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His Majesty’s Mails and How They Are Handled 
by Postmaster Shakespeare and His 
Efficient Staff—What Goes on Behind the 
Wicket in the Victoria Post Office.

Comer Montreal and Quebec streets.
Corner St. Lawrence and Simcoe 

streets.
Corner Carr and Niagara streets.
Corner McClure and Collinson streets.
Comer Vancouver and Richardson 

streets.
Comer Cook and Fort streets.
Corner Fisguard and Government 

streets.
Fomer Fort and Government streets.
Comer Cadboro Bay road and Oak 

Bay avenue.
Comer Fern wood road and Yates stre
Comer Fern wood road and Yates 

street
Comer Caledonia avenue and Cham­

bers street.
Comer Pioneer and Quadra streets.
Corner King’s road and Second street.
Comer Johnson and Government 

streets.
Near Yates and Government streets.
Junction Government and Douglas 

streets.
Comer Bridge and John streets.
Comer Store and Discovery streets.
Corner Douglas and Pandora.
Corner Store and Johnson streets.
Driard hotel.
On Bastion Square.
Dominion hotel.
The public are cautioned against post­

ing anything but letters in the street let­
ter boxes, as the forcing in of newspa-, 
pers, etc., prevents letters from being 
safely deposited in the box. OoHe*- 
tions are made from letter boxes at 11 
a.m. and 8 p.m., in time for despatch 
by the principal mails. Letters with 
valuable contents must not be posted in 
letter boxes, but should be taken to 
the post office, and receipt obtained 
therefor.

cents per half ounce is now in force, 
viz:

The United Kingdom of Great Britain 
and Ireland, Aden, Ascension, Bahama 
Islands, Barbadoes, Bermuda, British 
North Borneo, British Central Africa, 
British East Africa, British Guiana. 
British Honduras, British India, Gap» 
of Good Hope, Ceylon, Cyprus, Falk­
land Island, Fiji, Gambia, Gibraltar, 
Gold Coast Colony, Hongkong, Jamaica, 
Johore, Lagos, Leeward Islands, Malay 
States, Malta, Mauritius, Natal, New­
foundland, Niger Coast Protectorate, 
Niger Company’s Territories, New Zea­
land, Orange River Colony and Trans­
vaal, Sarawak, Seychelles, Sierra Leone, 
Straits Settlement, St. Helena, Tobago, 
Trinidad, Turks Island, Uganda, Wind­
ward Islands, Zanzibar.

Rates of postage to Porto Rico, Ha­
waii, Philippine Islands, etc.:—Porto 
Rico, Hawaii, Guam, the Philippine Is­
lands and certain islands in the Sa­
moan group, being now United States 
territory, correspondence of all kinds 
posted in Canada addressed to these is­
lands is subject to the same rates of 
postage and to the same regulations gen­
erally as apply to correspondence sent 
from Canada to the United States.

The rates to other, postal union coun­
tries are: Letters, 5 cents per 
ounce; post cards, 2 cents each; news­
papers, books, photographs, printed mat­
ter, etc., 1 cent per 2 ounces; registra­
tions, 5 cents.

The parcel post department is another 
important branch of work which, requires 
the services of special clerks. Parcels 
coming from Great Britain are packed 
in wicker hampers, and from 10 to 12 
of these are received weekly. Eastern 
Canada contributes about 700 parcels 
per week, and a large number is also 
received from the United States, the 
latter being handed over to the customs 
authorities for delivery. It would sur­
prise Victoria merchants to see the value 
of the goods imported by parcel post, by 
persons who prefer looking abroad for 
bargains rather than patronize the local 
stores.

his invoice is for foreign goods, in which 
difference of currency and a mixture of 
classifications occur.

'Well, Doe, or hie agent, clerk or brok­
er, presents himself at the inquiry 
wicket. The clerk in charge gives him 
all necessary instructions as to the pre­
paration of his entry, filling out of 
forms, classification oT the various items 
on the invoice, etc. Then he is passed 
on to the manifest clerk, who examines 
the invoices, bills of lading, and satis­
fies himself that Doe, or his clerk, brok­
er or agent, is the proper person entitled 
to make the entry.

!. Did You Ever Pass a Customs Entry ?-How It 
Is Done and Many Other Facts About the 
Work of Collector Milne and His Clever 
Assistants-A Peep Behind the Scenes.

