vy o ne—

fashionable, and we shall not any longer
have to complain that its interests will he
neglected.  We shally in future numbers,
give some interesting sclections from lec-
tures and Essays read before the Society.

AGRICULTUKAL SOCIETIES.

We know that ..uch societies are caleu.
lated to effect much good, provided they are
established and mauaged on proper princi-
ples. Without this they are not of much
benefit to the general unprovement of agri-
culture. The Royal English Agricultural
Society should be the mode! for one in Ca.
nada, if we possessed the same sort of ma-
terials to forin one here, which we regret to
say is not the case. We have, therciore,
suggested the propriety of forming a Board
of Agriculture to act for Canada, in the
same way the Royal English Society does
for England.  'The following remarks from
The Bristol Mercury respectinng that society,
may be useful in showing what might be
expected from a gimilar Socigty or Board of
Agriculture, forimed here on the same prin-
ciples :—

“The Royal Agricultural Society of Eng-
land may be regarded as the natural head of
the numerous * Agricultural Associations’
and ‘Farmers’ Clubs’ scattered throughout
the country. From the wealth and niflis.
ence, and scienufic acquirements of Jis Jead-
ing members, it is enabled to reduce theory
to practice, and to engage in expernnents of
a nature and extent which wounld deter in-
dwiduals or local hodies of more linuted
meaus. Ilence its real value. It proces
and then recommends. Ttis compnsed, not
of dreaming theorists, or of scientific ab.
stractions, but of intelligeat meu of busi-
ness babits, anxious to turn ihe discoveries
of science to practical profitalic uses; to
mcrease the productive returns of the soil
by the application of manures, suited to its
character and capalahities; and to increase
the stock, and to unprove the breed, of our
valuab ¢ domestic animals, by careful atten-
tion to those p inciples of breeding the value
of wiuch have been tested by resuits.

“In order to accomphsh this in the most
effectual manner, and to pursue and reader
available e knowledge and mformation
gained by s several members, in the course
of their respective expernneits, the society
has cstablished a Quarterly Journal m
which, ten glad with useful sugwestions,
and recommendations, are accumulaied the
fruits of the labours of men who, from -
clination, interest, or a sense of wuty, have
turned their minds to the important subject
of agriculture; and who, from their actual
position and advantages, have been able to
test the merits of discoveries, which would
have lain dormant if recommended wnried
to the hard-working farmer. In short, the
object of the society 1s 10 show the fariner
what it will be for lus interest to adop.”

The same paper again observes i—

«If any thing had been wanting to con.
vince ug of the sterhing valic of such asso-
ciations as the present, it would have heen
furnighed by the appearance of the Show-
vard. Persons of all classes, from the own.
cr of the princely estate to the hard-working
cultivator of the soil, were to be found min.
gled together in friendly conversation, ex-
changing epinions and receiving and impart-
ing information in their remarks and criti-
cieme on the various stock and ingenious
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implements of hushaudry.  This, of stvelt'is
a great good. ‘The agmeultural nund too
uften becomes apatheuce or preiudiced, from
moviag touw much in a cirele, aud fram lair-
ed means of obhservation; and the maxiuns
and meder of anarvow locality becomes re.
aarded with as much veneration as ¢ prools
of Holy Wi, aud are handed down frum
sire 1o son as fundanentsl laws.  But as
each loeality s distinguished by is excelling
management in some  deparnnents,  angd
noted forats detictencies - others, aothaneg
tends fo much to ditfase a knowledgn o ile
one amd to correct the vther, as a wmgling
tgether of wen frum varous Gi-iricts, en.
gaged ina conn o pursaity, anyvions for im-
provement, and with the living proels be-
fore thew eyes of what may be clieeted by
care, skil), and seience.  In the present -
stanee, there were mea fro Hanpslare and
Nourthuinber ad—fran Cornwall to Kent,
with sprinklings fram \Wales, Ireland, and
'Scotland mingling with the dense crowds of
tfarmers from Somersetshire, Gloucerter-
slure, Worcesterslure, Wilts, Herefurd,
{ Durset, Devonand  ther neighbouring coun-
ties ; and sach being the caxe, it is itnpossi-
Yhle to caleulate the sources of kuowledge
‘i\\'luch may have been opened, the fresh
trams of thought onginated, and the obsti.
nate preyudices wlichi miay lave been bro-
ken down by a day spent'in the Royal Ag-
ricultural Society’s Show-yarl.”

