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wio let® mm n e.r. t« hoi. himat last, a week, passed and I did not 
hear. A telegram from her aunt ex­
plained it. I was a father, it said, 
and mother and daughter were doing 
well. God! how happy -1 was. Still, 
with a man's brutal yielding to the 
chains of business, I did not go to 
her. The next I knew I received a 
letter from the physician who had 
attended her, saying that he had or­
dered her away to Europe, as her 
health was extremely poor. Terribly 
alarmed, I ran down to see her.

‘She received me with hysterical 
tenderness. The baby, I was told, was 
suffering with its eyes, and ilntil th“ 
doctor had procured some sort of an 
arrangement for it, the little thing 
could not be taken from the dark 
room. I held it in my arms and kiss­
ed it, but I never saw its face. .

“Well, Erie, she went away. Her 
letters, gentle and loving, came regu­
larly. Her health was improving, she 
told me; but while the baby was re­
markable constitutionally, she was 
rapidly growing blind. She was as­
tonishingly large, astonishingly 
strong, astonishingly precocious, but 
it seemed that nothing could save her 
sight. It was a terrible grief to me. 
I had my wife take her to all the best 
specialists in Europe, but it was use­
less. At the end of a year she re­
turned. The child was a marvel of 
strength and precocity, but totally 
blind. How I adored them both!

To be continued.
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depends open proper nourish­
ment—a balanced ration. The 
mast frequent lack is bone-form­
ing material, causing soft, weak, 
diseased, crooked bones.
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It’s a balanced ration for bone as 
well as-flesh. Every child should 
have a small dose daily.
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Water Street,‘What? Go on! I must hear ev- 
! erything! If you have any pity go 
on!’

For a moment Childes stood hi 
moody silence, then leaned again si 
the foot of the bed, his eyes fixed 
curiously upon Lansing’s disturbed, 
ghastly countenance, lifted so eagerly 

j to his own.
I T went to-day,’ hr b-grn ft last, ‘to 
j call upon—upon—Miss Virginia Beau 
! fort. While there a wounded mai 
j sent to ask it he might :v t s o nr 
j I went to him and found him dying 

perhaps. Who do you think he was 
! Mr. Lansing?'

Thé white face had grown a shade 
paler and twitched horribly.

‘How should I know?’ Lansing ex­
claimed, almost fretfully.

It was Eldrtdge Appleton Childes, 
my uncle,’ returned Childes slowly, 

! his eyes holding those of the man be- 
I fore him.

He was scarcely prepared, however, 
for the still, white horror that over­
spread the suffering face. The twitch 
ing had ceased. The frozen stillness 
of the face was that of death.

‘Eldridge Childes!’ he whispered 
after a long, terrible silence. T was 

I told that he was killed by the caving 
in of a mine.’

‘You were told that he was killed!' 
replied Childes coldly. ‘And yet you 
told me that you were beside him 
when he died. You told me that he 
left his large fortune in your hands 
for me. You gave that money into" 
my keeping. Now I find my unci'- 
alive, if dying. I find that he has 
been dlways unfortunate and poor 
1 find that he never possessed a dol 
lar which he could have entrusted tc 
you. What does it mean? Why should 
you have come to me, an utter stran­
ger, to place in my hands a largf 
fortune to which I had no right 
Why should you have taken me, t 
man whom you never saw before, but 
who was under the most horrible ban 
that ever shadowed any life, into the 
very bosom and heart of your fam­
ily? Why should you have deceived 
your innocent daughter into becom­
ing my wife when you knew so well 
that I had no love to give her? 1 
confess that I have acted like a weak 
fool all through, but I am not, for all 
that, such an Idiqt but that I can see 
there is some terrible secret under­
lying all this. Mr. Lansing, the time 
has come when I must know what 
that secret is.’

Not once during the long speech 
had Meredith Lansing moved. Activ­
ity and intelligence seemed to have 
left him at once. He listened in dumb 
anguish, his blue lips fallen away
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‘More than twenty years ago, Erie,
I met Mignon Blair at------ Well,
what matters it when or where? She 
at the time of our meeting, a sister 
of her father’s, a grasping, hard­
hearted demon as ever disgraced the 
name of woman. I was rich, but in

Anthony, card,
St. John's 

Thomas, Bell St.

W. Barbery,

JohnFennessey 
Feder, D. 
Funey, M Alice , Mrs. G..

Rennie’s Mill RoadCare G. P. 0.forgot that. For some months I wor­
shipped in silence ; then, unable to 
keep my secret longer, I told it to 
Mignon. When I had done it I was 
.allied at myself for my temerity. 1 

axpected nothing but my rejection, 
but to my surprise and delight Mig­
non said she would be my wife. 
There was none of that shy tenderness 

her manner that characterizes a 
woman who loves

I could see nothing of that

think of themselves alone, and are 
particularly unwilling to burden them­
selves with a stranger.’

She glanced toward the door as she 
ceased speaking, for some one had 
entered. It was Meredith Lansing. 
He stopped short, gazed at htr curi­
ously, a ghastly pallor slowly over­
spreading his face.

