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"ANIMALS IN EFFIGY.

THE FAMOUS COLLECTION OWNED BY

" THE SMITHSONIAN.

How Casts Are Made of Rare and Bulky
Animals—Proof That the Whale Could
Have Held Jonah—Of Value to Students
and Historians.

Strewn along for a distance of 50
yards in the rear of the Smithsocnian in-
stitution are blocks of plaster of paris of
every imaginable shape, some of large
size and others fitted together as if to
form boxes. For the most part they look
like the refuse of a workshop. Here and
there one fragment or another is seen to
resemble a part of a fish or other ani-
mal, perhaps a tail, or a head with a
pair of fore flippers. A big slab bears the
impression of a snake, as if the creature,
baving buried itself in mud for the win-
ter, had waked from its torpid state and
arawled away. Other objects yet more
strange are faces and various parts or
human bodies apparently fossilized.

These odd looking things are molds.
The Smithsonian institution has been
oollecting them for 80 years past, and
some of them have cost a great deal of
money. Quite a number have been fetch-
ed all the way from Alaska, represent-
ing various animals peculiar to the re-
glons of the frozen north. If a queer rep-
tile or fish is found anywhere, there is

nothing better than to make a cast of it |

in plaster of paris. By this meang its
shape is copied to perfection, and that is
a great help for musenm purposes.
When, a few years ago, a whale was
stranded on the New England coast, Dr.
Palmer, taxidermist of the Smithsonian
institution, . was sent to make a copy of
it in papler mache. This he did—that
is to say, he made a mold of the cetacean
in plaster, of which he took several bar-
rels full with him, and the papier
mache cast was produced afterward in
‘Washington.

Only one-half of the whale was cast,
however, representing what might be
termed the port side of the animal.
This is now hung up in the National
museum. Oa one side it shows the out-
gide of the creature and from the other
side the inside. It was a clergyman
who on a certain occasion not long ago
was steering some members of his flock
through the building, and, pausing in
front of the whale, remarked, pointing
to the capacious imterior of the great
marine mammal:

‘“You see, my dear friends, that there
was plenty of room for Jonah!”’

In such ways the Smithsonian insti-
tution has collected molds and made

oagks of a great variety of animals, of- ]

ten sending long distances to get them.
Of reptiles alone it bas secured several
hundreds, each representing a typical
speoies, while the fishes run up to 1,200
and upward. From each plaster mold
about 50 casts may be made, if de-
sired. This facility of multiplication
is utilized to a considerable extent’ in
another branch of the work not re-
lating to animals atall. To schools and
to museums all over the world the
Smithsonian institution sends sets of
typical aboriginal implements of Amer-
ica. These are valuable for purposes of
study. A mold from an actual stone ax
will furnish 50 facsimiles, which only
have to be painted in order to look ex-
aotly like the original. If more are
wanted, another mold is easily made.

While it wonld not be easy to ship a

whale or a walrus to the Smithsonian
institution, smaller animals are readily
transported. Nearly all of the creatures
of which these malds are made are sent
to this city for that purpose. When
practicable, two living é&pecimens are
forwarded. One serves for the mold.
The other is a model for the artist. Be-
fore going further it should be ex-
plained that the casts are intended to
represent the animals themselves in the
museum, and they must be as lifelike
as possible. They are painted by men
who are skilled in this branch of art.

Before making a mold from a snake
the animal, if alive, receives a dose of
chloroform. It may or may not recover.
There have been instances where ser-
pents have got over the effects of the
chloroform two or three times in succes-
sion, only to be subjected to further
doses and made to serve again and
again. Perhaps an anssthetized ophid-
ian will be coiled gracefully about the
branch of a tree, and the mold will be
taken from branch and snake together,
to be subsequently painted, of course.
Or, if it were a rattlesnake, it would
probably be coiled in a spiral, as if ready
to strike, In the west wing of the
Smithsonian institution is a beautiful
exhibit of the rattlesnakes of the United
States. They look as if alive, thongh
only casts, so well are they painted,
with surroundings of herbage, eto., to
counterfeit nature.

