| 0 4]

within three years after, viz. in 1496, granted John

Cabot and his three fons, with their aifociates, a com-

mifilon to navigate all parts of the ocean, in five thips,

under the banners of England, for the purpofe of difs

covering (¢ ad inveniendum fuis corum propriis
{umptibus ¢t expenfis,” K¢.) fuch beathen or infidel

(¢ gentlium et infidelium,” &c.) regions, countries -

or iflands, “hercver fituated,-as were unknown to
Chriftian ftates; with power to fet up the King’s ftand-
ard in any lands, iflands, &c. which they might dif-
cover, nst previoufly sccupicd by Chriffigns, and to feize,.
conquer, and poficfs all fuch lands, iflands, &c. and
as his liege vailuls, governors, locumtenentes or depu-
ties, to hold dominion over, and have cxclufive pro-
perty in the fame. - o : '
Under this. commiffion (which could convey -na
territorial property, as nonc had been then acquired)

* fhe Cabots difcovered Newfoundland, with fome other

‘parts of the eoaft of North America, and thereby gave
the crown of England all the rights which could refult-
“from the difcovery of countries, then inhabited and
fhared by large natians or-tribes of mankind; which
. however could at moft be no other than the privilege.
of forming eftabjifhments in thefc countries, with the
confent of the nagve proprictors, in preference to the
fubjedts of any other ftate; for, “ No man” fays.

~

" Sidney, .

viee of the Spanifh.civilians and cazon Jawyers; and we. find Bartholemew
Delas Cafes, Bifpsp of Chiapa, in a Treatife written and dedicated to the
Emperor Coarles the Fifth, reprefented, * That the natives (of America)
"< having their own lawful kings and princes, and" a right to make lalvs’

*¢ for the good gavernment of ‘their refpeétive dominions, could not be
' expelled out of them, or deprived a{ what they poffefs, withous doing.

8¢ lence to the laws of God, as well as thelaw of aations.™ - State Faéts,&. 3.
- % An empire” fays the illaftrions Sidncy, ¢ founded upon:the donation
"$¢ of the Pope, which, amongft thofe of the Romifh' religion; s o

¢ importance, and the entire conqueft of & people;*

*¢ teffable tyragny. What then fhall wefayof thofé tearigh-
¥ of domimion over frec mations?™ w10 :

¢ been No ForRMER CONTRACT, do.degemerele into's. and des ..
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