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Legislative Bessson.

In this ‘issue will be found a
report-of the procgedings of the
closing days of the.recent Legis-
lative Session, as well as' an ac-
count’ of the closing ceremonies
and a list of the acts passed. The
Session was about the . usual
length and the amount of legisla-
tion was about normal.

The wienibers of the Opposxtlon
talked” ”wﬁ&ﬁ dal; but. they.
seemed to lack cohesion and ap-
peared to plunge along without or
ganization. The longer the ses-
sion lasted, the. more chaotic did
their condition appear to become.

The Opposition made their most
reckless and ill-advised manoeuvre
when they presented their charges
“regarding the Provincial Infirm-
ary. \It\certamly was extremely
short- slghted tactics to base seri-
ous charges against a pubhc in-
stitution on the declarations of
an irresponsible - dissatisfied and
agitating paranoic, as the sequel
abundantly proved,

Our Oppoeition friends, very
soon after they fired this gun,
discovered that it was loaded up
the wrong way, and would be
sure to kick. They made the
discovery too late; as ‘a conse-
quence they were very angry by
the time the -investigating Com-
mittee reported. The charges
from which they hoped so much
turned out a regular boomerang.
The evidence, as recorded by the

sworn stenographer, completely|.

disproved all the charges in their
indictment.  Their attempt to
base & mincnty report-oft a gar-
*bled smattering of the evidence
was worse thnn rediculous ; it
was prepoeterous The whole
business was a sorry manifesta-
tion of utter recklessness, in at-
tempting to make political capital
without counting the cost. - They
may perhaps be wiser next time ;
but they. are sadder now.

The closing - ceremonies of the
session were ' clothed with un-
‘wonted interest, consequent upon
the war and the entrance thare-
into of our latest Ally, the United
States. For the the first, time our
flag and that of the neighboring
Republic were intertwined in the
decorations, Of the Legislative
Chamber, ‘and the accredited
representative of - the = United
States occupied a seat of honor
on the floor of the House. This is
certainly as it should be. The]
tremendous conflict in which the
Empire is engaged for the ere-
servation of liberty andcivilization
appeals'to- all Jovers of righteous-
ness, ‘What ‘'more natural than
that the great American Bepubhe
should beoome an Ally in ‘the
glorious ‘eatise; and what 'more

matural than that we should join,

AT

reported and ordered toa third
- {réading. On motion of Hon. Mr.
Arsenault seconded by Hon. Mr.
McKinnon, a resolution’ was
introduced to_repeal the Fox Tax
Act, and to provide for a system
of taxation based wupon prices
realized on the sales. The resolu-
tion was reported without amend-
ment and the bill founded thereon
was presented and read a first
time. Mr. Bell and Mr. Johnston

about the external Auditors report.
Mr. McNevin, seconded by H. D.

|McLean, moved the following

amendment to Mr. Bell’s resolu-

tion.
" That all after the word “that”

e stuck out and the following
inserted in lieu thereof :

That on the first day of the
present session the following com-

appointed : A. P. Prowse, Chair-
man; H.D. McEwen, R.J. Mec-

Inms‘ "- 2
convened by the Chairman on
the 29th day of March last ;

That meetings were held after
due notice on the following days :

March 29th. -Present — Mr.
Prowse, Mr. McEwen, Mr, Mec-
Nevin, Mr. McLellan, Mr. Saun-
ders. March 30th. Present—Mr.
Prowse. Mr. McNevin, Mr. Mc
Ewen, Mr. McLellan. April 3rd.
Present—Mr. Prowse, Mr. Mec-
Nevin, Mr. McEwen. April 4th.
Present—Mr. Prowse, Mr. Mec-
Ewen, Mr. McLellan, Mr. McNevin.
but the Leader of the Opposition
did not attend at any meeting
and at only one meeting did any
one member, of the Committee
from the Opposition attend ;

That if the Leader of the
Opposition and his colleagues on
this Committee were desirous of
examining the Public Accounts in
every detail the opportunity was
open to them throughout the
session ;

Therefore Resolved that the
Government is deserving of con-
fidence for havmg inaugurated
for the first time in the history of
this Province a system of audit by
‘which the current financial stand-
ing of the Province is set forth
every year and the Leader of the
Opposition and his colleagues on
the said Committee are deserving
of censure for having utterly
failed in their duty to examine
into the public accounts for the
past year.