It is the same way with reptiles of
other kinds. There are ever so many
queer species of lizards in this country,
particularly in the western deserts. The
horned toad is one of these, not being in
reality a toad at all, though it looks
like one. There are the edible lizards
of Death valley and others which are
able to outrun the fastest race horse.
Such creatures as these are easily mold-
ed, every scale in their armor being re-
produced with wonderful accuracy of
detail. With land mammalsit is differ-
ent, for a cast of a ereature with a fur
coat can hardly be made to look like
life. Nevertheless Dr. Palmer’s colleg-
tion includes vasts of portions of many
land mammals. For example, hanging

on the wall of his studio in the rear of

the Smithsonian institution is a plaster
head of a tapir, taken direct from the
animal. When he has occasion to stuff
a tapir, he will not be obliged to guess
at the measurements of that part of the
beast. Close by is a cast from the head

of & sea lion that was killed in the Pa- |

cific. Another oast is from the tongue
of a bear. Some day the taxidermist
will desire to set up a stuffed bear with

AN AERML ELECTRIC ROAD.

The Rapid Transit Scheme Proposed by a
.San Francisco Capitalist.

A railroad on wire. -

Such is the scheme which D. R. P,
‘Thomas, a San Francisco capitalist,
now has on foot. He proposes to build
what he calls an aerial road from San
Francisco to Los Angeles up the cele-
brated San Joaquin valley. The cars
will be suspended on cables and operat-
ed by electricity. They will run at the
gate of 100 miles an hour. No grading
will be meoessary for the construction
of this road, no ties, and no rails, no
bridges and no fencing in of track. No
section gang will be required in its
maintenanoce.
| It will, so its projector thinks, be the
first road in America to be absolutely
free from smashups. The cars can’t
collide head on because the road is a
double track, and they can’t be tele-
scoped because, by a simple little mech-
anism, if one train comes too close to
another the electricity is shut off. No
obstructions or blockades can interfere
with its running. The cars cannot jump
the track. The wear and tear om its
mechanism and rolling stock is compar-
atively slight. It costs from one-third
to two-thirds less to oonstruct and
maintain than any other kind of rail-
road. I¢ almost solves the question of
the right of way. The road may be
quickly constructed and will be sightly
when finished.

This new railroad is not the invention
of the capitalist, but of his blind broth-
er. ‘‘He planned it all out in his dark-
ness,’’ says Mr. Thomas, ‘‘and you will
see, one of these days, that it is such a
perfectly feasible and admirable plan
that it will one day supersede the sur-
face roads, both in the city and in the
country.

‘“The cheapness of construction and
the high rate of speed attainable by
such arailway are of course its main ad-
vantages. As far as speed is concerned,
' it is now only a question of atmospherioc

resistance. And this natural factor can
be largely overcome by constructing the
oars either cone shaped or with pointed
ends like the prow of a boat. But that
of course is an after consideration, and
no such device will be needed to attain
a speed, say, of 100 miles an hour. And
such a rate can be maintained easily
and with entire comfort and safety to
the passengers in this midair railway.
There can be no obstructions on the
track, for there is no track, and no
| BnOWS or washouts can retard the trains.
There are no dirt and dust or smoke and
soot to make traveling a hardship, no
jarring and rumbling " and ear splitting
noises to make one deaf.’’

Concerning the motive power, Mr.

' Thomas believes that we shall eventual-
ly find a force superior to electricity—
that is, compressed air, the possibilities
of which, Mr. Thomas declares, are as
yet but little known.

‘““My plan,’’ says Mr. Thomas, ‘“would
be to build compressed: air tanks along
the road in the country where trains
could stop for a moment or two and re-
cuperate the motive supply. I am satis-
fied that in the end compressed air would
be cheaper and more satisfactory than
electricity.*’

The road will be elevated from 10 to

' 20 feet above the ground, according to
the requirements of the grade and
whether the road be passing through the
country or the city. The cars will be
considerably smaller and lighter than

! the present railway cars now in wuse.
. They will be lighted by electricity and
heated in this way also, and, for that
matter, could easily have telegraphio
communication all the time with the
outside world.

The California idea does not vary in
its‘essental particalars from two rapid
transit systems which were exhibited at
the World’s fair. One of these, known
as the Cook system, proposed to have
cars suspended from a single track,
placed at the top of a series of poles.
The idea was that the cars were to be
somewhat in the shape of a present rail-
way car cut lengthwise in twain. One
set would move in one direction on one
!side of the pole, and the other set on
! the other side in the opposite direction.