-,
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Of the thousands who daily pass to 

and out of the massive swing doors of 
the Victoria post office, there are few 
who realize the amount of work that is 
being done behind the scenes, by the 
patient, industrious clerks who form Mr. 
Shakespeare’s staff. The system with 
which the mails are handled, the swift­
ness and completeness of the work, 
would prove a revelation to the uniniti­
ated, at once (interesting and instructive, 
and it was with a view to giving the 
public an inkling of how the business is 
transacted that a Colonist reporter vis­
ited the post office the other day and 
had himself “personally conducted” 
through the establishment.

On presenting himself to Mr. Shake­
speare, and making known his quest, 
the reporter was placed in charge of 
Mr. R. J. Butler, who courteously 
showed him every department, explain­
ing each step in the work, from the mo­
ment a mail is received till it is finally 

-disposed of. Mr. Cairns, the assistant 
postmaster, also took an interest in the 
torn- of (inspection and furnished much 
valuable information.

The reporter was first taken down to

ing cancelled at the same time. All this 
stamping- is done by hand for stamping 
machines have not been introduced 
here, although they are in use in all the 
large offices of the East. The outgoing 
letters are then conveyed to a circular 
sorting table fitted up with a rack di­
vided to to compartments bearing the 
names of each exchange post office, and 
the various distributing offices to which 
letters posted here are sent. As the 
letters for each point accumulate they 
are tied up in convenient bundles and 
placed in their proper sacks, which stand 
ready to receive them.

The newspapers are put directly Into 
the sacks, 72 of which hang open- 
mouthed on a circular iron rack) ready 
to receive them. The sorters acquire a 
wonderful skill in handling the 
papers, consigning each to its appointed 
sack with unerring aim and lightning 
rapidity.

When a mail is made up ready for 
shipment, it is entered in a book by the 
despatching clerk, who takes a receipt 
from the driver or mail carrier, to 
whom it is delivered. Mails going by 
the E. & N. railway are to charge of

34 at $1.........
35 at $1.........

and protection to city merchants. As a April 
rale bargains bought in Great Britain, May. 
Eastern Canada and the United States 
are, in the end, much more costly than 
the same articles would be purchased at 
home. The original price may be a 
trifle less, but when postage or express- 
age and duty are added, the cost usually 
exceeds Victoria prices. An average of 
$20,000 a year is collected on postal 
packages and small express parcels.

Parcels of goods for charitable pur­
poses are admitted free. When goods are 
'“ken to the examining warehouse from 
■the wharves, by order of the customs au­
thorities, the' cost of drayage is paid 
by the the government. Goods are 
usually appraised and delivered to the 
consignee on the day of their apprais- 
ment, every effort being used to delay 
them as little as possible.

The shipping department is another 
important branch of the customs 
vice. Every ship arriving in port must 
be entered and cleared at the custom 
house. Mr. Newberry, chief clerk, who 
is also port surveyor, is in charge of 
this work. Each ship arriving from a 
foreign port is assigned a number,, and

34If Doe appears by 
an agent, clerk or broker, he must fur­
nish his representative with a power of 
attorney -to act for him. These prelim­
inaries being settled, the manifest clerk 
examines the invoices and compares 
them with the ship’s manifest, with 
which they must agree exactly. That is 
the last Doe has to do with his papers. 
They are passed on, inside «-he desk, to 
the first checking dark, who sees- that 
tiie goods are properly classified accord­
ing to the provisions-of the tariff, and 
if found in order, he initials the papers 
and passes them to the second checker, 
whose duty it is to see that the rates of 
duty are correctly put down and pro­
perly extended and summed up. His 
work is checked over by a second clerk 
and initialed by both, and the papers 
are then handed to the third checker, 
who marks in blue such articles as are 
to go to the appraiser. If the goods are 
to be bonded, Doe, or his agent, pro­
ceeds to the warehouse wicket, where 
all goods for bond are entered or clear­
ed. The cashier's wicket is the next 
visited, and here Doe. to use a popular 
phrase, “parts with his dough,” i.e., 
pays the duty.

