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rose nobles, so long as you were notl]
2 man after my own heart. But I have
seen you back the yellow horse, and I
have seen you face the Abbot of Wav-
erley, and you are such a master as I
would very gladly serve if you havg by
chance & place for such a man. I
have seen “your following, and I doubt
not that they were stout fellows in
your grandfather’s time; but whieh of
them now would draw a bowstring to
his ear? Through you I have left-the
service of the Abbey of Waverley, and
whence can I'look now for a post? If
I stay ‘here I am all undone like a
fettered bowstring.’

“Ney, thers can be no difficulty
there,” said Chandos. “Pardieu! a
yoistering, swaggering dare-devil arch-
er iz worth his price on the French
border. There are two hundred such
who march ‘behind my own person,
and I would ask nothing better than.to
see you among them.”

L i k you, noble sir, for your of-
fer,” 4 Aylward;, “and I had rather
follow your banner-than -many another
one, for it is well known that it goes
ever forward, and I have heard enough
of the wars to xnow that there are
small pickings for the man who lags
behind. Yet, if the Squire will have
me, I would-choose -to fight under the
five roses of Loring, for though I was
born in the hundred of :Easebourme-and
the rape of Chichester, yet I have
grown up and learned to use the long-
bow in these parts, and as the free
gon of a free franklin I had rather
serve my own neighbor than a

have always held their blood and their
lives at his disposal.” A
Changos was-to ride on to Farnham
Castle and beyond, -but.-he expressed
his desire to have a warm bath. ere he
left Tilford, for like most of his fellow
knights, he was much addicted to sim-
mering in the hotteSt water that he
could possibly -endure. The bath,
therefore,’a high hooped arrangement
like a broader but shorter churn, was
carried into the privacy of the guest-
chamber, and thither it was that Nigel
was summoned to hold him company
zvlélle he stewed and“sweltered in his
ub.. ¢ : ;
; Nigel perched himself upon the side
of the high bed, swinging his legs over
the edge and gazing with wonder and
amusement at the quaint face, the ruf-
fled yellow hair, and the sinewy shoul-
ders of the famous warrior, dimly seen
amid a pillar of steam.  He was in g
mood :for talk; so- Nigel with eager
lips plied him. with a thousand ques-
tions about the wars, hanging upon
every word which came back to him,
like those of ‘the anciént oracles, out
of the mist and the cloud. To Chan-
dos himself, the old soldier for, whom
war had lost its freshnéss, it was a re-
newal of his own ardent youth to lis-
ten to Nigel's rapid questions and to
mark the rapt attention with which he
listened. ;
“Tell me of the Welsh, honored sir,”
asked the Squire. “What manner of
soldiers are the Welsh
“They are very valiant men of war,”

stranger.” ;
“My good fellow,” said Nigel, “I have

said Chandos, splashing about in his

Loring can give nothing  else, they|of Tilford would scarce suffice for one

‘of your noble spear-running against

suit of plate.

Chandos, “with his. - quick wit and
knowledge of the world, had guessed
the cause of this sudden change. “If
you fight under my banner it is for
me. to find the ‘weapons,’ said  he.
“Nay, I will not be denied.”

But Nigel shook his head sadly. “It
may not 'be. The Lady Ermyntrude
would: sell . this old house and every
acre round it, ere she would- permit
me to accept this gracious bounty
which you offer. Yet:I do not despair
for only last week L won for myself a
hoble war-horse for which I paid not
a penny, 80 perchance a .suit of armor
may. also come my way.” 3

“And how. .won you the horse?”

“It was given me by the monks of
‘Waverley."” ;

“This is wonderful. Pardieu! I
should have expected from what I had
seen, that they would have given you
little save their malediction.”

“They had no. use for the horse, and
they gave it to me.”

“Then we have only to find some one
who has no use for a suit of armor
and will give it to you. Yet I trust
that you will think better of it and
let me, since that good lady proves
that I am your kinsman, fit you for the
wars.”

“I thank. you, noble sir,” and if I
should turn to anyone it would indeed
be to you; but there are other ways
which I would try first. But I pray
you, good Sir John, to tell me of some

the French, for the whole land rings

before
Beauty,

soul.

tub. “There is good skirmishing to

with the tale-of your deeds and I have J

»

“And the bracelet, dear lady?”
“You will not laugh, Nigel?”
“Nay, why should I laugh?”