This was an invention of L. D. Cook of
Tacoma, who construoted a trial track

‘on the outskirts of Tacoma and claimed
to have run his cars successfully at the

lmte of 100 miles an hour.

The only difference between the Cook
system and the Thomas plan is that the
latter would suspend the cars from a se-
ries of cables instead of from an iron

"track. Electricians believe that some
such elevated or suspended railway ops-
rated by electricity will soon supplant
our present surface roads. They believe
the day is not far distant when it will
be possible to make the trip from Bos-
ton'to New York, or from New York to
Washington, in less than two hours,

| from New York to Chicago in less than
nine hours, and clear across the conti-
nent in a single 24 hour day. The most
| wonderful part of all thisis that they

, insist that these eleotrical railroads can

1 be built so as to run trainsat 100 to 150
miles an hour, with far greater safety,
comfort, ease and far less expense than
the steam roads, which nuw make not
much over 50 miles an hour. They hold
out the prospect that so cheap will rail-
road traveling become when these sus-
pensory roads are oconstrmoted and in
operation that one will be able to travel
from New York to Chicago for a matter
of §5 or $6, and clear across the conti-
nent for perhaps not more than $25.

Costly Flowers.

The two most costly blossoms this
| winter have been without doubt the
American Beauty rose and the pink or-
chid. The former has a standing value
of from $1.50 to $3 for a perfect speci-
men. Yet it has been not uncommon to
see these luxuries decking large man-
sions on festive occasions, 200 and 300
in each room, and the pale loveliness
and less substantial beauty of the orchid
used no less lavishly. The amount of

its mouth open, and there will be a money each of these flowers represents

tongue ready. There is also a calf’s head
which is very lifelike, thongh it would
not make good soup. — Washington Star,

in-its circulating power does as much
good as sending checks to relief organi-
| eations, —Baltimore Sun,

SOME UNKNOWN INSTINCT.”

It Guides Blind and Deaf Helen' Adams
Keller.

s Helen Adams Keller, though, She has.
been totally blind and deaf from infan-
oy, meets life in a sunny spirit and
keeps herself in touch with all that is
going on in the world, even more so
than many bright girls of her age. who:
are blessed with all their semses. She
was born June 22, 1880, at Tuscum-
bia, Ala., and was as bright as any baby
until after she recovered from brain fe-
ver three years later. This deprived her
of sight and hearing, but did not affect
her brain, which is marvelously active
and acute. Her case is of extreme inter-
est to psychologists, exemplifying as she
does the wise provision of nature, who
has compensated her for her lost senses
with intensified mental and peroeptive
faculties.

It was in 1887 that Miss Annie M.
Sullivan, who had partly recovered her
own sight, became Helen’s teacher, and
it is due to her painstaking care that she
has advanced so rapidly. At that time
she did not know that speech existed.
After being two years with Miss Sulli-
van, under whose tuition she made rap-
id sirides, she entered the Perkins in-
stitution of Boston, where Laura Bridg-
man was taught, and soon became the
star pupil.

At first she aoquired the deaf mute
alphabet and learned to understand by
feeling of the fingers of her instructor
as she formed letters. Nextshe learned
to read printed words, mastering the
raised alphabet, capitals and small 1et-
ters, in one day. When she was able to
write by moving her pencil along
grooved lines, her delight knew, mo
bounds. Helen finally learned to articn-
late and now can speak as freely and
fully a8 any one. She has a deep, rich
voice, resembling that of Miss Ada
Rehan. When 'she wishes to converse at
length with & friend, she places one
finger across the lips of the speaker and
another on the throat at the larnyx. In
this way she understands perfectly.

Some unknown instinct tells her ev-
erything. Though perfectly deaf, she
can readily distinguish the footsteps of

her father, mother, brother and sister,
her dog and the family horse. So acute
is her sense of smell that she -can cor-
rectly pick out any variety of the hun-
dred roses in her father’s gardeh and
give it its technical name: ‘At 6ne titne
in her southern home there was a litter
of five puppies. She named them all,
and whenever she took one up she
called each by the given name, though
the pups looked exactly alike.

