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L R ‘the sway of the
Caesars, and their decree %E:m the
world shounld be enrolled, Wer

pose, and the congested condition of
the inn, and the ‘pr@q&le bustle of
the place, and the ¢rowding out of
the holy couple; and their final shel-
tering in the stable, were reviewed in
panoramic order. The scené within
the stable, and the attention of the
devoted husband and faithfulguardi-

and the immaculate birth of the
Holy Child, were enumerafeéd in’
language, which perhaps only a gen-
tle woman could use.- The effect of
this great event upon the humble
place called “the stable,” and the
glorification which it brought  to it,
and the ignorance of those within the
inn proper, and the disinterestedness
of the people in general, were next in
order. The recital of' the story of the
stable, was a word-picture of the
“crib”; thus it was that our thoughts
more than once ran off to St
Michael’s Convent, at Belvedere Or-
phanage, where the crib is annually
exhibited, and |\ at which the dear
orphan children sing their Christmag
carols, under fhe direction of the
good Sisters.

The gifted Evangelist did full jus-
tice to the recital of the story, and in
doing so, she drew from it many les-
sons which are applicable to human,
life in ‘general, and to modern life in
particular. ‘She compared the stable
to the heart. The stable was not a
clean place:; mor was it a sanitary
place. The animals were ‘there; it

where nestfed the lower and lowest
order of life. The heart of man unre-
generate, is the same from a wmoral

and spiritual standpoint. The beasts |

of passion and the animality of de-
sire, and the vanity of pride, and the
glory of self, were like the denizens
of the stable. But the advent of the
Holy Babe had for ever changed the
atmosphere of that partieular stable,
and tens of thousands of people of
every age, have since venerated the
spot. The difference came. about by
the presence of the Infant Saviour;
and so is it with us; if ‘we admit Him
inte our hearts, and give. Him His
right place in our lives, His "grace
will drive out these tendencies which
so often defeat us, and which so of-
ten pull us down.

Of the many other lessons which
were given, and of the various points
which were raiséd, we think that of
the description of the Son of God com-
ing into the world under such condi-
tions, was the most sublime of them
all. He could have come to a palace;

but He made it a choice to come to a.

stable. He could ‘have found’ guardi-
anship from Kings; ‘and motherhood
from Queens, but He chose a humble
working ;man, and a lowly Jewish
maid. He could have come in the

splendor of the noonday, but he made |

it a choice to come in the darkness

of the midnight. He could have cqme

e vivid-|
Iy portrayed. 'The arrival of Joseph.
‘and Mary at Bethlehem for this pur-

done with their ‘ll_t,grmtlonlf and
with their misinterpretations  of i,
it will be the same; and only Eternity
will revesl its true meaning; as saith
the Master to His Apostles “What ye
know tiot mow, ye-shall know here-
after™™ .

The_mee iof the Women’s , o
B. Uekotm%uqbg; at the C. L.
B. Afmoury yesterday evening, Was
very ‘largely ottended. Lt.-Col. Rev:rl-
dell occupied the chalr, and dwelt for-
cibly on the ‘Worthiness of providing
the Orphanage boys with kit,,dec)ar-
ing it his belief that all members of
the Brigade who had ‘made the Su-
preme Sacrifice would have been
heartily in accord with the object.

1t gbes ‘without saying that all the
members showed their determination
to' “carry ‘on’ the work :of « making
clothing more energetically than ever.
Quite a number of garments have
been ‘supplied, but the 28 boys, who
are at the Orphanage are not all fit-
ted out yét. The Eewing classes of
the Association meet every Wednes-
day night. At last night’s meeting
the attendance was the largest on re-
cord, ‘and five new members joined
the circle.

It has been decided to hold teas and
dances to Taise the necessary funds,

was a shelter for ' beasts—a plme!u quite a-bit of expense is ‘entailed

in~ ‘providing * clothing—as ‘present
prices go.

_It was shown at the meeting that
the new buildiig being erected near
Exon by Hon Sir E. R. Bowring in
memory of Mr, John S. Munn, is be-
ing rapidly built, and the boys will
probably decupy it ere the ‘year 1919
closes.

Mr, Pittman, who has charge of the
boys;” reports’ thejr health much bet-
ter, all round, then when living in
town, and no illness has oceurred for
a long time. .

STAR OF THE SEA ASSOCI-
ATION.—Members of the Star

of -the.Sea Association are re-
quested to meet ta their Hall on

{Thursday nght, at 7 o’clock. A

large attendance is desired. By
order, WM. F. GRAHAM, Secre-
tary.—Jjan29,2i- ;
DERAILED.—The Glencoe's express
which was due to arrive last Saturday,
was derailed last evening near . Ar-

four cai
diner. PR e |
no one was injured, and the passengers
were transferred to another train
‘which arrived to-day.

The_Ethie sailed to-day for Placen-
tia, to relievo - the Argyle, while the
latter comes hLere for general repairs.
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