
PREFACE.

Vie firflvtiyage lias fettled the dubioùs pôinfot a praÉ(iéàý1e North.
Wefl paffagc; and I trufl, that it lias fet tfiat I*blhg- agitated. queffion àt

reft) and extinguifhed the difputes refpc%&eing -it fôr ever. An enlarged
dificul-fion of that f*ubjeâ will be found tô occupy the concluding pages

of this volume.

In this voyage, I was not only without the neceffary books and inftru-
ments, but alfo felt m)-Ièlf deficient in the fciences of aftrononiy and

navigation: I did not heritate, therefore, to undertake a winter's voyage
to this country, in order to procure the one and acquire the ofýer.

Thefe objeFfs brincy accompliffied, 1 returned, to, determine the praffi-
cabilit* of a commercial communication through the continent of
North America, between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans., which is

proved by my fecond journal. Nor do I heitate to declare my decided
opinion, that very great and effential advantages may be derived by ex-
tending our trade f rom one fea to the other.

Some account of the fur tra de oF Canada from that country, of the

nativc inhabitants, and of tDý_ý cxtenfive diffriâs conneâed with ir,'

forms- a preliminary difcourfe.. which I truft, prove interefting to

a nation whofe general pâlicy is biendcd with, and whofe 'profperity is
fupported by, the purfuits of commerce. It will alro qualif), the reader
to purfue the fucceeding voyages with fûperior intelligence and fatisfac-

tion.

Thefe voyages will not, 1 féar, afford the variety that may be ex- -
peâéd from thein ; and that which they 'ffered to the eye, is not of a

nature


