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the track to the small station build- situation at the Baxter station tto15 aa the equipment was unloaded. ; retire. But 
ing The agent poked ' bis head out : to had been*compelled to desert un- Ovef all rolled the smoke»from the : cap in his to -iL; «y?.
of the window. , der such desperate necessity He re- conflagration that now had swept "1 should like to say just a word.

“Has Old Moss gone past?" gasped ' ali/ed that if telegraph calls Were half-way down Main street. j he requested, humbly.
Asa. not answered at such a critical' time. ‘‘There'll he no questions asked un- - - “I U listen to no pled fpr your

“No, bat it ought to he going and that if the superintendent vrnv tit alter this is over," said Ira lathee and brothers, said tiita
past,'* snapped the. agent: ‘'that» is, ed there and found the place deserted He grabbed the telegraph-key, call- ager “They are discharged "
il your family expect to keep their by all the Hales, the family would > ed both South Baxter add Lovett, *1 think I'm the only one
jobs ' Seems from what 1 hear that in ait probability be retired to think and rattled at a long message Add might to be discharged,” ndid Ana.___
they got in too much' of a hurry the matter over v - iistengl, ■ occasionally scrubbing hi*' It waa the most bitter humilietiotr -
down in the fcovell yard, and the en- In some war hi* people must be sleeve across his sooty ‘forehead of his life, but hr had made up his

t gine bumped oil the track at the Y- apprised Some one must be called “Uou you think that is the tost j mind to it long before He told Mu
switch frog as they were making up to that telegraph instrument Tto way *" he asked,' finally, ki» que* *tory through, not peeking to shield
There's no other spare engine in 1 livelihood of the whole family de-1 tmn inspired hr the diseuMion . over himself. The naMQIf MtaVtay** bin .
reach on the division, and they "ve ' pended on it tto wire after he had ftnl>j>Bfl» tod
been drumming Baxter to sendSjowu Again Asa's mgenuitv was equal “1 don t know Both of them say to tip add hi* tfm *tetaty.
your engine Reckon the division the emergency Tucked n the box 'tor'll hack up any story we give W” you think that a simple H*-
super must be in a padded tell by ! under his cushion he aiwa>. canted cm.' -aid Ira 1 “They know just as charge in punishment enough ku tav-
this time if the operator has told ! » toll of wire, a telegraph m-t vu - well as wr do that if the manager periling fifty Htree and a hundred
him. Hear ?" meat, wire-cutters and climb.-: a iris to ripping things up on this thouaand dollar»’ worth tat pHflP**1!1

Out from the open window came i lonema»’» . branch. it m»y IWU g . Cteta* SWM» | *** -
the angry chacker’ chacker’ of the He jammed down the throttle, set 1 Just those two operator* know how 
instrument. Asa wheeled his horse the brake, and as soon as the loco- 1 vlqse a shave it really was

we need stick to, I* sup- 
t we got the orders, sent

,2I m fireman’s wiitnceoneealed in tk,
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the etymoloqi :a) 
word and brought

ctow w
the main line are dropping everywheh- out of that 

The trainmen Branch “the [ami- ‘ first smoke cloud There’s no telling
...... „ a#ed ff, . ,i wa_s a twenty-mile where it’s going to stop.” »

iger of sarcasm or 1 i«nch the State' “We ought to hear in five minutes’.’
on yon?" tow**.1 |*c, » I/OVeU June- said Asa “They’ll telephone it to

1 to of Baxter Its the chief.”
k wlt^ {our a day: passenger \ He watched the smoke rolling high- 
N”8. m.irnin„ mixed back at er and more dense The selectman
",n ‘"ui down at" half past three j kept his eye on the mute telegraph

ic afternoon and passenger back a permit for the special, to load and
tto a* run up here, will take a good part of
«* did all the work, an hour, best they can do But I’ll

“was all in the fami- slip Old Hoss off the main line now, 
Hale was the engi- to make sure.

on to a

I that he had g 
nsw to entif ij 
inite lengthy j 
urnment until f 
, which was aw

One train crew 
y,d the crew 
, » jotham 
-air ato had tooted fox cows and 
rmsstngs on the branch ever since 
jJT days of the "cow-flly stack 
X^torncrs Seth Hale, his eldest 
Lofi was fireman, and another son, 
]rl was station agent at Baxter, 
j)(rtf all the Hales lived.

seventeen years old, and 
_*■§*“. family pride on account of 
■j L~.nn.tv a wprd that expresses 