The cashier, by the way, is the only 
person in the customs house who is au­
thorized to receive cash or issue re­
ceipts, and each day’s receipts are 
banked every day at 3 o’clock to the 
credit of the receiver-general of Canada.

Doe having paid the duty, the entry 
papers are passed ou to the surveyor, 
who administers an oath, or déclarai 
tion, to the correctness of the invoices 
and entry, and issues an order, directing 
what portion of the goods shall go to 
the appraiser, or a delivery order, as 
the case may be. Doe’s pilgrimage is 
now nearly at an end. All he has to do 
is to take his delivery order to the land­
ing waiter at the wharf, or warehouse, 
and get his goods.

As a rule, 10 per cent, of every con­
signment is sent to the appraiser, who 
decides whether the goods have been 
fairly valued in the invoice. All ware­
house entries are printed in red ink, for 
consumption in black, while those for 
goods by express are printed in yellow, 
and for railway on pink paper. This is 
done so that the different classes of en­
tries may be easily kept separate.

! Returned from China: January* 1*
ê To^i,9iZaroh’14: April’s9; jw,

-, The volume of business transacted :r 
the Victoria customs house may be est! 
mated from the following figures:
Total revenue for year end­

ing June 30, 1900..........v
The above is made up of:

Import duties........................
Other revenues.......................
Bonded warehouse fees . .
Casual (conscience money,

etc.).. .. .......................  *>•> S
£îline?e:............ ,. 134,420 00
Examining warehouse fees l-»o v>
Sales of unclaimed goods 1371; 7-
Seizures, fines and forfei­

tures .....................................
Petroleum inspection, Yu­

kon :...................................
Seizures, Y ukon...................

_

$1,199,987 OS

$1,001.339 02 
138,048 66 

700 00Hi
m news-

s
ser- 1,928 47

12 07 
50 00

;

Collections on Yukon fron­
tier.............................. $ 255,990 28

Ï In sending money by mail it is always 
best to transmit by postal note or money 
order, if possible. If sent by letter it 
should always be registered.

A letter delivered to a wrong person 
from any cause whatever, should be at 
once returned to the post office, and if 
it has been opened, the party who open­
ed it should write on the cover “Open­
ed by me through mistake,” and sign 
his name thereto.

Complaints of incivility on the part of 
postal officials, or any postal irregular­
ity, should at once be made to the post­
master, or in his absence to the assist­
ant postmaster.

Many unjust complaints against post 
office clerks would be spared if good en­
velopes only were used and if all classes 
of mailable matter were made up in 
strong covers.

The registry wicket is open from 8 
a.m. to 7 p.m. Money order and saving 
bank from 9 a.m. to 4 p.m.

A letter or packet once posted becomes 
the property of the person to whom ad­
dressed, and must be forwarded to its 
destination. On no application, how­
ever urgent, can.it be delivered back to 
the writer. Business men are requested 
not to ask for the return of letters post­
ed by mistake or otherwise. Office 
hours, from 8 a. m. to 7 p. m.

Letters and papers should be 
addressed to street and number at 
which to be delivered. Change of resi­
dence should be promptly notified to the 
postmaster in writing. There fe a gen­
eral delivery throughout the city twice 
daily, commencing at 8 a. m. and 2:30 
p. m.

Postage stamps may be bought from 
the following persons, as well as at the 
post office:

John Ward, corner Pioneer and 
Quadra streets.

J. T. McDonald, Oak Bay Junction.
H. L. Salmon, -corner Government ând 

Yates streets.
H. D. Townsend, 13 Store street.
George Morison & Co., Government 

street.
Mrs. E. Smith, corner Government 

and John streets.
F. Campbell, Government street.
G. Norman, corner Cook and Fort 

streets.
Pope Stationery Co., Government 

street.
E. Rochon, Government street.
Deaville & Sons, Hillside avenue.
F. W. Fawcett & Co., Government 

street.
Davib Bros., Government street.
Mrs. Wright, King’s road and Second 

street.
McClung & Co., corner Quadra and 

Johnson streets.

