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We heor tnuch of a Hindu wornan's degradation and
seclusion and irnormnce ; of ber sufférisgs, lier heipless-
scss and hope essness, and the hoif of it ail is ricither
raid nor Ionown. Shut in from ail thse worid, without
books, îviihout music, or even the knowiedge of a sang
ta sing ; without needieworc or fancy work ofany kind,
or any occupation or amusement wbatcver save what
the naked hit cbildren make, how can seý escape an
alniost vacant mind, if flot hopeleas imbecility ? 'f she
is a wife se mnay arrange ber cloth and -ber jewels
becorningly and contrive dainty disbes for ber husband,
of wbich sbe wii -partake when he is satisfied ; but if
the one to whom, probably, as a baby she was
betbrothed, happent- to die, even tisese paor pleasures
are denied her. Sise is a reproach, an outcast, accursed ;
in ail God's beaven no star casts a ray of hope te bier.
Wbhat influence cao sncb o one exert or wisat power can
shte wieid ?

A wisole race of women bave lived for îenerations
under these conditions, and remain intelligent and
lovable, witis a native refinement marvelous to sec, and
no wooscn je the world exercise greater power. Per-
laps you will be startled if I say that the), bold the
destiny of their 4ountry more compietely in tbeir bands
than tIL women of any otber land ;that they are the
ruiing power ir India, aitbougb thîs power is exercised
su quietly and ouI ufsight. Reprcscdpeweris always
the most dongerous. Women in Christian lands cao
participate in almost every amusement and cvery privi-
lcgc open to tise other tex, can bave their women's aid
societies in every phiiantbropic measure of the day; and
perisapa this very widcning of ber rnfluence diverta
time and tbonigbt front father and brothler, busband and
child. Cetainly il gives us comosunitycf sbougbt and
tction. Women are as mucs elevated by tise mental and
moral culture of tbc day as men are.

In Iodla it is no a a; ail tbe influx of civilization and
religions light froin the New World bas fallen on tbe
smen glone. It bas hsad no means isf reaching the
hidden retreats where thse women dwell. The only rays
of iigbs that bave penetrated tiscre bave been carried by
the missionary women, sadly few in number, sabo bave
bren able to reacb their 'sisters in their scclusion, and
tell fromn bouse to house tbe story nf tbe cross. 1
believe this, above every other reasort, is the cause nf
the sliibt bold Cbrisanity bas taken of the caste peo-
pie of odia. A caste woman bas flot even bier father
or brotber Io care for ; se was sepsrated from thent in
early childhood. ReTï-whole life bas but one Vent, one
direct:on in wbicn t0 grow, and fisat is eut tbrougb bei
hssband and ber sons to the world be.yond. To kcep
fier busband and ber sons loyal to ber is ber one ambi-
tion, and there is nnthing too bard for ton isigis for ber
is ber endeavor after it. Tisousands foil and'yet many
succeed ; and wben one fails it is generally because
another ouomas bas unsurped the place. There is
ýometbing oery suggestive in the fact tbat the most
beautifual and renowned building in indla (<the Tai
NMaisai) was buiît as tise tribute of a devoted isusband
te biaqueen.

Again, evcry Hiisdu womnan is bound to keep ber bus-
bond and sons in thse good old pathsa fter tbe strictest
sert of ltioduism., She generally rares far more for
eligion tb-in ber busbsnd does-sbe is, if ynu please.

more supertitinius. Woe to tise man wbo is recreant
ta ber faith 1 His wlfe may flot say mucis. but bis
mother will ; there is neîtber peace ner rest for bim
iscnceforward.

Wbcn you urge a Hindu to give bis reason for not
actepting tbe Christ of whose dlaims be is inteilectnolly
convinced, he will be slow te give it ; but it is aimost
invoriably one of tisec reasons :" 1 cannot break my
pour oId mothcr'a beart." i am ofraid ofmy motber's
curseY" "i cannot give np my wifc and children."
Il is a 'womans influence thal holdr Atm back.

Many of these men love their wivca and children-
mnore, perbaps, love the tasty breakfasts and savory
ners tbat no one else wiUl take the trouble to coo for
tiseu. For one resu or annîber, aIl flnd it inconve-
nient, at least, to bave no home, especîally as bolt fle
and restaurants are incompatible wîth caste Now, to
bave a home ne must please tbe women wbo dwcll
tiscre. If a man wtises to be o Christian, be bas nos
merely bis wife or wives to couoend witb bis mother and
grandimnther, bts brothers' vives, and aIl tbe women nf
tise establishment ( usnally ot a few ) club tngether t0
bring bim to bis sentes; tbey will coax bim first, but tbey
bave no end cf devices for bringing bim bock to tiseir
faitb if coaxiisg fols. Mets know this, and tbe terror
ilbgt bangs over the bead of cvery one of thero is, *that
if he persists in wbat tbe women of bis housebnld rail
evil courses, something will be mixed in the fond %%bicis
tbey cook wbicb will conquer ail bis stubbornness and
end bis days.

Tise ooly tbing a mon cao do, and wviat cvmr caste
maxi wio bas become a Christian bas becs nbliged ta
do, is simply to leave tlîein tll-Jiterall)-, 0a run away
and leave witb thent bis property, bis bouse, bis chiid-
ren, and-everytbing he otn. in tbe woq Id. tiun3an's
description of tbe pilgrim startisg on his pilgrimiage
bas been literally fulfilled on tony o H indu.

I remember a case in poit-o wealuisy and influen-
tial isigis-caste mon, wbo, I bave ne doubt, is a coyvert-
cd mani, and wbo was baptised bv my busband sentie
years ago. Thtis mon was resisekable for breadtb and
strenglis of character, a mon of sterlingworth and

greatcindependence. H e was practically king in tbe
listnict wbere he lived, and be thought be was able ta
be a Christian and make bis bnusebold eitber suirmit
or leave. He was wealtby, had twn saives and a large

following."
Wben be came to tbe bouse of the native preacher

te ask for baptin and te ollier bimseif te tbe Cburcb,
o crowd of retainers came with bit, among wboot were
bis two wives, weeping and teariog their baie. One of
tbese-ooe to wbont he -das strongiy attacbed-beat
ber bead ogainos tht wali of the bouse until tisey bad ta
bold ber to keep ber front killiog iserseîf, wbile she de-
clared sbe would kill berseîf rather tbats see ber bus-
bond o Christian.

But none of these tbinps moved bit. He deferred
bis baptiont for a wbiie 1n consequcnce, but avowed
constantly bis faitb if Christ, and bis purpese t0 con-
fess His notne puislicly in baptism. n be did un.
He came and wos baptizcd, but he iseld to bis property
aod anc wife. H e ad ne cbidren.

Hia friends fnund- tisaS ibey coýuld do nothing -witb
hit, for be was ton fanr above thent ta fcor tiseo. How.
ever, they were deternsjned net te ac bhins. Findissg
tisot he bad actually left tbcm, tbey ail rallied round
himagaib. His wife said "ise was wise and gond, and