- In seconding the resolution Mr.
H. D. McLean pointed out the
recklesness of the statements of
the different members of the
Opposition regarding the deb®of

the annual deficit of the present
Government at $40,000 ; another
at $60,000, and still another
places it at $90,000. The discus-
sign was continued by Mr. Bell
and_Hon. Mr. Arsenault. Hon. Mr
McKinnon, Mr. A. E. McLean, Mr.
Paton, Mr. Lea, Hon. Mr. Kennedy,
Mr. Dennis, Hon. Sir Charles
Dalton. B. Gallant, Hon. Mr. Me-
Ewen: and Mr. McInnis. The
amendment being put the House
divided the vote standing 14 to
12 in favor of the Government.
The Resolution was then put and
defeated on the same devision
reversed.

The House did not meet Tues-
day till about 12.30.. On motion
of Hon. Mr. McKinnon the “Beaver
Protectlpn Act” was presented
and read a first time. Hon. Mr.
McKinnon also introduced a bill
to amend the act moorpomtmg
the “Montague Electric Company

not omym&‘&htmhm?aaﬁlom

“and out- wﬂ— 5
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The House did not meet on
Monday 23rd until 9 p. m. After
routine the debate on the resolu-
tion relative to production of

-peat in the Provinee was resumed
by M Bell, Leader of the Op-
position. Mer. Lea fqllowed in the
discussion of . the question.
Mr, J. A. Dewar followed Mr. Lea
in the discussion of .the same
subject. Hon H.D. McEwen was
the next spesker on the peat

< —qmn. The other speakers on

"Mi A E McLéan. The resolution
 was then put and carried, On
" motion of” Hon. - Mr, l(eKumon
; t‘he\\!lontigue incorporrtion bill
= wu:gsm referred toeommttee
.-/I?‘Inrthet consideration. Progress
~wasveported. The committee stage
Qtﬁgel’ E 1 Egg and Poultry|
; Auo.fution Inmvponﬁu was

hen " resumed, - ‘bill ivn

It was 3.80 when tho House
reassembled. The first business
brought ‘before the House was the
automobile bill. Dr. A. A. Mec-
Donald moved the second reading
of the bill bearing on the subject.
The motion was seconded- by Hon.
Mr. Arsenault. The House  went
into committee with Mr. Prowse
in the chair. Mr. Geo. E. Hughes
in opposition to the "bill, read
a-list of petitions containing over
a thousand names he said of
persons opposed to the runuing of
automobiles. Mr. John A. Dewar

Mr. A' E. McLean followed on
the same side, Mr. Saunders spoke
in favor of it, Mr. James D. Me-
Innis spoke against it. Upposition
to the bill was continued by Mr.
Dennu. Mr. B. Gallant, J. H. Bell,
Mr. Georgo E. Hughes, Mr.
Samders, Mr. Johnston, Mr. Lea.
A l}lmmon was taken in committee,
shogfing. the pros and.cons 14 to

14, The chairman gave his cast-
ing vote in favor of the bill. The
bill was reported. On the motion

spent considerable time talking

mittee on Public Accounts was

Lellan, A. J. MacNevin, John H |
Bell, A. C, Saunders, J.: D Me-}

That the eald Comlmttee was

the Province. One of them placed

spoke in opposition to the " bill. |

to ‘adopt the report of the com-
mittee, the House again divided,
the vote standing 15 to 11 in favor.
The House then took recess at
6.40.

