
within threc years after, viz. in 1496, granted John Sid
Cabot and his threc fons, with their aiTociates, a com-
miffion to navigate ail parts of the ocean, in five lhips,
undcr the banners of England, for the purpofe of difs
covering (" ad inveniendam fuis corum propriis
fumptibus et expenfis," c.) fuch heathen or infidel
(" gentilium et infidelium," &c.) regions, countries
or iflands, ubhrever Jituated, as were unknown to

b* Chriftian ftates; with powcr to fet up the king's fand-
ard in any lands, iflands, &c. which they night dif-
cover, not previoufly oc ied! by Chrfiii ns, and to feize,
conqtier, and poffefs all fuch lands, iflands, &c. and mc
as his liege vaids, governors, locuntenentes or depu- aft
tics, to hold doininion over, and have cxclufive pro- Jai
perty in the fame. aul

Under, this, commiffiot (which could convey -no
territorial prôperty, as none had been then acquired) e
t¢ Cabots difcovered Newfouhdland, with fome other
parts of the coaft of North Ainerica, and thereby gave cxi
the crown of England ail the rights which could refult -
from the difcovery of countries, then inhabite<i anlI f1

* ihared by large nations or-tribes of nankind; which cf
however could at moft be no other than the privilegc
of forming entalgifhments in thefe countries, with the
confent of the narjve proprietors, in prefereice to the.
fubje&s of any 'other fateb for, " No man" fays ò

Sidney,

viee of the Spanifhcivilians and canon.lawyers; and we, find Bartholemew
Delas Cafes. Bifisp of Chiapa, in a Treatife wrieten and dedicated to the
Emperor Charles the Fifth, reprefented. " That the natives (of America)

having their own lawful kings and pinces, antd a right to make Ia<ks
for the good government of 'their refpedive dominions, could not be
expelet out of them, or deprived of what they pffs, witbout doing vio-
lence te the ians of God, as Well as 'hîlaioqf.aations. Stat Fa&s. 3

An empire" fays the illalrious Sidncy, "~founded upothedoétiei
'<ef the Pope, which, amongft thofe of the Roi oÇgreat
"«importance, and the entire conq4ue fto f peoplf et w SM
< bee, ,so oan sa Conra&c-, lo de geoercte iuto.mof 4 k
" tefabe tyranfny. What then Ihali weTarof thofd wh t
" of dominio ever free nations?" ~ ~