Mrs. Andrews, 10 Erie street.
Victoria News Co., Yates street.
F. G. Goldsworthy^ Simcoe street.
On April 1, 1901, a reduction was 

made in the cost of money orders. The 
rates of commission on money orders 
payable in Canada and the United 
States are as follows: On orders up to 
$5, 3 cents; over $5 and up to $10, 6

❖
!
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WBIt is impossible to give the exact 

amount of mail matter handled in the 
Victoria office, but the following figures 
will convey a fair estimate:
Gross revenue, 1900..............
Number of money orders is­

sued
Amount of money orders is­

sued. .......................................
Commission on money orders 1,718 11 
Number of money orders paid

........................................9,929
Amount of money orders

■paid........................
Value of postal, notes issued 8,245 17 
Sale of postage 'stamps (daily 

average)..................................

% 15
.$ 42,835 82

1 13,191E:
t: 157,479 95

m
t211,291 41«= ¥

160 00
Tient of boxes (yearly).. 2,600 00s

■

BThe number of employees is 32, and 
they are as busy a lot of men as can 
be found in any business establishment, 
following are the names of the staff:

N. Shakespeare, postmaster.
T. A. Cairns, assistant postmaster.
Clerks—O. W. Newbury, O. W. Fin- 

iaison, T. Chadwick, R. J. Butler, J. S. 
Smith, E. Godson, E. Browne. B. F. 
Shepheard. J. M. Hollins, B. H. Grif­
fiths, W. Graham, C. E. Ray, J. Ferrall, 
E. M. Haynes, H. P. Newling, A. Mal- 
pas, J. G. Tayilor, R. W. Shaw. A. T. 
Cave. F. Murton, F. Tubbs, A. Sheath- 
er, F. Colley, A. Charlton, J. Adams, 
B. Cooper, C. Sivertz, S. Copeland.

Messengers—John Brown and ~J. E. 
MeRoberts.

Noah Shakespeare, postmaster of Vic­
toria, was born at Briefly Hill, Staf­
fordshire. England, in 1839. He came to 
British Columbia in 1863, and resided 
for some time at Nanaimo in the em­
ployment of the late Hon. Robt. Duns- 
muir. He then removed to Victoria, 
engaging in business, and always took 
a leading interest in public affairs. He 
served as alderman for four terms, and 
was elected to the mayoralty in 1882. 
He was president of the Mechanic's in­
stitute, and is a director of the British 
Columbia Fire association, 
elected to the House of Commons in the 
Conservative interest in 1882, and again 
in 1887, in which year he was appointed 
to his present position. Mr. Shakes­
peare is a Methodist, and has always 
taken a tending part in church. affairs.

His Majesty’s customs house, which 
is located in the same building with the 
post office, is another interesting branch 
of the public service, the inner workings 
of which are known only to those who 
have frequent business transactions 
there, and even they are far from famil­
iar with all the intricacies of the com­
plex system under which it is operated. 
It is not the intention of this article to

v Attached to the main building is the 
appraising department, where a propor­
tion of every consignment of goods is 
sent to be examined and valued, to see 
that the values in the invoices are tne 
actual worth, or selling price, of the 
goods at the point of shipment. All 
kinds of goods are presented and dealt 
with, the appraiser having to possess a 
wide and complete knowledge of the 
quality and cost of production of every 
class of merchantable commodity. In 
this department many complications 
arise and disputes are numerous be­
tween the appraiser and the consignee. 
These disputes originate, for the most 
part, with people unacquainted with the 
intricacies of the tariff. New comers 
from Great Britain are especially prone 
to que&tion the law, and some of them 
seem possessed of a conviction that the 
appraiser 'has some sinister *and person­
al motive in insisting upon their goods 
being assessed at their proper value. 
They cannot understand, coming direct 
from “free trade England,” why they 
should have to pay duty in a “British 
colony,” and some of them indignantly 
threaten the appraiser with the conse­
quences of his outrageous action, when 
the world is made aware of it by 
“letter to the Times.” Disputes of this 
nature are often referred to the collect­
or, and Mr. Milne has to exercise a 
great deal of tact to calm the raffled 
feelings of complainants and bring them 
to an understanding of the law. One 
source of trouble is the fact that people 
in the Old 'Country, when sending pres­
ents to friends here, often place ficti­
tious values 011 the goods. The law re­
quires that every postal package and 
express parcel from Great Britain shall 
bear on its outside a declaration describ­
ing its contents and value. Many per­
sons seem to imagine that if the parcel 
is lost in transit the government, or 
somebody, is responsible, and will have 
to reimburse their loss, hence they have
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NOAH SHAKESPEARE, 
Postmaster of Victoria. B.C. ALEXANDER R. MILNE. C. M. G., 