A remarkable test was given before a
ocommittee of doctors who had met$ to
examine her case. Each gentleman
handed her a glove, as did Miss Salli-
van. - She took them all in her hands, _
handled them quickly and nervously,
smelled them, handed her teacher’s back
and then proceeded more deliberately
with the others. She felt of the hand of
one, of the watch'chain of the other and
handed back each gentleman his own
property.

She is passionately fond of dress and
is very particular as to her personal ap-
pearance. She appears to be as sensi-
tive as a magnet to currents or vibra-
#ions of air. Music is one of her de-
lights, the notes vibrating through her
body in some mysterious way, so that
she literally feels the music. Schumann

From Tas DALy Oorowmsr. April 17,
*“1L TROVATORE.”

Verdi's Grand Tragic Opera Presented
by Vietoria
Talent

In a Manner that Would Have Re-
fleéted Only Credit Upon
Professionals.

When Mr, W. Edgar Back a few months
8go announced his intention of presenting
Verdi's grand tragio opera Il Trovatore with
an amateur chorus and cast vhere were not a
few who marvelled ab his intrepidity ; when
last evening he ocarrfed his good intention
into exeoution, the wonder grew—that so
finished and eminently satisfactory an inter-
pretation of grand opera could be given by

‘“‘our own people.” For, contrary to the
expectation of some, the opera moved
smoothly and satisfactorily from the begin-
ning to the thrilling conclusion, and few
not informed to the ocontrary would
for & moment have imagined that the pre-
senting company was ovther than a profes-
sional one. The staging was picturesque in
the extreme ; the costuming and lighting
appropriate and pleasing ; the orchestration
such as is not frequently enjoyed by the
patrons of the Viotoria. The stage man-
agement—upon which g0 much depends—
was thoroughly ocapable,. and in fact few
faults could be found evem were one desir-
ous of picking flaws in the successful per-
formance.

Of the story of the opera little need be
said. Verdi's masterpiece is known wherever
good musioc is appreciated, and the thrilling
narrative of the gipsy’s vengeful hate muss
ever appeal to those who love strength and
virility of plot. Azucena’s mother has been
burned at the stake for the alleged practice
of witcheraft toward the Count di Luna’s
child, and the daugh‘er, maddened by the
horror of her mother’s fate, seizes, as she
believes, the Count’s babe, and hurls him
into the pyre. Imagine her feelings, how-
ever, when she finds that the little
victim of the vengeance is not the Count’s,
but her own child ! She steels her heart to
every emotion save hate, and taking ven-
geance for her watchword, rears the Count’s
obild as. her own. Manrico becomes a sol-
dier of renown, but ultimately is made pri-
soner while defending the castle in which he
and Leonora, his sweetheart, have taken re-
foge, agasinst the reigning Count
di Luna—uoknown to either of °them,
his elder brother. Manrico is condemned
to die, and Azucena, being apprehended
while stealing toward the Count’s camp, ie
recognized as she who threw the child into
the fire and sentenced to the awful fate of
her mother. Leonora, to save her lover,
consents to wed the Count di Luna, but at
the same time, to obtain release from the
hateful union, takes poison. She flies
bo the prison to liberate Manrico,
but he, realizing the terms upon which
his freedom has been bought, refuses to ao-
cept it, and the deadly poison having ac-
complished its work, Leonora dies in his
arms, The Count, infuriated by the deceit
g;lobised upon him by Leonora, causes

snrico to be instantly exeouted in
Azucena’s presence, learning when all too
late that it is his own brother’s blood, not
that of the gipsy’s son, thabt is upon his
hands.

As Azucena last evening, Mrs. A. C.
Sheldon, of Portland, was thorough and
artistio throughout. Realizing the intensity
of the character entrusted to her for por-
trayal, she for the time bsosme the child of
the wanderers—acting and singing the diffi-
cult part with ease and oconfidence. Her
dramatic interviews with Manrico at the
gipsies’ camp and in the prison to
which both are finally brought, were
notable incidents of - the opera—the strong
fierce ‘current of hate in the gipsy blood
overwhelming the natural affsotion for the
adopted son ; the yearning of womanhood
and motherhood ; the pride of gipsy courage
—all strong emotions and stroogly inter.
preted. Ia singing, as well as in
acting, Mrs. Sheldon excelled. Her
duets with Manrico, as well as her
deecriptive solo and her trio with Maarico
and Leonora in the prison added fresh
laurels to her already bright crown. Dauring
the evening no fewer than three large
bouquets found their way to the stage and
to her hands, and the audience applauded
this expression, not of individual, but of
geperal appreciation.

