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and De Radisson conceived what was
then considered a chimerical idea, the
establishing of trading posts even at
the extreme western or south-western
part of the bay coast. With this ob-
jeet in view they determined to takea
different course from former expedi-
tions. They adopted the Lake Su-
perior route, the Lake of the Woods,
Lake Winaipeg and the Nelson river,
and in this way reached the bay at the
mouth of the Nelson river. Thus it
was demonstrated that the bay could
be reached as well by the Superier
route as by the Straits.

These French-Canadians afterwards
applied to the French Government at
Quebec, and to the home government
in France, to allow them to conduct
ships to the heart of the fur countries
by way of Hudson’s Straits. Both
Governments refused their application.
They thén proceeded to Boston in the
British colony of Massachusetts, thence
'to London, where they were received
by British merchants, who were but
too glad to engage them in the cause
of esbabhshmv a trade with the Indians
in the region “of Hudson’s Bay.

Mr. Gllla.m connected with the New-
foundland trade, was entrusted with
the duty of prosecuting the discovery,
and to interest himself on the side of
the English traders. He sailed in the
“ Nonsuch ” ketch into Baffin’s Bay in
- 1667 to the height of 75 degrees north,
and from thence: southward to 51 de-
arees, whence he entered a river, to
which he gave the name of Prince
Rupert, and finding the Indians favor-

able he erected a sma.ll fort there. This -

success induced the English Company
shortly. afterwards to establish forts or
trading posts at Monsipi a.nd at
hlchlchoua.nne 4
As I gather - from Frénch aecounts,
tbe two rench- Canadians, Des.Groze-
liers and .De. Radisson, accompanied
"Gillam on'his expedxtlon
The planting of Fort Rupert on the
coast of the bay was the first attempt
the English made.in establishing trade

with® the Hudson’ s:Bay ; and wasreally
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the foundation of the Hudson’s Bay
Company, that great trading company
which so long o-ovemed the North-
west and - monopohzed the trade in
that country.

The persons interested in the vessel
which took Gillam and his associates
to the coast, upon the return of Gillam
applied .for a patent to Charles the
Second, who granted them the Hudson’s
Bay charter, dated the 2nd May, 1670.

Thus we have presented the singu-
lar fact that two French-Canadians, by
their enterprise in visiting the coast
by way of Lake gupenor baffled by
the French and French Colonial Gov-
ernments, threw themselves into the
hands of London merchants, who Le-
came the founders and proprietors of
the Hudson’s Bay Company.

The London company, having got
their grant, were not slow in a,va.xhncr
themselves of their privileges, and
soon erected.a fort or tra.dmnr post-at
the mouth of the Nelson river, which
was interchangeably, as between the
French and English, called Fort Bour-
bon or Fort Nelson. The question as
to who was to secure the trade with
the Indians of Hudson’s Bay was daily
growing in importance.

Des Grozeliers and De Radisson, who
had succeeded in giving a foothold to
the English-on the coast, were adven-
turers, as ready to serve the English
as the French, or the French as the
Englisb, as best suited their interest.
Lea.vmo- the service of the English
they went to- France, and, as the
French historians say, repented of the
mistake they had made in discovering
to the English the advantages of Hud-
son’s Bay, obtained pardon from the
French king, promised to do better for
the future, and returned to Canada.

The patronage of the King of France
havmv been obtained, .a French or
French-Canadian Compa.ny was form-=
ed for.the .purpose of contesting the
claims of :the English in Hudson’s Ba.y,
and to.turn the trade. in .the direction
of-Quebec and France to the: exclusxon
of the English: -