Collector of Customs. Victoria, B.C.
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the basement at the rear of the office. 
Here the mail bags are delivered from 
the wagons which convey them from 
the boats or trains to an elevator which 
raises them to the ground floor. A re­
ceiving clerk is stationed here at a desk, 
and as the bags are removed from the 
elevator platform, he checks each 
and enters in a .book its

' —

m T
a mail derk, those going by boat _. 
entrusted to the purser, who is responsi­
ble for their safety and delivery.

are
her name, tonnage, master’s name, rig, 
quantity of freight (tons or measure­
ment) or if in ballast, is registered in 
the record book of foreign sea-going 
vessels. The coasting register contains 
a record of all vessels plying between 
ports m the province, and is kept on the 
same system as that

Seagoing vessels, arriving............... 1,125-
Sengoing vessels, departing. . .. 1,107-
Coasting vessels, arriving............... 2,109
Coasting vessels, departing.............2,134Victoria is the distributing point for 

all mails on the Island touched by the 
E. & N., and for fte various places 
reached by stage and West Coast steam­
ers. Ma:Is for the Orient are made up 
at Vancouver, but Victoria makes up 
a special sack on the sailing days of 
the • Empresses and Australian liners, 
and also handles all the mail from the 
Coast States for China and Japan.

There are two mails received and de­
spatched daily from and to Puget Sound 
points. Under present regulations the 
incoming mails from the Sound have to 
be fumigated, entailing a great deal of 
inconvenience in handling and delay in 
delivery. The fumigating chamber is 
to the basement, and can only be reach­
ed by passing through several narrow 
hallways and crowded store rooms. It 
5s an air-tight chamber, fitted up with 
shelves and trays on which the mail 
matter is spread out so as to be thor­
oughly impregnated with the fumes of 
the formaldehyde, with which the 
is strongly charged, 
very pungent, causing inflammation of 
the eyes and a feeling of strangulation, 
so that the, operation of disinfecting the 
mails is tor from a pleasant duty. It 
has been going on daily now for nearly 
eighteen months, and the post office 
clerks are hoping for its speedy discon­
tinuance.

Number of entries inward.. . .31,316 
Number of entries outward.. .. 3,982 
Number of reports inward.. .. 2 713 
Number of entries outward.. .. 2',Oil

Fully 80 per cent, of goods entering 
Yukon Territory via the White Pass & 
X'Ukon railway, are entered and pay 
duty .at Victoria, necessitating the pre- 
paratiom of special sets of papers by the 
officers here so that the officers on the 
x ukon frontier can discriminate be­
tween goods which are dutiable and 
those on which duty has been paid. The 
same rale applies to points in the Koo­
tenay country, for a large quantity of 
goods goes m there after having passed 
the customs at Victoria. These goods 
are carried by the Sound steamers and 
United States railways via Tacoma. 
By arrangements, mainly brought about 
through the efforts of Collector Milne, 
transportation facilities between here 

Kootenay, have been so simplified 
that goods going there by the Sound and 
United States railways, are delivered 
with as little inconvenience and in less 
time than by the C. P. R. Victoria pos- 
sesses peculiarly favorable facilities for 
handling these goods, and in 
nvlw? ?n average of 50 tons a day, or 
lo.UUO tons per year, are shipped in 
over United States roads. Aid this could 
bU?01?^exi>editiousli' handled, to the 
promt of Canadian railways, if there was 
a direct road from the Coast to Koo­
tenay. All the seal skins and canned' 
salmon used to be shipped from here via 
the Sound steamers and United States 
railways, but now the C. P. K. secures 
the bulk of that business. A great deal 
of the freight going to Kootenay and 
1 a consists of mining machinery, 
"■hich is manufactured in the States.

