfish form; and emulates her en-
viedd parent’s unrivalled state and comeliness.

All the forins of worship iu' this singular seet ave
Vit an imperfect, dry, dull mimickry of the Catholic
vites and external observances. ks whole devo-
rional eode. is nothing but the mangled remains of
the Roman liturgy, translated from the universal
Linguage of the universat Church into the vulgar

Jdiotn of the peeuliar spot, for which this “ecclesias-
neal monstruosity was designed.  Norin all this
new chuich serviee, or buok of common prayer, as
s ealle d, do we find any thing original, or hon-
estiy got; any thing it can properly call its own;
smt the many curtailings, necessarily made from
-1e Catholie original, in order to adopt this last to
‘Lo negative nature of the profestant creed, and a
tew not verv ereditable additions more of a politi-
«al thana rel rious kind, such as the mock-marlyr-
dom of that trvekling monarch, Chavles the first:
the resloralion of Lis lewd and licentious son,
Chintle the Secont; and the glorions  accession to

'he English crown ot the Dutch deliverer William:
-l for royalty, and 1alty to himor her, who reigns
the head and ido¥of t+is church establishment: and
tinally, though firet in time, the office for Cecil’s
foly duy, as Tames, hi~royal master, styled it that
shameless tibel on theinnocent Catholics bore and
wnborn; The gunpowder treason; with allits fiend-
I:ke exccrating prayers,told yeacly over every where
througliout-tlie British dominions, with pealof bells
-aul cannon’s roar;' to rouse, if slumbering after
sentaries past; and kesp,if possible, tor ever alive
an the breastsof the “iznorant “credulous, and de-
“yled multinde, (agthe sure means  of preventing

public, fur whose advantage, all this, and vasily|,
more was donie; could be brought to exult in the ,
suppression and oppression ofsuch an order of meng |,
and toapplaud the very plunderers of this, their
commion property; of which their Catholic Clergy
were but the legal keepers; and to hail the intro- i
duction inupon them of a greedy, craving, all-con- ‘
suming, yet never satiated set of locusts; who feed
and fattenvith their hopeful brood upon the hard-
earned fruits of the labourer’s industry; which broad
at the incumbent parent’s death are thrown, quite
unprovided for, 2 preciouscharge, upon the com-
munity: that public, the English, who Lold them-
selves sowise, could be so befooled and  outwitted |
by heir selfishand crafly rulers; as with joyful ac-
clamation to make over to them, and their heirs
for ever, the precious mine, from  which they de-
rived such inestimable advantuages; and to accept,
in rewrn, from the hands of their titled swindlers,
a carnal clergy 10 be quartered on them; a num-
berless poor to be provided for; and in order to
prop up, and perpetuate the new order of things,
adnatwn‘al debt, that can never be  extinguish-
eds

In the right of lay nomination, or presentation,
to the situations of this singular churchy which. its
lay founders very wiscly kept to themselves; we
seea bare-faced usurpation of the massive power,
granted by Christ to his sole apostles, and their
lawful successors, the bishops, or rulers of his
church, and, in the sale of these lucrative situa-
tions, daily advertized in our newspapers; the
deadly sin of Simony recognized as a component
part of this-statutory religion. All"the wealthy
and important trusts in this national synagogue,
arein the gift of the king, its head, andof his mi-
isters: of the nobilgfand chief landed proprietors;
who hold them asa:disposeable boon to the sup.
porters of their measures, right or wrong; to _their
flatterers and fayorites; or, as asure provision . for

we, which is most to the liking of his patron: wm,

in fine. the good icllow, fox-hunting, jolly-bottle
companion of some noble rusue, and uproarous cox-

comb.

Such are the top-worthies; the very flour and
orinent ol this ecclesiastical establishment: plac-
ed there certainly more for ornament than for use.
These are the clucts not destined to do the drudg-
egies and mcuial duties ob the saored  housebiola.
Their thousands and tens of thourands ofthe pub-
lic money, they have a legal right 1o pocket. and
spend as they please; without any vllier return on
their part, but that of finding vut, good envugh fu
the donor |, sutue needy, and  therefore 1eady, Jde-
pendant of the same cloth; to do for a sorry and
vet begrudged mite of their lordly incomes, all
the duty, not a very hardvne; which they would
otherwize have to perfonin themselves,

And what, pray, dogs all this dear bought duty
cousist in?  \Why, really in nothing more than
what, ifhe can but read and wrife, the meanest
clownis eapable of performing. They have to
read their church service every Sunday; for  holy
days, except twod or three politiecal ones are ¢n-
tircly out ofthe question. And may not every
print-reading peasantdothe same: and, that per-
haps, in a more distinct and aundible voice, than ma -
ny a clerical and colleze-bred mumbler is  observed
to do! But they must also preach. O, that in
deed were some test of their knowledge, zcal and
piety; if but from the abundance ofthe head and
heart the mouth were truly speaking. But if alt
their preachings are but readings, though, for the

ilook of'the thing, they are made from manuscripts

oftener bought than prepared; what man, weman,
orchild, who has been for a few months with a
competentwriting master, but might preach as
good a sermon as any of them? They have be
sides now and thén to administer theic Lord’s sup-
per: to baptize and marry the living; and bury the
dead. 'These are doubtless weighty and important
dutics, and all as well paid for. Yet the mere me-
chanical performance of'such is not above the capa-
city ofany one. Their Lord’s supper they say, is
nothingZbut commonbreadand wine, parted among
the most church-going of-their hearers.—Their
marriage is ito sacrament, but only a civil contract
Baptis:m, duly administered, is valid, without them.
Their confirmation too is no sacrament, but merg-
Iy a ceremony, retained for the sole purposg of
keeping up what they so much pride themselves
in, prelatical distinction. ‘Their fuperal service, in.
fine, is but a catch-penny job: like the Undertnk-

er’s ridiculous display of staves, bands and ostrich

tails; invented only to tythe the property of the
mourning survivors; but ofpa purpose, or pogej-

ble tise whatever to the soulsof the deceased.

the younger, and least hopeful branches of their fa-
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. Here isthen the body ofa Chureh, without, &\