Manrico (Mr. A. 8. Aspland) labored
under.a considerable disadvantage, la erippe
haviog held him a prisoner for several days
past, and laid an unkindly hand upon his
throat. - Notwithstanding this, he both sang
and acted his exacting part -admirably, his
love scene with Leonora, his duets with the

is her favorite composer.

Helen is never morose nor sullen, but.
is always smiling and happy. . She is
very warm hearted and affectionate, and
no one who sees her is inclined to pity
her, ¥or she is extremely lively and fall
of exuberant spirits. She makes friends
everywhere and has received presents
from the crowned heads of Europe, the
queen of Greece being particularly in- |
terested in her case.

Epine Howarp.

A Bright Woman Lawyer.
Florence H. Dangerfield, who passed

an examination before the state board
of examiners for the right to practice
[ law in this state, was admitted to the
bar. She is the second female lawyer'in
the state, an acquaintance of hers, Mel-
la Staneyletta Titus, being the first
woman to win that distinction,

Lawyer Dangerfield is a graduate of
Cornell university and studied law in

She was for three years secretary to

| Chanocellor McCracken. He said of her

| recently that it was she who won him

over to the theory that the woman'’s

law class was an excellent. addition to

the university. Miss Dangerfield was a
clerk in Francis M. Wellman’s office

when he was assistant district attorney,

and she was intrusted with a great deal

of the preliminary work in preparing

the Lexow committee testimony when

Mr. Wellman acted as prosecutor of the '
polioe captains before the police board.

It was Miss Dangerfield’s task to dis-

cover whether the women witnesses had

anything pertinent to tell.

Delicious Apple Custard.

Make a thick cornstarch custard with
eggs in the usual way and pour half in-
to a pudding mold. When set, put.in a-
layer of tart apples, grated and sprinkled
thickly with sugar and nutmeg. Put in
the balance of ‘custard, which by this
time will be stiff, smother the top and
set away until ready for use. Turn out
on a flat dish. and serve with whipped

cream or any gimple sauoe, as. .

| her oorps of ' dancers

gipey, and his solo in the prison, all calling
for and receiving strong expressions of ad.
miration from ip front of the house.

Miss Laura Agnew as Leonora did not
disappoino the expectations of her friends.

er voice was delightfully pure and fresh,
and was handled skilfully and pleasingly,
while ber acting was of a higher order than
is frequently seen upon the amateur operatio
stage. Indeed one can no longer class Miss
Aguoew as an amateur after hiaviog seen her

nors. .

Mr. W. Edgar Back was a robuat, rousing
Connt, foreeful ard strong ; he was in capi
tal voice and acted hisrole to the life. Mr.
Herbert Kent made a most appreciable Fer
rando, and Mr. F. H Lang and Miss Ar-
rowsmith were pleasing in the small but
well sustained parts of Ruiz and Inez,

The direction ot ths opera by - Mr
Eaurick stamps that gentleman as a musiesl
artist of whom a city much larger thap Vic-
toria might well be pround. r. William
Greig - also did admirable service in his
direction of the off stage choruses, and these
two-artists of the baton certainly demon

the University of the City of New York. ’lﬁuﬁed in the first scene of the fourth act,

ability in the handling of chorus, orchestra
and principals, that must command the ua-
qualified admiration of “all lovers of good
mausic.
| The chorus, which was strong, well drilled
and well balanced, is composed of the fol-
lowing well known ladies and gentlemen :
Misses Wolff, Robinson, Duffie, Stephens,
; Hutcheson, Eocles, Cusack, Johbsaton, Bow-
den, Gaudip, MoTaggars, White, Austin,
Brown, ' Baker and Nicholson, Mrs. H.
Kent, Mrs. P. T. Johnston, Mrs.
Buok, the Misses MoMicking and
the . Misses Pauline; Messrs, Findley,
Pemberton, Meiss, Sherbourne, Hatcheson,
%lpob, Quentin, Fuller, Oliver, -Fisher,

heeler, Baynton, Greenwood, MoNicholl,
Johnston, Olive, Wootton, Pilling, Thomas,
Martin, Cave, Evans, Maynard, Boyle,
Wll;ltmh&iden and Sidey.