VVhilo there is a large amount of 
freight leaving the port for inland points 
almost, if not quite, an equal quantity is- 
toraugiht in here from the Mainland by 
the Sound steamers. All the sheep and 
a Inrg» proportion of cattle come that 
way, and there is a large volume of gen­
eral merchandise.*

one
. . . place of de­

spatch, time of receipt, condition to 
winch received and receipts for it to the 
driver. In the case of letters, each sack, 
as soon as checked, is taken to the 
stamping table, where its contents 
emptied, and each letter stamped 
face or flap side, with the date a.m., p. 
m., or nt. (forenoon, afternoon or night), 
as the case may be. They are then 
transferred to the sorters. A prelim­
inary sorting divides the letters into sev- 
eral groups, for box delivery, general 
delivery, carriers, surburban post offices, 
etc. Then each group is taken to its 
particular sorting table and again divid­
ed into groups, according to their destin­
ation.

of foreign vessels, 
entries of their home ports, ports of sail­
ing and call being made. These reports 
are prmted in .red, to distinguish them 
from the foreign reports, and are de­
clared to be correct 'by the master of the 
vessel.

a
He was

are
on the

When a foreign ship enters port she 
pays dues of two cents per ton of her 
tonnage as sick mariners’ dues, which go 
towards the support of the Marine Hos­
pital. This is an excellent institution, 
well conducted, and affords comfort and 
restoration to health to many a tempest- 
tossed sailor. The captain applies to 
the collector for the admission of any 
of his men to the hospital, and the sick 
men remain there until cured, or able 
to leave, even if the ship should sail 
in the meantime.

A ft or the ship has been duly entered 
with the chief clerk, that officer sends a 
duplicate of the ship’s report, or mani­
fest, to the landing waiter assigned to 
her, and who is held responsible for the 
delivery of her cargo. He checks each 
piece as it is transferred from the hold 
to the wharf, and also checks the goods 
as they are delivered to the draymen.

All vessels over 10 tons must be reg­
istered, and have a certificate of regis­
tration on board, for production at any 
time to the proper officer. This branch 
of the service determines the titles to 
vessels, and applies the laws as to bills 
of sate, mortgages, and other instru­
ments. A large amount of business is 
transacted in this connection, and many 
complicated cases arise at times, which 
are referred to the collector for de­
cision, who is also registrar of ship­
ping. A ship registered anywhere in 
Canada is, de facto, a British ship, and 
may be, transferred to -any other port in 
the Empire. A great many transfers 
of Canadian ships are made through this 
port to ports in the Orient, which are 
British or under British control, such 
Shanghai.

A

The box delivery sorting table, for in­
stance, is divided Soto five sections, 
each representing a certain number of 
drawers, and as quickly as the letters 
are placed the clerk to charge of each 
section takes them in hand and distri­
butes them in the boxes and drawers. 
Each of these, of which there are 588 
boxes and 104 drawers, bears its num­
ber and the name of the lessee, and the 
clerks become so familiar with the loca­
tion of each that in time his work be­
comes almost mechanical; he could dis­
tribute the letters in the dark if he 
knew to whom each was addressed.

The sorting table for the general de­
livery is divided into compartments cor­
responding with the letters of the alpha­
bet, and the rack in which they are kept 
behind the delivery wicket has no less 
than 210 pigeon holes, the alphabet be­
ing thus subdivided to facilitate speedy 
delivery. Thus A (is divided into sev­
eral sections—AB, AJC. AD, ADA, 
ADE, and so on, with the other letters 
of the alphabet, so that the delivery 
clerk has only to look through perhaps 
two or three letters instead of handling 
a hundred or more, as would be the case 
were they not so ingeniously divided 
into small bundles.

The sorting table for delivery by ear­
lier is divided into thirteen compart­
ments, corresponding with the number 
of carriers employed, and each represent­
ing a. section of the city. As the let­
ters are placed in the different compart­
ments each carrier takes the letters for 
his “beat” to his own sorting table, 
where they are quickly classified, ac­
cording to their street addresses and 
ready to be taken to their destination.

The newspapers are handled in almost 
precisely the same way, undergoing sev­
eral sortings before they are ready to 
be delivered to their owners. The rap­
idity and accuracy with which a large 
mail is assorted seems marvellous to 
an outsider, but the mystery disappears 
when the simple, eommonsense system 
is seen in actual operation.

