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the sea at Nieuport and East Dunkirk, 
a'distance of 250 miles, where they 
are held with much reduced numbers 
and impaired morale by successful ac­
tion of our troops in the west. I 
cannot speak too highly of the ser­
vices rendered by the Royal artillery 
throughout the battle. In spite of the 
fact that the enemy has brought up 

attacks, guns of
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147 to rejoin the Bulwark when th« 
disaster occurred. Another three 
minutes and they, too, would have 
engulfed, as the liberty boat was aci 
tually steaming up to go alongside thé 
Bulwark when the explosion occur­
red.

The liberty boat landed the sur- 
vivers at Sheerness dock just before 
noon. Four -motor ambulances bear-, 
ing the Red Cross arrived at the new 
dockyard in response to a summons 
for assistance/ Into these the surviv-, 
ors, landed here, were placed and sent 
by road to the Royal Naval Hospital 
at Chatham. At the time of the disas- j 
ter most of the men were below at 
breakfast, and only the few on deck 
had the slightest chance of life.

WHOLE HOUSE REELED.
A well known ship builder, who was 

in a house near Sherness Pier at the 
time, told me that the whole house 
reeled under the force of the explosion 
and everything seemed to rattle.

The whole of Sheerness was shaken 
arid the people ran into the streets to 
enquire what was the matter, as the 
roar and shock of the explosion was 
far more severe than the occasional 
gun-fire to which the people of navy 
ports are accustomed.

No evil significance was attached to 
the explosion at first, accustomed as 
the people were to hear gun-fire. Not 
until two hours later, was the truth 
known and even then the full extent 
of the disaster was not realized.

WITNESSED THE DISASTER.
The witnesses of the terrible occur­

rence, say that the cloud that rose 
above the pillar of flame was white, 
such as comes from an explosion of . 
cordite. It was such a complete dis­
aster that nothing definite is known 
as to its immediate cause. There 
seems to be no reason to doubt, how­
ever, that the ship> forward maga­
zine blew up. Anything beyond this 
can only be left to surmise for the 
present. Perhaps some of the surviv­
ors may be able to throw some light 
upon the mystery later.

The impossibility of any official 
statements being yet made as to the 
cause of the explosion has left the 
field clear to all sorts of rumor, and 
theory. The generally accepted theory 
is that the forward magazine blew up 
through some accident or defect, 
other than the explosion of either a 
mine or a torpedo. It must be re­
membered that every man who was 
below at the time, anywhere near the 
magazine, has been lost, so that all 
rumors and theories as to what actu­
ally occurred are in vain.

STORY OF COLLIER’S CREW.
A number of the crew of a collier 

lying near the Bulwark gives the fol­
lowing story :

“I was on deck when I heard a most 
tremendous explosion, and at the 
same time I saw a sheet of red flame 
shoot up. Then there was a dense 
volume of black smoke, and as that 
cleared away, there was nothing— 
just a gap between.

I rubbed my eyes and wondered 
for a moment whether there really 
had been a ship there. It must have 
been ell over in one minute.”

HEARD FAR AND WIDE.
The explosion was heard far and 

wide. In Sittingbourne many people 
not only heard the explosion, but saw 
a great sheet of flame. “It was just 
like a wonderful sunset, if one could 
have a sunset at that time, and in 
that direction,” said one man to me. 
In peace time the complement of the 
Bulwark was rated at 750 officers and 
men, but in war the personnel of cur 
ships has proved to be higher rather 
than below the figure usually given in 
the reference book.

Breast Drills,
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great range and shell powers, our 
men have succeeded throughout ip 
preventing the enemy from estab­
lishing anything in the nature of a 
superiority in artillery. The skill 
and courage displayed by the Com­
manders of the Royal artillery were 
marked. The Royal Engineers have
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Officially, the destruction of the 
battlêship is regarded as having been 
due to an accidental explosion in her 
magazines and from causes as yet 
unknown. Eye-witnesses have de­
scribed to me the terrible moment
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assist the infantry in field fortifica­
tion and trench work. I deeply re­
gret the heavy casualty which we 
have suffered, but the nature of the 
fighting has been very desperate. We 
have been assailed by vastly superior 
numbers. I have every reason to 
know throughout the course of the 
battle we have placed at least three 
times as many of the enemy hors de 
combat in dead, wounded and prison­
ers. Throughout these operations 
General Joffre strained his resources 
to the utmost to afford me all support 
he could.
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observing anything in particular, 
when a terrific crash went into the 
sky, immediately followed by clouds 
of smoke, but for a brief minute this 
drifted seaward,

Expressions of warn 
gratitude are also due to General Du- 
bail, commanding the Eight Frenct

the conditions responsible for the 
shortage. Rev. Bros. Cashman and 
Hearn made suitable replies.

At Mount St. Francis Hon. J. D. 
Ryan in announcing the total amount 
paid a worthy tribute to the Christian 
Brothers, who are so unselfishly giv­
ing their services in the cause of edu­
cation.