al @ progress of the opera pleasin
variation is furnished first by the i:u-odu:
tion of a charming gipsy and skirt dance
In .this: . the parvicipanta are
little Misses Emma Casad, Tory Pepk
Ella Whitelaw, E hel Sivolair,
sof; Celia Tu well, May King, Emma Johp-
son md,L:,l‘y yovs;; apd later by the pre.
sentation of she l.and -e¢ffoctive akirs
dance. ' In this latter feature Mra Herbert
Kent makes a dumh% and graceful lesder,
uding Miss Amy

Wolff, Miss Ethylde  MoMioking, Miss

Amy ard Miss Sadie Pauline.

*Il Trovatore” will have its second
présentation by the same excsllent company
this evening, and will be again given at a
matinee performance on Saturday.

~ SHIPS AND SHIPPING.

Reduetion in Charges at the Esqui-
malt Dry Dock— Departure of
the * Warrimoo.”

1]
The Schooner Wreecked Near Carman-
ah—A Halibut Fishing Vessel
Not Accounted For.

In a telegram from Carmanah Point re-
ceived yesterday morning by Collector
Milne in answer to his inquiries regarding
bhe wreck discovered in that locality on
Monday, it was learned that the name of
the disabled schooner is the Dart. Mr,
Daykin, the lighthouse keeper, whom Col-
lector Milne appointed to take charge of
the wreck, further stated in his dispatch
that all the papers of the vessel had been
secured, and that he would furnish farther
particulars last evening. These, however, did

not arrive. The Dart, so far as is known,
belongs to Port Townsend. She is a Siwash
orafs, and according to her registry is of
eleven tons  burden, having been bailt in
Lumnie, Wash,, in 1890. A dispatoh from
Astoria refers to still another, wreck which
will probably turn up on the shores of Van-
couver Island before long. The dispatch
reads as follows : There is considerable un-
easiness here at the continued absence of the
little fishing schooner Francina, commanded
by her owner, Capt. N. P. O'sen, of this
place. 8he left out on the 29 h of laso
month for a oruise to Cape Fiattery halibut
banks, and expeoted to putinto Pugev Sound
within ten days.

MARINE NOTES,

Captain Devereux, superintendent of the
Eequimalt graving dock, has received offi
cial notice of a proposed reduction in the
regular charges of the dock. The new rates
will come into force on May 16, but the ex-
tent of the cut is yet unknown. Local ship
carpenters and others have frequently re-
quested this change, and it is not many
months since a numerounlf signed petition
urging the government to lower the docking
fees was forwarded to Octawa. It is ocon-
tended by shipping men that the charge will
tend to bring business here, and therefore
make Victoria’s docking facilities more
valuable. P

The Danube, heavily laden with cargo,
started North last evening. She carried a
full freight, inclnding about 7,500 cases of
tin for the Northern canneries. The pas-
sengers were R. Drainy, W. Dempster, F
G Ladner, R H Hall, John Ferness, D M.
Gillies, P. Hall, J Jobnson, D Norris, J.
M. Graham, P. Lane, J. Hir, D. Stewart,
G. P. Doberty, Mr. Alexander, C. Barbe,
John Edgecombe and S A. Spencer.

Steamship Warrimoo sailed for Honolulu,
Suva and Sydney at 4 o'clock yesterday
afternoon. She came down from Y ancouver
#b 9 a.m. and loaded during her stay here
100 tons of freight, gliving her in all some
800 tons of general cargo. She carried ten
saloon and twenty intermediate passengers,
those leaving here by her being: Mrs.
Biker, Mr, Fox, Mr. Johnson and A. G.
Stoddart.

Cut passenger rates to Alaska are still in
vogue and will be at least until after the
Al-Ki and City of Topska sail. The former
steamer salls direot from Seattle for Alaska
on the 19-h instant, while the latter leaves
on the 23rd instant, calling here on her way
North.