The registered letters and parcels are 
received in separate sealed sacks and 
great care is taken in handling them. 
From the moment a letter is registered, 
till it reaches its destination and is de­
livered, each clerk who handles it has 
to sign a receipt so that in case of its 
being mislaid or lost It can very easily 
be. traced to the person who last had it 
in charge.

room 
The fumes are

conse-

The Victoria post office does a very 
large business in foreign exchange. All 
the money orders issued in Canada and 
payable in China, Japan, New Zealand 
and the common wealth of Australia 
are transmitted through this office, and 
under a different system from that in 
vogue in other post offices. Instead of 
the ordinary letter of advice to the post­
master of the paying office, instructing 
bum to pay the amount of the order to 
the person designated in the tetter, the 
names and addresses of the payees 
made out in lists of which copies are 
sent to the office on which the money 
orders are drawn. This entails a great 
deal of hard work on the money order 
clerks in the Victoria office, as the Chi­
nese and Japanese addresses are hard 
to make out, and thousands of them are 
sent every month. The Japanese in 
Canada invariably send money home by 
post office order, while the Chinese pre­
fer bank drafts. (Some idea of the 
large amount of business done in money 
orders may be found from the fact that 
in one week $12,854 was sent, and 
high as $72,000 in a month.

The Victoria postofflee is the only 
in Canada which posts up lists of un­
claimed letters. The posting of these 
lists is a self-imposed task and 5s done 
for the accommodation of the public.
In other places the letters are kept for 
the allotted number of days and then 
sent to the dead letter office. Here the 
letters are held for 10 days and adver­
tised tor 30 days, after which, if still 
unclaimed, they are turned over to the 
local dead letter branch, which for­
wards them to the writers. The num­
ber of letters thus returned unclaimed 
averages about 50 per week. To mini­
mize the chances of a letter going 
astray or lying unclaimed, the post­
master has issued the following notice-

If any letter known to have been 1 
posted on a certain date is known not 1 
to have been received by the party ad­
dressed, it is desirable that the matter 
should be promptly reported to the post 2 
office Inspector, whether the letter is an o 
important one or not Where corre- 0 
spondenro has been delayed in transit 2 
the matter should to like manner be 2 
promptly reported to the superintendent 2 
Of railway mail service at Vancouver.

In addition to the receiving boxes at 
the post office there are twenty-five let­
ter boxes, distributed through the city, 
as follows:

Corner Menzies and Quebec streets.
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Collector Milne is also controller of 
Chinese immigration at this port, and 
collects the poll tax on all new arrivals. 
Mr. Lee Mong Kow acts as his assis­
tant and interpreter.

The revenue from Chinese immigra­
tion for the year ending June 30, 1900, 
under the $50 head tax. was as folio
2.677 immigrants at $5o............$133,850
570 requisitions for leave to go

to China and return 

Total................................

At Vancouver the figures for 1900

1.203 immigrants at $50 
632 requisitions at $1...

Total....................................

There are other sundry items which 
swell the total net revenue from this 
source to $154,689.50, -of which British 
Columbia’s share was $47.362.50, or 25 
per cent, of the gross receipts.

■Since the new $100 tax came into 
force the immigration of Chinese has 
fallen off considerably. The figures for 
the first five months of 1901 are as fol­
lows:

The staff of the Victoria customs
house is as follows:

Collector, A. R. Milne, C. M. G.
Chief clerk, J. R. Newberry. 
Appraiser, Wm. Marchant.
Clerks, Edgar Fawcett, Wm. Atkins,. 

F. W. Davey, G. F. D. Simpson, Thos. 
Roberts, J. A. McTavish, Andrew Cold- 
erwood.

H. B. Beckwith, chief landing waiter.. 
A. J. Joule, Fred. J. Morison, W. A.. 

Franklin, F. Armstrong, landing wait-

'
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570one

cents; over $10 and up to $30, 10 
cento; over $30 and up to $50, 15 cents; 
over $50 and up to $75, 25 cents; over 
$75 and up to $100, 30 cents.

The limit for a angle money order is 
$100, but as many of $100 each may be 
gîven as the remitter require*. Money 
orders can be purchased or paid at over 
1,900 post offices in Canada.

By far the most convenient and safest 
way of sending small sums ef money by 
mail is the postal note, which is as 
easily bought as a postage stamp. The 
rates on postal notes are:
1 cent on note for. ;

$134,420initiate the public into all the mysteries 
of custom house work, but merely to 
convey a general idea of how it is done 
and the vast amount of labor it entails 
upon Collector Milne and his efficient 
staff.

