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substantiate. Another person who took a lead-
ing pu t iu introducing the new breed was the
late Mr. Robert Tihomnson, of Lilburn, and after.
wards of Clillingham Barils in Northumberland,
wlo in ls youth resided for sone lime with
Bakewelt as his pupl, and w1lose flock, long
kao ru as one of tue best, on the Borders, was
bred directly fron BakewrelI's. I cannot, of
course, speak of the flocks of the breeders now
named fium personal observation, as they hard
all eitier died or retircd iron business hv the
time I began ; but I inherited fron mv faillr a
fiock of Leicesters wlich had been bred chiefly
from sheir flocis, and I bave thus been familiar
fromi my earliest years with the stylec of sheep
whicl they introduced. About thirty.five years
ago, and four nany subsequent years, there exist-
ed a small flock ot Leicesters, the property of
Mr. Lule bcott, furmuerly tenant of Eaisiiitton
Wngse, near Belford, which I knew well, and
whichI, in several respects, may lie said to have
been unique. Mr. Scott, although a steady and
upri¿ýht uman, had iot prospered i business.
Froin everlknew him lie hadno farm of his own,
ad bis I ttle flock, nbring soie twuentv :vos

and thuir pruduce, to whiich he etuiig with fond
aficetian and ahnost desperate tenacitv, was
boarded out, sumetilnes in one place and somsîe-
ties i awuther, oftn exposed to great straits,
and nCe'er enîjoy ing anyting liko fair treatient.
He bas often tuld nie that the foundation of
this flock was laid by the purchiase of a fei
shea lind ene.s from a Mr. Yellowly, then in
good repute as a breedev of pure Leicesters.
As long as Mr. Robert Thomson continued a
breeder, Mr. Scott laid used only rams, or their
progeny, of his owen br'eedinz: anid for the 20
or '25 y.Vs which cilpsed betwixt Mr. Robert
'T'hom!snu's retiremet. fraim lusinless and tli
final brealing up of .Mr. Scott's little floek, the
la tir was mîaintained entirely by hie use of bis
<nWu rAmis. So jealously did this exclusive
old i m watch over the purity of' lis idolised
hale fl.k, that I recollect of lis tellinLr Ie how
a harou ite ewe hlad inade lier escape fron the
enclusure in vhich she iwas contined, and hasd
got aecess to a ram of a neighbou'n floek.
Most pesons would have thouht it enongl li
suchi circunmstances toghave sold or destroved
the progeiiy of this mesalliance; but so irrem-
liabily did the old inan consider his ewe to have

been contamiated, that favourite as she was,
he caused lier instaatly to bo slaughtered. Mr.
Scott let out on hire as many of his rans as he
could, but never sold either male or female ex-
rept to be slau.ghtered. And wv'hat, then, were
te characteristics of tiis interesting httle ilock,
sepa-ated fron Bakeivell's by but one itermedi-
ate link ? Their faces and legs were invariably
white-asz mîuch so as any Cheviot's.' Thcir
wool formed a close-set, compact fleece, iiclin,
ing to coarsecness in the brecch, and often

aty, or a'together awanting, on the belly.
The ranis carred their heads well I), being

strong and full in the neck-vein, and renarkably
wide in the chest. They were particulariy clean
in the lcg. and seldom suffered from foot-laise-
ness. They wsere %igorous and active. and in
token of this were pu¿nacious tu a aulit, beng
more troublesomse in this respect thai the ramns
of any breed of slhep f have ever had to do
with. 0wing to their own purity of breeding
they plosq'eQsed in a reinai kable degree the capac-
Ity of' impartin their own chargetenstics to
every finck into which they wer iîntroduced.
Mr. 'Sott never liad muany of our rani breeders
as direct customiers, as they objected bu the con-
parative want of size of bis sheep ; but I have
the best means of knoving that most of them
freely availed themuselvcs of bis blood by hiring
ranis from those w ho did deal with him directly.
So mnueh wias this the case, that there is probab-
]y' no Leicester flocki on the borders, of any con-
siderable reputation, that lias not this blood
lar'gelv in it. 'e comparative uwant of size. to
whiclh I have just referred, always appeared to
ni to be less an int.erent quahity than the in-
evitable consequence of long coitinued hard-
ships. T have tlus shown-that ire got the gen-
uine Blakewell blood to begin with, and that, in
one instatce at leust, it was pieserved amongst
us, until a v'ery recent date, in a degree of purity
not equalled anywhere else, unless, perhaps, in
Mr. Valentine's flock. Let me not, however,
he imisunderstood as if I wisled to convey the
imnpression tlat the breedeis whoi I have nam-
cd were the only persons on Tweedside who
were direct introducers of Bakewell's blood.
There wuere muany othe s w homi I catinot enumser-
ate. i may mention, however as being Ber-
wickshire breeders, the late Wilihaum Robertson,
Esq., of Tn-dykirk, anld his tenant ansd iltilnate
friend the late James Thonson, Bogend, wlho
both, down to a yet rect date, went annually
to Leicestershiire and hired ranis from the best
florks there. Mir. Robertson's flock of about
cight lundred ewes dispersed in consequence of
lis de.îti about 1,30, and is still rcpresented in
the district. Mr. Tiomsonî's remuains intact
in the hxnds of his grandson at Munîgo's
walls, and is still iscd as a ran-breeding flock.

Much asthie Leicester shecp of the south and
of tIe Borders noiw differ fron each other, I
helieve that loth eau equally claim and prove
direct descent from Bakewells flock. Diversity
of elimate anid general treatment, and diversity
of taste in the breeders, have for a prolonged
period been at work to produce the change-
and these are influences potent enough to ne-
count for all the change wilch has actually
taken place, although both started with like
maiterials. Bakevell. ie know, hîad just the
commnon lon -Noolled sice) of bis day to worik
upon; and he by skill and perseverance, so
chlaigied them as to originaste what has ev-er
since been recognised as a distinct breed. The
materials which proved so plastic in lis
skilful hands are still as susceptible of modi-
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