4 Come in, Lansing,’ cried Quin- 
tard, more gravely than he had spok 
en m many days. 1 I must introduce 
you to our gift from the stars. Miss 
Mignon Moreau, let me present Mr. 
Lansing.'

Instead of the formal bow which 
Mignon evidently expected, Lansing 
strode suddenly forward and grasped 
her by the arm.

‘ Your name is Mignon Moreau,’ he 
gasped, his face distorted with emo 
tion. 1 What was your father's name? 
Quick !’

The gi;l shrank away from him, her 
fixed upou the hagggard face with 
wildest fright.

* Maurice,’ she answered almost in- 
audibly, 4 Maurice Moreau.’

A low cry, a smothered exclama­
tion of “Thank God ! At last !’ anil 
Meredith Lansing fell at full length 
before them. .

Even as he lay there, death like in 
his stillness, the door opened to ad­
mit Erie Chidces.
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1 was,
She did not resist when I drew her 
to me arid kissed her, and in my wild 
ecstasy I saw nothing of that which 
afterward came to me with stunning 
force : the strange whitening of her 
face, the cruel clinching of the small 
hands, the look of desperation in the 
passionate eyes.

‘The time that followed was a bliss­
ful dream to me then, and afterward 
a torturing curse. I loathed myself 
because I had been a blind fool! 1
loathed------ God! Let me get away
from that time and go on. We were 
married. I shall never forget the 
day. I did not see Mignon until she 
joined me in the church upon the arm 
af her father; but, madly infatuated 
as 1 was, the terrible pallor of her 
face, the wild yearning in her eyes, 
startled me. The next moment, 
standing beside her, I had forgotten 
it. I don’t know how to tell you of 
what followed. It was horrible! hor­
rible!

‘From the moment of our marriage 
my wife seemed to take the most 
frightful disli.ke to me. If I came in*
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CHAPTER XXVIII.
Meredith La using’s Secret.

^HÇN Meredith Lansing re­
covered consciousness he 
found himself lying off his own 

bed, with Erie Childes betiding over 
him.

The! bewildered expression gave 
place to one of agonizing entreaty and 
doubt. His glance passed Childes 
and seemed to search the room vain-
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1 Where is she?’ he whispered 
hoarsely, raising himself upon his 
elbow, and seizing Childes’ arm 
4 For God’s sake, tell me that I did 
not dream it, that I have found her 
at last !'

• You mean Be be?’ asked Childes
quietly.

1 No, no ; not Be be ! That other 
one. Mignon ! Mignon ! Mignon 
Moreau she said her name was. 
Where is she ?’

4 In the other room with Quintard. 
She is all right and sale enough. 
Calm yourself, my friend ; you wi II be

March
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and its suburbs, the Directory contain- 
ists of

Commission Merchant,

4 No, no : not now. This is no time 
for illness. Let me see her. Bring 
her here, won’t you?’

4 No. You frightened her before, 
and you had better be quite yourself 
before you see her again. What you 
have to say to her will keep. ’

‘How strangely you look at me’ 
"What is the matter? Has anything 
happened?’

"Nothing that I cannot tell you an­
other time.’

’No, I must hear It now! Can’t yon 
see that I’m on fire? Don’t you un­
derstand that the anxiety, the sus­
pense will kill me?’

‘What I have to say has nothing to 
do with Mignon Moreau. I know no-

BOVRIL
AND
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salt's
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Children thrive on 
“EPPS’S.”

m eve

EPPS’S
lu fine invigorating qualities suit people 
of all ages. Rich in cocoa butter, and 

FREE FROM CHEMICALS.
grateful and comforting

COCOA

to her presence, she uttered a low cr> 
and fled through another door. If I 
by accident met her in the hall, she 
trembled like a frightened animal. 
She locked her door upon as though 
she feared my presence. Then, one 
day, when I was about yielding to the 
hideous belief that she was mad, I 
received a letter from her. In it she 
entreated me to allow hereto go away 
for a time with her aunt, assuring 
me that she would return a better 
wife to me.

‘To tell it sounds so cold, but the 
intensity of its pleading touched me. 
I consented. She left the house with­
out seeing me, and four months af­
terwards she returned as suddenly as 
she had departed. Her aunt had writ­
ten me several times that Mignon 
was well and would be home soon 
giving me no address, however. When 
uy wife came, the terrible pallor ol 
her face, her wasted form, - shocked 
me; but you can never realize my joy 
when she came up to me of her own 
accord and lifted her face to be kiss­
ed.

* ‘Meredith,’ she said, T want you 
to forgive me for my conduct to you. 
will you not? I have been verv 
wrong, but I am sorry, dear. If you 
can forgive me, you shall have noth­
ing to complain of in future. If ! 
had not loved you before, your pa­
tience would have made me love you 
now.’ ,

* Then you do love me?’ I asked, 
miserably enough.

‘More than my life,’ she answer­
ed earnestly.

'From that day, Erie, existence be­
gan anew for me. My life was r 
dream. My wife was tenderness it
self, and I was happy, until------ Opt
day she came to me and asked if shi 
might go for another trip with hei 
aunt. She was very much out oi 
health, and as I could net leave my 
business then I consented.

’Mignon wrote me every dsy. Then,
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