The House reassembled, after
recess, at 9 o'clock. The bill to
amend¥he Statute Law, on motion
of Premier Mathieson, read a
second time, and committed to
committee, Progress was reported

at 10 o’clock. )

The report of the committee of

investigate the charges made by
Mr. George E. Hughes, relative to
conditions at the Provincial
Infirmary, was presented.by Mr.
A. P. Prowse, Chairman of the
Committee and read by the: Clerk
of the House. The report is as
follows :

To the Honorable, The Speaker
and Members of the Legisla
tive Assembly.

4

enquire into and report upon the

E. Hughes relating to the Pro-
vincial Infirmary and -certain

leave to report as follows :

Committee is set forth in the
following resolution :

| RESOLVED, That a committee

of five members of the House
be appointed by this House to
enquire into and report upon
all charges made or submitted
by George E. Hughes, a mem-
ber of this House, frem his
place in this House, on. Tues-
* day, the Third day of April,
instant, as set forth in a docu-
ment in  writing, dated the
First day of March 1917, pur-
porting to be signed by William
J. Murphy and others and laid
upon the table of this House.
(2) Thatthecommittee shall
have power to send for persons,
papers and records and to
examine witnesses on oath.
RESOLVED, That the Special
Committee appointed by this
House on Wednesday, April
4th, 1917, to enquire into and
report upon all charges made
or submitted by George E.

House, on Tuesday, April 3rd
instant re certain officials in‘the
Provincial . Infirmary,
power to hold Sessions either
at Charlottetown or at the
Provincial Infirmary.

Your Committee met at the
Provincial Infirmary on Thursday
the 12th instant. Dr. Conroy ap-
peared and represented the
Trustees and Mr. McKinnon ap-
peared on behalf of Mr. James
Byrne against whom most of the
charges were directed. Mr. Hub-
bard, the official Stenographer,
was duly sworn and the Com-

at about 2 o’clock on the said 12th
instant.

" The charges as set forth in.the
document referred to id said
resolution are as follows :

1. Studied persecution of blind,

crippled and infirm men.

2. Banishing away ladies and
men from Charlottetown who
have come out there to see
friends of theirs.

Neglecting to distribute a
sufficient number of blankets
to make the men comfortable
at night while in the meantime
blankets are locked up in the
closets,

Pulling old infirm men out of
bed, on the floor, and striking
them. This has happened three
or four times only recently.

Permitting inmates ta:quarrel
and fight in the dining-room at

“their meals and making himself
ridiculous also before the in-
mates.

Permitting an old man of 70
years of age to carry on scan-
dalous actions with & deaf and
dumb girlinmate in the presence
of nearly eighty (80) men and
women; during meal hours. This
old man isan old chum or crony
of Byrnes, being acquainted for
years before coming here, and
both are from King's County.

Allowing foolish inmates to
carry vitals to a blind man ; the
meals being put up by, the in
mates in a -contemptuous man-
ner.. The inmates also quarrel-
ing and with those men nearly

every day. ‘

Opening windows and letting
in.cold wind on those men in
bed, or in wheel chairs.

:Allowing all the patients ef-
‘fects, such as clothing, money,
tobacco, matches, etc, to be

_ be in the Penitentiary,) There
- - are closets here-with locks and

keys and they are of no aeeount

members of the Legislature to

Your committee appointed :to

charges submitted by Mr, George

officials of ‘that Institution beg

Hughes, a "Member of this

have

mittee proceeded to take evidence

_ stolen by inmates (who should]

whatever, — « Everything is!
stolen.”
10. Allowing trunks and valises
(stored in the attic) to be burst
ed open, and no protest made
by them against such villany.

It is likewise charged in said
document that Dr. Goodwill ~dis-
charged James Byrne as attendant
in said Institution about two
years ago for inability and ‘in-
efficienzy in the carrying out of
his duties, that the Government
reinstated him and that the Tnsti-
tution has become very degraded
under his management during the
last three years brought about
prinzipally by Byrnes.