Rev. Bro. M. C. Ryan replied thank­
ing the people for their generosity, 
as shown by their liberal subscrip­
tions at a time when the Empire was 
so largely taxed to face a problem that 
has been unequalled in history.

Messrs. T. J. Foran and J. T. Fitz­
patrick replied respectively [for St. 
Patrick’s and St. Joseph’s, and Rt. 
Hon. Sir E. P. Morris referred to the 
work and self-sacrifice of the com­
munity of Mount St. Francis, and of 
their influence on the morals of the 
city. He also referred to the passing 
of the late Archbishop Howley.

Hon. P. T. McGrah, on behalf of 
the press, expressed appreciation of 
the work done by the Brothers, and 
also mentioned that the ex-pupils of 
their schools, who are notv at Salis­
bury Plains, are maintaining that 
moral prestige, which is a fruit of the 
early training received from those de­
voted teachers.

Rev. Bro. J. E. Ryan, addressed the 
gathering thanking them for their 
help, and also for the welcome extend­
ed to him on his return after an ab­
sence of two years.

and to men’s
amazement, not a vestige of the great 
battleship remained. So utterly stag­
gering was the blow that the work­
men, who had been dazed by the se­
verity of the explosion, for a few 
moments even discredited their own 
senses and debated among them­
selves as to how many ships they had 
counted before the explosion.

SHATTERED EVERYTHING.
At once the harbor was in commo­

tion. On board all the ships the offi­
cers and men rushed on deck, some 
of them half-stunned by the terrible 
explosion. I am told, indeed, that on 
some of the vessels near there was 
not a piece of glass or crockery left 
whole, even the half inch plate gjass 
in the port holes being shattered and 
men on decks being hurled several 
yards and thrown down.

In a very few moments boats were 
being lowered from the various war­
ships, and rescue boats soon steamed 
out from all directions. They came, 
however, on an almost fruitless er­
rand. A warship cleared for action is
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KAISER IN THE EAST.
BERLIN, To-day.

It is announced at military head­
quarters that Emperor William is now 
with the German army in the East. CEMENT,
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ALLIES TAKING THE OFFENSIVE.
LONDON, To-day.

The Daily Mail’s Rotterdam corres­
pondent reports that the Allies are 
taking the offensive, South of Ypres, 
having discovered that the German 
line is weakening. , ,
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Report of MusketryTWO ATHLETES KILLED,
As speedily as possible the living 

and dead were picked up and taken 
to other warships. A little later they 
were removed in boats to the Sheer­
ness Pier where motor boat ambu­
lances from Chatham were ready to 
take them to the naval hospital.

LANDED SURVIVORS.
The living are said to number only 

twelve.
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LONDON, To-day.
The latest list of British killed in 

France contains the names of two 
well known athletes, G. RL L Ander­
son, hurdler, and Lt. Oollips, a cricket 
player. Anderson was twice English 
amateur champion of both high and 
low hurdles. Collins will always hold 
a place in the history of cricket as the 
batsman who made the highest indi­
vidual score on record.

From lie Front On Saturday afternoon the Mus­
ketry Committee of the Patriotic 
Asscciation met to arrange for the 
instruction of the new regiment. It 
was reported that the requisition for 
the supplies, including Morris tubes, 
necessary for indoor training, had 
been approved of by the Finance 
Committee and ordered by ‘ telegraph 
and the goods should arrive here in 
the course of a few days. This will 
enable the recruits to commence 
right away training to shoot with the 
regular service rifle, and until the 
Morris tubes do arrive the miniature 
rifles will be used. The work of 
erecting wooden shelters at the 
Southside range will be started at 
once and a committee has been ap­
pointed to take charge of this ar­
rangement, -which will enable the vol­
unteers to practice during the winter, 
except in stormy weather. The ap­
pointing of instructors and their du­
ties was then discussed and every­
thing was finalized so as instructors 
can report for duty as soon as called 
upon. Owing to the need for rein­
forcements in the Motherland, a spec­
ial effort will be made to give the 
new contingent all the rifle training 
possible and in this connection the 
different brigade officers who are at­
tending to the drill will be consulted 
on the matter by a representative of 
the Musketry Committee, and both 
sections will co-operate in carrying 
on the work/

Throughout the meeting much en- 
manifested. At 8

attended to. Genuine stone sock­
ets supplied with all headstones

Jiinel3,6m,eod
i, the next 
solute neces- 
lors at the 
ludience that 
ild ultimate- 
ing now was 
erman in the

10.00 A.M
Overnight leave had been 

given a limited number of men from 
the Bulwark, and these were return­
ing down Midway aboard cutter boatTHE MOVEMENTS THAT FAILED.