Steamer Maude did not sail for the West
Coast as announced last evening.- She took
Oriental freight to Nanaimo on Monday and
got in last evening with a return cargo of
coal. She will sail for the coast this even-
ing. :
The Charmer left the outer wharf this
morning, having loaded there 100 tons of
sugar, ex-steamship Sikh, for the refinery
at Vancouver.

The Quadra entered the dry dock yester-
day morning for overbauling and - painting.
She will be on the stocks four days.

<

SPORTS AND PASTIMES.
CHESS, .
TOURNAMENT AT VANOOUVER,
VASCOUVER, April 16. — (Special) — A
chess tournament for the members of the
8t.. George’s Society js in progress. There
are twenty two players engaged in the
struggle.® The fonr leaders are J C. Keath,
29 games'played, 28 won ; F C. Crickmsy,
29 played, 25 won: W. H Hooper, 17
played, 12 won ; P. W, W. King, 16 play-
ed, 11 won.

WHIST,
E. OF P, TOURNAMENT,

The whist tournament at Castle hall for
the trophies presented by Far West lodge,
K. of P., was continued last night and will
be finished this evering. Ab the oclose of
last evening’s play the score stood :

Played. Won., L't
G. Gilbert and E. C. Kaufman.... 4 02
F. LeRoy and H. Petiicrew Y
W P Smith and M. J, Conlin....
F. Hinds and R. Petticrew.. .
M. Meer and J Kirkwood .,
J. Hugh-s and L. MoNeill...
'I; Jones a.a‘;id .L Cameron....
. Deasy a )
Ji Byrnesand J.

© bt i 03 0O O X W

GENERAL GOSSIP OF CURRENT SPORT.

Mr. C. B. Stahlschmids, of Vigtoria, won
the open handicap of the Tacoma Golf Cinb,
just completed. Mr. H Griggs, of Tacoms,
gave him keen battle, and Mr. A. P. Lux
ton, also of the Victoria olub, took third
honors. The Victoria representatives at the

be, 'Luxton,
Anderson and

The race for the Crawford plate at New-
market yesterdsy was won by Esu de
g:l:-?l" with Esther second - and - Erwin

At the regular meeting of the juverile
branch of the A Q.F., held in their hall last
evening, a committee was appointed to form
& baseball team in connmection with the
society.

A large area of land near Lo rlgnuo in
the district of Rome, has lnbpil:ie to the
extent of about nine yards. Lond rumblin

were hemd and water spouted from the
earth at the centre of the sunken surface:
The flow was 80 heavy that this afternoon
iv had made a Iake coveriog 15 acres,  The
water smells of sulphur and sulphurous
frequently bubbles t¢ the surface. * All the

nated with sulphur and
whioh have gushed from the !
distur are hot and sulphurons. Goy.

ernment engineers
Iiopﬂpmtomm’l:‘: e phenomenon,

| Maunde MoMicking, Miss K. Johnson, Miss E

old springs in the neighborhood are impreg- | Rig

will go to | J,
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Ald. Partridge Objects to the Minutes
Being Adopted Without

Being Read.

H. Goward Chosen as City Librarian
Out of Sixty Appli-
cants.

When the city council met last evening,
Ald. Partridge objected to the customary
plan of adopting the minutes withous hav.
ing them read. In fature he was going to
insist on his right to hear them read so ag
bo prevent mistakes being made. For ix.
stance, in the minutes of last year it was
stated that Ald. Dwyer had moved that the
Viotoria & Saanich railway should be autho.
rized to fill up the trestle, about which the
city and railway were now in dispute,
whereas Mr. Dwyer had told him he did not

move that resolution. An amennment to a
motion made this year by himeelf (ald.
Partridge) had been erroneously credited to
Ald. Williams. In consequence he wante
in future to have the minutes of all meet.
inge read so as to detect any mistakes that
might be made.

On account of this objection, for the first
time in many moons the minutes were rea
in full by the City Clerk.

Ald. Wilson was the only member of the
board not ruunt last night.

The William Hamilvon Manufacturing
Company, in reply to Mr. Carsmel’s letter
read last week, wrote that if Mr. Cartmel
was right the company counld not geb their
money until the city saw fio to make a test,
This was not common sense. The company
claimed that on February 11 their part of
the contract was completed and resdy for
test, They were anxious to have the test
made, and insisted on the civy paying the
engineer in charge till the city made, the
test, the company having only undertaken
to furnish an engineer for sixty days from
the day the plant was ready torun.” As for
the injeotor, the specifications did not call for
one, and the company had the engineer’s
oertificate on February 11, thab the plant
was complete.

