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INTKODUCTOKV NOri:

In (leciiliiit; to coininit the williin '•ollcclion to ri'Turs, so far \vn>^

it from my orij^niiiil intention to |irt'^"nt myself as an aspirant for

public favor, that I had aUowcil thi^ Note, a> hrst (hafted, to In*

printeil off /;/ /i'; w, with thi? statrmrnt that I did "not appt;a»- in the

role of a candidate for public patronaj^e ;
" explaininy; tlierein that I

had caused my poems to be placed in this form, as a " matter of

gratification to those of my friends, who had * soliciteil ' me so to do,"

—

and to myself.

Having dt.'termined to apjiear for judgment, may i here have

leave to state, a. a consideration to be borne ir. mind l)y tliose into

whose hands tliis little volume may fall, that its contents are tlie jiro-

dt'ction of the spare hours which have remained to me, from day to

(hay, (?/'Av' i'lisiiirss diitirs, I'or under these most unfavorable circum-

stances have tliey, indeed, (/// been written.

While, as has been said, *"a book, to the reader, be not wor-e

or better for the circumstances under which its author has produced it,"

I would huml)ly sul)mit, to continue to (piote the same learned Writer,

that "to righ.tly estimate any man's performance, it must be com])ared

with his own particidar opportunities, * (^q know how much is

to be ascribed to native abilitv and how much to adventitious help." It

is in this latt( r view, that I presume to athance the above palliative ;

and I cannot Init feel that it is only necessary for me to plead a disad-

* Dr (oliiisoii.