The following witnesses were
examined under oath :

Abraham Bonnell

William J. Murphy

Linus Campbell

Laughlin McPherson

John R. McInnis

Oliver Thompson

Donald McLeod

James Byrne

Peter Trainor -

Addie Dingwell

Mrcs. M. Newbury

Mrs. Louisa Bonnell

Edward Praught

Dr. Blanchard

Dr. Conroy

Dr. McMillan

The authority and scope of the ey

All the Members of the Com-
mittee were present while: the
evidence was being taked on the
12th, 13th and 18th instant, with
the exception of Mr. Saunders
who was absent on the last named
day.

Annexed hereto is the extended
report of the evidence as takea}-
by the official stenographer.

The —evidence disclosed ' that
there was no ground for any of
the charges made or submitted by
Mr. George E. Hughes, 2 member
of this House, from his place in
this House the 3rd day of April
instant, as set forth in a document
in writing bearing date the 1st
day of March, 1917, that the said
document was mainly compiled
by William J. Murphy, an inmate
of said Institution, having been
copied by himh from an original
dated the 31st of Oct. 1916, after
the same had been revised and
amended on his behalf as appears
by his .verbal evidenece-and said
original- document was put in
evidence and. is annexed hereto,
that the other. inmates of said
Institution whose names are ap-
pended to said document had not,
or had any other inmate of -said
Institution anythmg to do, with
compiling or writing - said “docu-
ment dated 1st df Marcl;, nor
with said original document nor
with revising or amending same,
nordid any of those examined
excepting said William J. Murply
know what was contained in said
document or that such charges
were being formulated agsinst
said Institution: That the 'said
William J. Murphy has mental
delusions and is not always ac-
countable for his actions and the
fact has been established by the
evidence that the charges con-
tained in said document are tke
outcome of such delusions and
have no foundation in fact.

‘That the said James Byrne,
against whom specific charges
were directed, has been shown to
have been not guilty of the charges
preferred against him, nor any of
them, but on the contrary the
evidence disclosed that he had
been an efficient and careful at-
tendant and he had never been
dismissed, nor had there ‘ever
been any intimation of his- dis-
missal from said Institution.

That your Committee inspected
the Itstitution throughout | and
are able to report saig Inatxtﬂhon
to be well kept, ‘the: imnntes} dre
carefully looked after, good | and
sufficient food and clobhing are
supplied, and the building is well
heated, the officials connected
with said Iustitution are all com-
petent and faithful in the dis-
charge of their respective duties.
ALBERT J. PROWSE.:

Chairmac.
R. J. McLELLAN,
A.J. McNEVIN.

- Mr. Prowse, Chairman of the
Committee, moved the adoption of
the report and animadverted very
severely upon the conduct of Mr.
Hughes in connection with this
matter. He carefully analyzed
the history of the charges made
by Murphy, showing that altera-
tions had been made in the orig-
inal. The motion to adopt the
report was seconded by Mr. R.J.
McLellan. He said this majority
report may be regarded as the
unanimous conviction of the ma-
jority of the Committee. He re-
ferred to the extraordinary con-
fidence and assurance with which
the Opposxtlon had presented the
charges in question, . He als

pointed out that Mr. Bell mani-
fested a desire, during the investi-
gation, to go outside of the reso-
lution to fish for evidence; but
was prevented, very properly, by
the inajority of the Committee.
He quoted some portions of the
evidence to show how utterly tin-
founded were the charges pre-
ferred by Mr. Hughes,

Mr. Bell moved an amendment
to " the report of the- majority of
the Committee seconded .T)y Mr
Saunders. Mr. Johnston followed
on the Opposition side, supporting
[the amendment. Mr. McNevin,
member of the Legislative Com-
mittee, continued the discussion.
He showed that Mr. Johnston had
made a tremendous noise and
spoke in a loud and boisterous
voice. Evidently he felt he was
pretty badly hit. At 1.05 a. m.
Mr. McNevin adjourned the de-

journed.