ALD MaCMILLAN wanted to know who
gave the certificate on February 11.

ALD BraGG supposed if one was given iv
must have been by Mr. Stickels, who was
then in the city’s employ.

The matter was referred to the electric
light comimittee to report.

Mr. Jorgenson reported that the work was
going on satisfactorily at Beaver lake. This
report was referred to the water commis-
sioner.

J. E. Parr recommended that detailed
bills of quantities be made for the filter bed
improvements according to the metheds pur-
sued in large worke in Earope.

This was referred to the water committee
to report.

Applications for the post of city librarian
came next, each alderman being farnished
with a list of the sixty candidates for the
position. The voting was watched with a
good deal of interest by the large number of
spectators present in the body of the hall.

Ab the fourth ballot Mr, Henry Goward was -

elected with five votes.

The finance committee were granted

,193 out of general revenue.

A report from the electric light commit-
tee stated that the contract for wire had
been awarded to the Canadian General
E ectric Light Co. The report was ad-
opted.

Among other things - the sewerage com.
mittee recommended that in’the matter of
sewer connections no exception be made in
favor of the Finlayson building on Whart
street, ‘As to Mr. Sorby’s complaint, the
committee held thab the city was not liable.
The report was adopted.

It was* recommended by the committee
that the claim of the owners of the Five
Sisters block be nob entertained, as the
sewer construction for which they asked
compensation was not authorized. This was
also adopted. o

ALp MACMILLAN said that as the hearing
of the case between the.sewer centractors
and the city would take place on the 18uh,
he would not press for the by-law to do
away with the sewerage commisaioners.

The streets committee recommended that
tenders for the building of a bridge across
the Gorge road be called for, to bo received
until the 25th inst, This recommendation
was adopted.

In regard to the building of a small
bridge on Bridge street, Ald. Maomillan
wanted to know why Mr. Eiliott had been
employed to superintend the work when the
oity paid a city carpenter at $70 a month.
He did not believe in two foremen being
employed.

ALp MCLELLAR, for the streets commit.
tee, explained that Mr. Elliott being a prac-
tical bridgeman it had been deemed ad-
visable to employ him at $3 50 a day on the
larger bridges, as.an ordinary oarpenter
was not competent to do smch work

‘| properly.

ALp. HUMPHREY said this bore out his
course last year when he held that a compe-
tent man should be hired to take charge of
the whole thing,

On recommendation of the streets com-
mibtee it was resolved that Rock By bridge
be_partially replanked and stringers placed
under the tramway track, on condition that
the tramway company take up the old rails,

*| furnish and lay T rails and contribute $100

towards the expense of making the proposed
alterations.

Simon Lsiser wrote calling attention to
the: disgraceful condition of theé Johnson
street ravine.

ArLp. MOLELLAN  said the ravine was a
disgrace to the city, and he thought that
either the people who owned the property
should be forced to do away with the nais-
inme or the city should take steps to rémove

6.

ALD MAOMILLAN said that the oity bar-
risters had reported that the oity had the
n power. The sewerage committee
intended to pu in asmall piece of sewer to
take away the sewage emptyinginto the head
of the ravine. Then the propertyownersalong
the ravine should be compelled to do their
part. Assoon as estimates of the cost counld
be pretu-ed they would be laid before the
council ;

Oa motion of Ald. Cameron a reply will
be sent to Mr. Leiser that the eity is moving
in the matter. ’

Ald. Bragg’s water works regalation
amendment by-law was introduced and con-
tidered in committee of-.the whole and
finally 1aid over till another meeting.

Thecouncil adjourned to meet on Friday
night to consider matters in connection with
the :nhmphhd water works improve-
men

!

THE entertainment given last night by

888 the Ladies’ Association of St. Barnabae’

church at the Odg!hllow-' l::[?“. Spring
£°, was remarkably good. _There was &
varied and enjoyable ’pmmame of tab-
leaux, singing, musio members of the
Euphonic  Orchestral ety, and Mrs.
s waxworks. In epite of counter
attractions there was a good atbendance.
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