A Colonist reporter called on Mr. 
Milne one day last week, and making 
known his mission, was received with 
great cordiality and all his inquiries 
minutely and courteously answered. The 
proposal was to show just how a con­
signment of dutiable goods is passed 
through the customs house.

arrives in port, bringing a bill 
of goods for, say, John Doe. Doe, arm­
ed with his invoice, proceeds to the cus­
toms house and enters the long room, 
which is to charge of Mr. Newberry, 
chief clerk and surveyor. There he Is 
faced with a long counter stretching 
across the room, surmounted by a brass 
"Wire partition with several openings, or 
wickets, at each of which a clerk is in 
attendance. If he has “been there be­
fore,” well and good, but df not, and 
that he is a wise Doe, he had better re­
tire in good order and employ a broker. 
Not that he will not Tie received graci­
ously and have his business explained 
and put through by the obliging clerks, 
but because he and they will be saved 
ton immense deal tot trouble, especially If

a habit of placing the value much high­
er. than it really is. For instance, * 
dozen pairs of socks, worth 12 shillings, 
will be declared to be worth 48 shillings. 
The consequence iis, the lucky recipient 
of the “present” has to pay duty on 48 
shrillings, and is proportionately wrath­
ful. In such cases the appraiser n«« 
no discretionary power. He may be 
fully aware that the socks are worth 
only 12 shillings, but there is the ship­
per’s solemn declaration that they are 
worth forty-eight, so he is forced to 
act the duty on that valuation.

ers.
Donald McLean, sorter and packer. 
Geo. Noot, assistant sorter and packer. 
Geo. 'Wynne, messenger.
W. J. Bums, clerk.
W. Edwards, clerk.
Thomas Walker, clerk.
R. G. Howell, landing waiter.
T. ,J. ‘Bums, landing waiter.
James Mallette, clerk.
Irene G. Pickard, type writer.
W. M. Galbraith, preventive officer. 
Isaac Walsh, drayman, 
dtee Mong Kow, interpreter.

n
$60,150
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$60,682
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A ship During the holiday season the express 
and postal department does an immense 
business, and. great latitude is exercised 
by the appraiser and hie assistants, for 
it is their desire to accommodate the 
public as far as possibly lies in their 
power. In cases where the value of 
a. parcel is less than $25, according to 
the valuation declared on the outride, 
no entry is required, but everything 
over $25 must be appraised in the re­
gular way. Considerable injury is done 
to local storekeepers by persons who 
send abroad for all kinds of articles 
which may be purchased as cheaply and 
at quite as good quality in Victoria, and 
in such cases the customs authorities 
are inclined to exercise the strict let­
ter of the law, as a matter of fairness

25if -Alexander Roland Milne, collector of 
customs of this port, is a native of 
Morayshire, Scotland, having been bornThe matter for outgoing mails, of 

which an average of 15 are despatched 
daily, is received from three sources, 
viz., letters, papers and parcels posted 
a* the office, collected from the street 
boxes) and transient matter passing 
through this office. The letters dropped 
into the receiving box on Government 
street fall down a chute to a 'large re­
ceptacle In the basement, which is emp­
tied every half hour. As quickly as'the 
tetters are removed from the chute they 
are postmarked on the face, or address 
side, With a name of the office, date and 
time of stamping, the postage stamp be-

40
2 cents on note tor 
2 « « 50

60
70 $ 3,000 

1,000 
. 1,600 
. 6,700
. 18,400

January immigrants arrived. 
February immigrants arrived 
March immigrants arrived.. 
April immigrants arrived... 
May immigrants arrived..........

Total.

.0075 10080 00......... 1 00 1001 50
■ 1002 50
I 3 3 00 $30,7004 00

3 “

The following Is a complete list of the 
countries embraced In the British Em­
pire with which the reduced rate of twô

5 00
Went to China on leave:

.237 at 

. 23 at 

. 37 at

there to the year 1842, and was edn- 
$237 cated at the Elgin 'Aeadbmy, an ihstitu- 

25 tion famed throughout Scotland for its 
37 scholarly attainments* and subsequently-

January. 
February 
March.. 1
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POST-OFFICE AND CUSTOMS HOUSE. VICTORIA. B.C.
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