It was very near 12 o'clock,
noon, when the House met on
Wednesday. The usual routine
proceedings having been disposed
of the bill relative to motor
vehicles was ordered to be read a
third time. Mr. Hughes, seconded
by Mr. David McDonald, moved
that the bill be not now read a
third time, but that it be read six
months hence. The division being
taken the amendment was defeat-
ed, the vote standing 15 to 14.
After the bill went through its
third reading and was passed, the
House took recess.

The House resumed at 3.50.
The bill relating to protection of
Beavers was again taken up in
committee, Mr. Paton in the chair.
After some more committee work,
the debate on the report of the
Legislative Committee investigat-
ing the Infirmary charges was re-
sumed by Mr. McNevin. He ‘pro-
ceeded to point out how unten-
able was the attitude of Mr. Bell
and Mr. Saunders in presenting a
‘minority report. ~He showed the
absolutely baseless character of
the evidence upon which the min-
ority report was founded. Mr.
McNevin showed, from the evid-
ence, that Mr. William Murphy,
the star witness of the Opposition,
was a degenerate and a most un-
reliable character.
testified that Murphy was of un-
sound mind.

Hon. Dr. Jenkins continued the
debate on the Government side.
He pointed out that the evidence
strongly showed that Murphy
was & man of unsound mind. He
was at least subject to delusivns.
He took Mr. Johnston severely
to task for having made a vicious
.attack on one honorable member
of the medical profession.. He
said that Mr. Johnston insinuated
the three doctors, Conroy, Blan-
chard and M. McMillan, had made
statements, on oath, at the inves-
tigation, that were incorrect and
unreliable. He proceeded to show

the Leader of the Opposition

sion. :
ment was lost 15 to 12, and the

report was carried ona vote of 16
to 18. The House then took re-
cess at 6 o'cleak.

It was a few minutes after 9
o'clock when the House reassem-
bled in the evening. Almost the
whole of the sitling was devoted
to committee ., work and third
readings. A Tesolution relatile
‘to fisheries moved by Mr. Dennis
and amended by Hon, Mr, Arsen-
ault was submitted. The amend-
ment was carried 15 to 13. House
adjourned at 11.45.

b e e

The House met at 11 o'clock
on Thursday forenoon. Having
gone through the customary rou-
tine proceedings, Mr. Bell brought
up the question of the proposed
visit of the Premier to the old
country and to the battle-fields,
and the “ win-the-war” conference
in Montreal.

Hon. Mr. McKinnon expressed
much surprise at the course pur-
sued by the Leader of the Oppo-
sition in bringing up this matter
in open Legislature, in as much
as the ~question had been con-
sndered behind closed aoors,
was considered settled. -

tion before. ﬂm ? mhu
caused his sonversion on
the grounds of \adenomy ? If ho
(Concluded “on- page three.

bate and the House then ad-|

Three _doétoré’l

how farcical was the conduct oi 3
his supporters in this matter. Mr:
B. Gallant continued the discus-

The motion on the amend-§{

main motion to adopt Mr. Prowse’s|
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be fully appreeiated.

Coat is really worth
Sizes—37 to 42 chest.

able favarite.

. am3n &nag Coat.

Too cold for going about without any,

At $17.50

Grey Cheviot Spring Overcoat
Chesterfield style, fly front, L, B.
42 inches long, made from a me-
dium grey cheviot, good quality,
full lined, glain box back. This

At $22.50

For a Spring weight Overcoat
-the slip-on in this fis a remark-
This line 1is
made from Brown Tweeds,
Fawa and Grey Covert Cloths,
S B mode! buttoned'through,

ts, full lined with
a sieeves makes a_ very

New Overcoats in latest Spring Models——for looks, for fit, for wear.,
COATS at $13.50, $15.00, $16.00, $17.50, $2000 UP

At $13.50

Dark Grey Cheviot Spring Over-
coat, Chesterfield style made from
a good quality -English Cheviot,
42 inches long, fly front.
garment really has to be seen tp

coat.

This

chest,’

coat.

$20.00.

all well

Tweed,
front.

Sunday

NEW BLACKS IN BORSALINOS — Wolthousen's
Stetsons are ready for you.
latest colorings, the handsomest hats in town.