“The bracelet was the prize- ltcn' the
J f i was n -t
Queen of Jekury. which Ve his bonds and fled into the ‘forests.

me before all the high born ladies of -
England by Sir Nele Loring a month|Men call him the ‘Wild Man of Put-
our marriage—the  Queen tenham.

Nigel—I, old and twisted, as
Five strong men went
down before his lance ere he won that
And now in my last

of

You -see- me.

trinket for me.
years s
“Nay, dear and honored lady, we will
not part with it ™

“Yes, Nigel, he would have it so.
can hear his whisper in my ear.
or to him wes everything—the rést
nothing. Take it from me, Nigel, ere
Tomorrow you will
ride with it to Guildford; you will see e

Thorould the goldsmith; and you will|be, then? d
raise enough money to pay for all that
we shall need for the  King’s coming.”
She turned her face away to hide the
quivering of her wrinkled features, and
the crash of the iron lid covered the
sob which burst from her overwrought

Hon-

my heart weakens.

How Nigelb Went Marketing to -Guild-

It was on a bright June morning|are well Ioved by the folk in these
and| parts, for they rob none of them and
to make his heart light,{ have an open hand for all who will
rode upon his érrand from Tilford to|help them.”

Guildford town. Beneath him was his
great’ yellow war-horse, caracoling and{hand with the money that you have

that young Nigel
springtime

519D of Doty

“How domes it ‘that he Has not been
hunted down? If the man be a draw-
latch and a robber it would be an hon-
orable deed to clear the country of
such’ an evil.”

“Twice the sergeants-at-arms from
Guildford have come out against him,
1| but the fox has many earths, and it
wotild puzzle you to get him out of
them.”

“By Saint Paul! were my errand not
a pressing one I would be tempted to
turn aside and seek him. Where lives

“There is a great morass beyond
Puttenham, and across it' there are
caves in which he and his people lurk.”
. “His people? He hath a b&nd?”
“There are several with him.”

“It sounds a most honorable enter-
prise,” said Nigel. “When the King
hath come and gone we will spare a
day feg the outlaws of Puttenham. I
fear there is little chance for us to see
them on this journey.”

“They prey on the pilgrims who pass
along the Winchester Road, and they

“It is right easy to have an open
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“By these ten finger-bones—one -more struggle, and it Is your last.”

“The wood is too thick for horses, and
We. cannot’'leave them in the road.”

“I-will guard them,” said the lady.

“Pommers is not so easily held. Do
you bide here, Aylward, until you hear
from me. Stir not, I command you!”
So saying, Nigel, with the light of ad-
venture gleaming in his joyous eyes,
drew his sword and plunged swiftly in-
to_the forest.

Far and’ fast he ran, from glade to
glade, breaking through the bushes,

 springing over the brambles, light as

a ung deer, peering this way and
that, straining his ears-for a sound,
and catching only the cry of the wood-
bigeons. Still on he went, with the
constant thought of the weeping wo-
man behind and of the captured man
in front. It was not until he was foot-
Sore and out of breath that he stopped
with his hands to his side, and consid-
ered that his own business had still to
be done, and that it was time once
more that he should seek the road to
Guildford.

Meantime Aylward had found his
own rough means of consoling the
woman in the road, who stood sobbing
with her face against the side of Pom-
mers’ ' saddle.

“Nay, weep not, my pretty one,” saiq
he. “It brings the tears to my own
eyes to see them stream from thine.”

“Alas! good archer, e was the best
of fathers, so gentle and so kind! Hag

now! And you also, great Saint J
an, patron of all wayfarers in d!StI‘. :
Two candles shall burn before yOU

ess!

bring me back my saddle-bag. 1
would I not give to have it back

“Will you give me my life?" af
the outlaw. “Promise that I go T
and you shall have it back, if it Ew;‘l
deed true that my wife has taken I

ed, since my loss is a private one;

you should go free. By Saint

der to save my own I let vou
upon the gear of a hundred others.
“T will not ask you to let me 10
said the “Wild Man.”

store your bag.”

it will lle Wwith the Sheriff and ree
of Guildford.”

vor?"” o
‘“That I could promise you, II !

not how far my word may avail.
think that we will be so fond as 10

let you go in the hope that you
turn ?”

To be Continued.
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