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Asquith Government Must Soonl 
Face Problem Of Forcing 

Ip , Through Programme Of Par- 
jlS liamentary Reform
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ring Of Liberal Majority In 
Upper House Means Un­
wieldy Body Of Thousand 

^Members—Alternatives

DON, Dec. 28.—With the 
Of the new year an 

^Ghristmaa season, fl 
the all-absorbing topic. In the 
Wr in all the political clubs 

rife as to whether the 
will acknowledge de- 

j|jfi|iirive Mr. Asquith to the 
ggjÏF Securing guarantees from 

creation of new peers 
• e parliament bill in the up-

ap-.

t the close 
litics are:

GREETINGSV§&; that ai 
the ini:-2
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To our friends and the public of 
|Fietoria,\ve yextlnd 
greetings and best wishes for

our sincerest
■‘v •-V^ a"IV a

7y.
" do when the précèdent* of govern­

mental measures is involved—is an- 
*ther matter. ■

MERRY CHRISTMAS .Ci rvgtives are prophesying that 
ions à tile Nationalist and La- 

#o¥lte camps are only a question of 
months, and if these are not smoothed 
over the existence of the coalition is 
at an end.

What will happen it is impossible to 
foretell—another general election be­
fore the coronation is not to be 

j§ thought of. , ' , ...
And yet, uniees a second vite con­

ference reaches an amicable agreement 
in the mesh time no other solution aug- 

gg£ Bests itself. It, is not likely that Mr, 
will recommend the referen. 
:ing that it is his opponents’ 
and that he had already de-
it in unmeasured terms.

A Thousand Pssef
Qn the question of the creation of 

hew Liberal peers, the Spectator says; 
"In the first place the new House of 
lords, which would mfiBfkiuVtf over a 
thousand members, would be 

f lve,y Unwieldly. When it had to sit 
for the purpose of registering the de­
crees Of the House of Commons, it 
would be difficult to find any place 
except Westminster Ball big enough 

"to hold It. In addition to this 
tion of size, there would be the strange 

OTOSly that the House of Lords would 
, as regards the Liberal party. In a 
sttiOn similar to that which the Lib­
els lyive always told us is so mdn- 

etrous and disgraceful—namely, that 
one party should have a permanent 
predominance In that house. The 
House of Lords after the creation of the 
five hundred peers would be, at any 
rate, during the next ten years, a per­

ry
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May it be a joyous one of the 
good old kind
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•latently Liberal house. For this then, 
as well as for physical reasons, some 
plan must at once be produced for fil­
tering the House of Lords and reducing 
it to a body.of, say, three or four hun­
dred members at most.

•'In other words, the creation of the 
peers would mean that the government 
must at once tackle the problem of 
House of Lords reform. They 
put this thorny and exhausting ques­
tion before the introduction even of 
the Home Rule hill.
Irish people would object to this; but 
in case of this kind even Mr. Red­
mond’s commands would, we venture 

j;. -to say. have to be disobeyed. The 
scandal of leaving the House ef Lords 

,'lv'gwlth a thousand members would fee 
gtoduralble. It will thus be seen that the 

■ ^government, even 
the power, have
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No doubt the
Pi

li

m un-
a

ii. : though they have 
maày very strong 

usons for not wishing to dare the *'\ 
mse of Lords to force them to create 
e hundred peers, and thus preclp*. 

the question of the composltio.i 
second chamber. The govern- P 

ment would clearly prefer a comprom- ^ 
i#e under which they could get th* ^ 
assent of the Lords to their bill with­
out recourse to the wholesale manu­
facture of coronets."
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■: d<l Arrested hn Seattle
j TACOMA, Dec, 28.—Parmlee Spe*-,., 
f ft prominent mining engineer of Van- ft 
| couver, B. C., was arrested at the
I Olympus hotel today by the police at to
[ the request of Canadian authorities, hi* 
I who^hoid a warrant charging mlsap- ac<
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