STETSON HATS...eveee.eecseeanes$q.00
BORBALINOS: . oucuusenesascinssoesafife0d
WOLTHOUSENS seee..vueeasoseenssse$3.00
Other choice English shapes, $r.50, $2.00, $2 50

Women’s Black ¢‘Slickers’* at $5.25
Wonderful Value

This new lot really is wonderful value.
offer you something that certainly is a real bargain.
size, sturdy makes, good weight.

The smnartest shapes—the

All sizes.
FIVE TWEFTY=FIVE.

oore & McLeod Litd

119—121 Qneen Street Charlottetown.

Snappy New Overeoat Styles

For Spring Wear

These are the days when the light weight Overcoat is an absolu‘e necessity.
Not cold enough to wear your heavy

OVER-

At $15.00

Dark Grey Cheviot Spring Over-
Men with an eye to econ-
omy will appreciate the value of
this Spring Weight Overcoat,
The material is a dark grey Eng-
liih Cheviot,
long, has a good durable Italian
" body lining and is well tailored
throughout. :

made 42 inches

szes——37 to 44

At $20.00

Fine medium grey Spring Over-
Here we can show you a
nice Grey Chevict Chesterfield
Overcoat which is approved by

dressed men as the coat

for spring wear, full lined, 42
inches long, fly front.
to 42 chest.

At $25.00

Very dressy grey Tweed Spring
Overcoat.
coals are very neat and dressy,
made from a well woven English

Sizes 37

In style these Over-

S. B. Chesterﬁeld fly

our Next Spring Hat Here for

Despite advancing costs we are able to
Cut full and generous in

Ma11 A Contract

SEALED TE\‘DERS, addressed to the
Postmaster General, will be received at
Ottawa until Noon, on Friday, the lsi
Jane, 1917, for the conveyance of
His Masjesty’s Mails, on s proposed
Contract for four years six times per
wesk
Over Raral Mail route No 8 from
Kensington, P, E. Ialsnd
from the lst July next,
Printed mnotices, containing further
information as to conditivns of proposed
“mhm and blank forms
MW be obtained at the Post
Jolpes of Kensingion, Margate; New

now should he epr&ﬂn m?mu sud at the office of the Post

Oce Inspector.
JOHN F. WHEAR.

ro.somu ‘Inspector.
T'ost Office Ins

Ch'Town, Aprll lSlh 10!7
2 pril 18th, 1917381

Mall Contra.ct

SEALED TENDERS, addreesod to the
Postmaster General, will be received at
Ottawa -until Noon oo Friday, the 15th
June, 1917, for the conveyance of His
Majesty’s Mails,on a proposed Contract
for.four yeurs, esix times per week

Over Rnnl Mail Routs No. 1 from

8t Louis, P. E, Iuland.
from the 1l October next.

Printed notices containing lurtbor in.
formation as to conditions of proposed
Contract may be seen and blank forms
of Tender may be obtained at the Post |
Ofi¢es of St Louis, Ebbsflast, snd CW
office of the Post Office Inspector. -

JOHEN F. WHEAR,
Post Office Inspactor.
Post Office Inspector's Office.

Mall Contract

BEALED TENDERS, addressed tothe
Postmaster General, will be received at
Ottawa until noon on Friday, the 15th
Jare, 1917, for the conve;ance of His
Msjesty ‘s Mails on & proposed Con-
tract for four years, six times per we‘

Over Raral Mail route No 1 from

Ellerslie Station, P. E. Island,
from the 1st October nex',

Printed notices containing farther in-
formation as to conditions of propsed
mtuu may be seen and blank forme
or may be obtained at the Post
of Ellerslie Station, Bideford,
Port Hill, and at the Office of the Post
O3ice Inspector
JOHN F. WHEAR,

Post Office Inspector

. { Post Ofiice Inspector’s Office,

Ch'town, May lst, 1917, -
Moy 2, 1017-8i

L et

Chb’town, May 1st, 1917,
May 2, 191781




