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substantiate. Another person who took a lead-
ing paurt in introducing the new breed was the
late Mr. Roubert Lhomson, of Lilburn, and after-
wards of Chillingham Barns in Northumherland,
who in his youth resided for some time with
Bakewell s his pup, and whose flock, long
kaown as oue of the best on the Borders, was
bred divcetly from Dakewell's. I caunot, of
cowrse, speak of the flocks of the breeders now
named fium personal observation, as they had
all either died or retred trom business by the
time I began ; but I inherited from my father a
fiack of Leicesters which had been bred chiefly
from ‘heir flocks, and I bave thus been familiar
from my earliest years with the style of sheep
which they introduced. About thirty-five years
40, and fur many sabsequent years, there exist-
ed o small flock ot Leicesters, the praperty of
Mr. Luke Scott, furmerly tenant of Easineton
Grange, near Belford, which I knew well, and
which, in several respects, may be said to have
been unique.  Mr. Scott, although a steady and
upright man, had not prospered in husiness.
From ever Lknew him he hadno farm of his own,
and his Litle flock, numbeving some twenty ewos
and thir pruduce, to which he clung with fond
affection and almost desperate tenacity, was
hoarded vut, sumetimes in one piace and some-
times in wuother, often cxposed to great straits,
and never eujoying anything like fair treatment.
He has often told me that the foundation of
this flock was Iaid by the purchase of a few
shea ling ewes from a XMr. Yellowly, thea in
zoud repute as a breeder of puve Leicesters.
As lung as Mr. Robert Thomson continued a
brecder, Mr. Scott had used only rams, or their
progeny, of his own breedine; and for the 20
or 25 years which elapsed bewwixt Mr. Robert
Thomson's retirement {rom business and the
final breuking up of Mo, Seotd’s little flock, the
la ter was maintained entively by the use of his
own rams. So jealously did ~this exclusive
old mm watch over the purity of his idolised
lle flock, that I recollect of his telling me how
afavourite ewe had made her escape from the
enclosure in which she was confined, and had
aot access to a ram of a neighbouwrmg flock.
Most persuns would have thounght it enough in
such circumstances toghave sold or destroyed
the progeny of this mesalliance ; but so irrem-
sdiably did the old man consider &is ewe to have
teen contaminated, that favourite as she was,
be caused her instaatly to be slanghtered. M.
Scott let out on hire as many of his rams as he
could, but never sold either male or female ex-
cept to be slaughtered.  And what, then, were
the chavacteristics of this interesting hittle flock,
separated from Bakewell's by but one mtermedi-
atelink?  Their faces and leas were invarinhly
whitt—as much so as any Cheviotss Their
wool {ormed a closesset, compact flecce, inelin-
ng to coavseness in the breech, and oflen
santy, or altogether awanting, on the belly.
The rams carried their heads well up, being

strong aud full in the neck-vein, and remarkably
widein the chest. They were particulariy clean
in the le xs, and seldom suffered from foot-lame-
ness, ‘They were vigorous aud active, and m
token of this were pugunacious to a fault, being
more troublesome in this respect than the rams
of any breed of sheep [ have ever had to do
with. " Owinz to their own purity of breeding
they possessed in a remarkable degree the capac-
ity of imparting their own chargetensties to
every flock into which they were introduced.
Mr. Seott never had many of our ram breeders
as direct customers, as they objected to the com-
parative want of size of his sheep; butI have
the best means of knowing that most of them
frecly availed themselves of his blood by hiring
rams from those who did deal with him directly.
So much was this the case, that there is provab-
Iy no Leicester flock on the borders, of any con-
siderable reputation, that has not this blood
largely in it.  The comparative want of size, to
which T have just referred, 2lways appeared to
me to be less an inlerent quality than the in-
evitable consequence of long continued hard-
ships. T have thus shown-that we got the gen-
nine Bakewell blood to begin with, and that, in
oue instaice at least, it was preserved amongst
us, until a very recent date, in 2 degree of purity
not equalled anywhere else, unless, perhaps, i
Mr. Valentine’s floeck. Let me not, however,
be misunderstood as it X wished to convey the
impression that the breeders whom I have nam-
ed were the only persons on Tweedside who
were direct introducess of Bakewell's blood.
There were many othess whom I caunot enumer-
ate. T may mention, however zs being Ber-
wickshire breeders, the late Witham Robertson,
Ysq., of Ladykirk, and his tenant and intimate
friend the late James Thomson, Bogend, who
hoth, down to a yet recent date, went annually
to Leicestershire and hired rams from the best
flocks there. Mr. Robertson’s flock of about
cight hundred ewes dispersed in consequence of
his death abount 1830, and is still represented in
the distriet.  Mr. Thomson's remains intact
in the hsnds of his grandson at Mungo’s
walls, and is still used as a ram-breeding flock.
Auch as the Leicester sheep of the south and
of the Borders now difice from each other, I
helieve that hoth can equally claim and prove
direct descent from Bukewell’s flock. Diversity
of climate and general treatment, and diversity
of taste in the breeders, have for a prolonged
perind been at work to produce the change;
and these are influences potent enough to ac-
count for all the change wiich has actually
taken place, although both started with like
materials. Bakewell, we know, had just the
common longwoolled sheep of his day to work
upon; and he by skill and perseverance, so
chanwed them as to originate what has ever
since heen recognised as # distinet. breed. The
materials which proved so plastic in his
skilful hands are still as susceptible of modi-