LONDON, To-day.
That the enterprise that, failed In 

Flanders will be repeated for the 
present seems probable (?); as the 
Allies have been allowed to capture 
some points of vantage around Ypres, 
which previously were considered 
neccsary to German plans. There has
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Glad to KnowField-Marshal Sir John French, 
Commander-in-Chief of the British 
forces in the field, speaks ip an op­
timistic vein concerning the positiqn 
of the Allies ,as reported to-day by 
the Official Press Bureau. The re­
port covers • in general the activities 
of British troops from Nov. 14 to the 
20th, with extensive reference to the 
fighting proceeding between those 
dates. Summing up the situation, in 
concluding his report, Field Marshal 
French says: As I close this de­
spatch signs are evident that we are 
possibly in the last stages cf the 
battle from Ypres to Orlentieres (7) 
For several days past the artillery 
fire of the enemy has slackened con­
siderable. His infantry attacks have 
practically ceased. In remarking 
upon the general military situation of 
the allies, as it appears to him at 
present. General French continues: It 
dees not seem to be clearly under­
stood that operations which we have 
been engaged, embrace nearly all the 
central parts of the Continent of Eu-

nlH

I know you will be glad to know I have received 3 doz. more 
MAD CAPS, the balance which was short on first shipment.

Balance of SWISS EMBROIDERY now showing from 2 in. 
wide to 60 in. wide, and only lc. to 85c. per end.

The sales from my last window display in Men’s wear have 
been an indication of my stock for catering to my gentlemen 
patrons.

SPECIAL—LADIES’ UNDERSKIRTS, Black and Colored 
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BEFORE THE FIRE
you may not think much about the 
necessity of insurance, but

AFTER A FIRE
has destroyed your home and its con­
tents you will realize what it would

money

from the East. An interesting report 
from Sir John French, covering the 
period of the battle in Flanders and 
the days immediately preceding it, 
shows that this battle was brought to 
outflank the Germans who countered 
and then planned to move to the 
north east to Ghent and Bruges which 
also failed. After this the German 
offensive began with the French coast 
ports as the objective, but this move­
ment, li,ke those of the allies, met with 
failure.

mean If you could have the 
handed to you to rebuild and reim­
burse you for the loss.

That’s what we do for you when 
you are insured in our reliable com­
panies.

Take out a policy with us to-day.
GEORGE KNIGHT, 164 Water Sl

PERCE JOHNSON,
e News There has been do develop­

ments in the Balkan situation, but 
stress is laid on the clause of the 
King’s speech at the opening of the 
Romanian Parliament, in which he 
said: “I am convinced thab realizing 
the importance of the present situa­
tion you will give the Government 
every assistance in passing such leg­
islation, as is demanded by circum­
stances, and required to meet the 
needs of the army.
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LOO K—REA D—L IS T E N!
W'e Want Every Patron to See the Program at the Nickel To-Day,

The feature is a Gaumont Masterpiece in two parts,
EUROPEAN30th, 1914. 
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of Russia, nearly the whole active 
army of Germany is tied down in a 
line of trenches extending from Ver- 
dum, from the Alsatian frontier with

thusiasm
o’clock this evening at the C.L.B. Ar­
moury the enlisting of recruits will 
begin and it is hoped that the number 
will not only be satisfactory, but ev­
en exceed the number of volunteers 
who offered themselves for service 
with the First Nfld. Regiment on

AGENCY The Perils oi the Atlantic.
Wholesale Indents promptly ex ecu 
ted at lowest cash prices for all Brit­
ish and Continental goods, including 

Boqks and Stationery,
x. Boots, Shoes and Leather,

One of the most gripping dramas ever filmed. An 
powerful plot, splendidly staged and acted by d 
French artists. See the sinking of the Colossus. 
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SIEGE OF CRACOW BEGUN.
MILAN,, To-day.

The siege of Cracow has begun ac­
cording to a correspondent who is 
with the Muscovite army. He writes 
that the Ruslans are bombarding forts 
with their heavy siege guns and that 
one of the suburbs of the city is re­
ported to be in flames.

ARTHUR U. HUSKINS, the Popular Tenor, sings (a) Norman 
Lehr’s greatest ballad, “Where My Caravan Has Rested”, (b) 
"Just A-wearin’ for You.”
On Wednesday—Phenomenal 3 Part Gaumont Feature,

Cape Report.
This old saying is specially true when 

dealing in Blankets. CAPE RACE, To-day.
Wind N. W., gale, weaheir fine. Th< 

schr. Hero and steamer Sjastad pass­
ed inward Saturday; tb 
M. Pike passed- west 
Louisburg In yesterday 
Thresa M. Gray and Margaret are an­
chored in Cape Cove out of the storm. 
A large three masted schooner pass- 

Bar. 29.76; ther. 38.

The White Glove BandRiverside
BLANKETS

This is the Biggest, Bulliest, three reel sensation that the capable 
house of Gaumont evér made.steamer

NOTHING DOING I* CAUCASUS. ’

PARIS, To-day.
A despatch from Petrograd contains 

a statement issued by the General 
Staff of the Russian army in Caucasus. 
It says: “That there was no action of 
any importance on November 23rd.”
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