The object of the society is not directed
chiefly to the improvement of live stock, but
to the general improvement of the cultiva-
tion of the svil and crops—of implements—
and the destruction of vermin iniurious to
the produce of agricultute. Indeed, there
is scarcely any subject that has any influ.
ence on agriculiure, that is not an object of
their inquiry aud attention.  When we have
Agricultural Seciet'es in Canada that will
follow the exuuple of the English Socicty,
we may expect they will produce much
good 5 but while our Sucietics direct their
chief attention and encvuragement to the
impravement of lIive cattle alune, we shall
unt expect much good to be effected by
them.

MR, HOWTTT'S SUUTH DOWN SHELP.

On the 136th page of the present nnmber,
will be scen a coreet likeness of one of
Mr. Howitt's South Dawn Ewes,—a breed
of sheep we consider 1 every respect weli
adapted to this country.

Witlna onr recollection, the Canadian
farmers have been sadly in error in their
mode of tmproving their stock of sheep—
they bave run into two extremcs in point of
wool and mutton. Not mauy vears since,
a fuil-breed Mcrino or Saxon Ram wonld
bring from LI2. to £15. As the fmprove.
ment of the wool was almost the sole object
of the admirers of these particular breeds,
no regard was pad to improve them in
poinis which so much characierize good
feeders; the result was obvious.  The mut-
ton was found to be ill-flavoured, aud the
stock not adapted to our cold winters. At
anore receat date, the Leicesters 2ud Lin-
coln breed of shecp have been introduced,
and are at present held in high estimation.
The principal fault that can be attzched to
the spirited gentiemen who imported these

sheep, and whostill continue to do so, is that
they have not pa:d suilicient attention to the
improvement of the wool, a point by no
means of seeondary consuderation i a coun-
try hike this, where every farmer should feel
proud m attuey himselt i his own dumes-
tic manufaciuzed apparel. We gpeak from
expenience. Fue yoars ago, the Mania,
fur these particlar gride s of sheep became
50 very general, that we were induced to
pay an eatravagant price fur a flock of them,
aud the parteular sheep which we most
, Ighly prized, turued vut worthless for wool,
i as the carduyg nsachimes in use in the coun-
try, could not anutacture it unless they
cut into preces with transverse knives fixed
for the purpose.  ‘The wool in question mea-
sured 13 nchies in leugth and was extreme-
ly course.  We wish it 10 be understood,
that e do not mican to condemnn either of
the breeds in question. They may all be
Justly prized, under certain restrictions, but
the wdea we wish to convey is this, that some
regard should be paid by breeders to the
hest interests of the country, and in their
crosses should unprove their steck in those
posts wluch they may be deficient ir, and
by that means we would have a stock that
would not only be suited to our circumstan-
ces, but worthy of culogy.

In cur last we mentioned some of the
particular features of Mr. Howitt’s South
Dowas, and have endeavoured to bring thein
into the favourable notice of the Canadian
public, m domng so we have been actuated
by disinterested motives. T'o show our sub-
seribers that we are not alone in our estima-
tion of the South Downs, we beg to givag
them *he following paragraph from a late
Buglish paper i—

“*Tnr Beisror, MEzeTING. — Mr. Jonas
Webb's shcep, as our readers saw by our
last week’s paper, carried off all the first
prizes at Bnstol; in additioy to this he let
there in the show-yard, six sheep for thg
season, at £409. 10s., and refused 120 gui-
neas for the ire of another ; and it is grati-
fymng to us to add, that he exhibited four out
of the fine best shearlings present, one of
which obtained the sccond prize of 15 sove-
resgns, and the other three were all com-
mended by the judges; thus proving the
tact,_that four out of the best five sheep
were exhinted by this gentleman. The
sheey, which obtamed the first prize of 30
roveraigns against sheep of any age, was
fet by Mr. Webdb at 100 guineas—Cam-
oridge Independent.”

These prices are higher than is paid for
any other description of sheep at present in
England. One hundred guincas for the hire
of a ram forone season, is a very high price
indeed, considening that the stock of sheep
in England are so generally improved and
of the best quality.

Musnroons.—The following simple and
casy method 1s recommendced for trying the
auality of field inushrooms :=~Take an onion,
and strip the outer skin, and boil it with
them. If it remains white, they are good;
but i it becomes blue or black, there are
gertzinly come dangcrous once among them.