-hat deal in Y ankeeland.
®time when he could first run 
Ewt. be had devoted to the trains 
«to the station all the hours he 
gwld get "from his school, 

go it came about that even before 
hired as fireman he could

He hurried downig Off-
superini 

s out on the crû
ff the gangs Ti
.y rolls for May ]

I
and climbed into the cab. There 

the pails of swill.were
“Those poor critter* ought to be 

fad !” he muttered, remembering the 
plight of the patient stock at the 
barn Asa was a sympathetic and 
thoughtul youth in all cases where 
animals were concerned, and only a 
country-bred boy realizes the i in port-

toe «touted He was merely a toy
"I realise «het I have **», til," 
to -*id

There waa a toe* pause The* the 
manager leaned berk aa* rrewe* >is
legs x

“Bet yea ha* *H enough to wv* 
this roe* from damage salts that 
wow HI hat* vleaaa* oak eer «wrpto*
aa* given as a floating debt,” sat* 
the manager The* to 
ktadly “My twwtow ta to reward ta- 
telltgeace, 6 twenty aad loyalty .■«
this, roe* “

The
“Break in and report special south motive grated to a halt he seized In ' »ly ihingf'

according to orders !” he cried, and tools, and in thirty setondy was up a ; [*>**’. is i*a
he dashed away up the track on the telegraph pole \ few minutes sut- the engine to South Baxter, awl
shoulder of the gravel bed. the , heed fur him to install hi* felér box came bark when the signal* there
horse’s laboring hoofs throwing the The' wire was still busy as the im- blocked us I don't want to do it.
sand in jets like a fountain He had mediate chatter of his instrument in though

ance of chores seen Old lloss just rounding the dilated and he watted a bit to. learn yet. and 1 don’t tike to begin
"1 can dq-jit in a.jifly,” he thought curve. ~ , the condition of aflairs before he Think H over. Km, aw* til ne» you

“There’s no knowing when they will As he approached the advancing de- acted Ills intention was this To 
get fed M l don’t take the time right linquent, he whirled about and wait- ask the agent at South Baxter to 
now.” _ ed till the engine rumbled down on send a messenger pout haste to Oax-

Without hesitation he pulled the him Then, as the cow-catcher came ter and hurry his brother Ira to the 
throttle and started for the barn abreast of the plunging horse, he station
True railroad man that he was, Asa drove his heels against the animal's " But Asa heard w ith ..bruiting hair
realized that he ought to be at the ribs and raced along for a few feet the despatrutg^tante#u and bitter 
telegraph instrument, but he hoped The locomotive was Travelling taunt* paswmg between the Two op- 
these few moment*: stolen for the leisurely. As the step came past, erators He heyrd that the special 
sake of the beasts, would make no Asa threw down the bridle-reins, had started from Lovell, and waa 
difference I grabbed for the hand-rail.. and then coming up the rails, at a mile-a-

AI most before the engine came to j *gegge*- himself into the cab The minute! speed

a halt at, the hath fie was out and horse swung away into the field With nervous haste be broke in
Hale was, quite natur- down with the pails and inside the The next instant, throttle wide

ally the chief Jtigineer of the steam- door He slopped, the swill into the open, engine throbbing, and the white

* « Seth was totyman of Hose No. t«rogh®. frant ically jalmued hay mto flames in the fire-box qtttyeTinfcJ» tth
| 2 and the s.tatiçjf agent, Ira, was the mangers, and then ran out. the exhaust blasts. Old Hoss roared
1 chaimian of the citizens’ committee, There was a heart-chilling blank in past the South Bsxte# station, the 

whose duty it was to look aJter pro- ,he landscape where Old Hoss had whistle screaming for the crossing prise
Lj. removed to the street during » stood. Rods away down the track The station agent stared from hts It must now . tik a race bftweeo

' the locomotive was lumbering along platform after the locomotive) till it 1 lumbering Old lloan, with only »n*
' ffe are now qualified to understand I slowly, its faint and moderate chuff' was far down the tangent j slender youth aa both engineer and
•tat happened when the “big Baxter uKh! chuH! felling that the throttle- “Well, I swan !” he gasped “Has firemen, and the great engine of the 

broke out. j bar was out a notch,or so the Hale family got Old Hoss so general manager's tram with it*
Whether in his haste he had failed | well trained that they let him go out | seven-loot drivers and it* mighty

reach of piston-rod 
Asa left hia instrument stilt click-

id barley at Li!
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Asa was very thoughtful during the 
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were cxtttwBiMihieg with hivitn* 
dreams thé last re* fires among the 
tilaekene* beams. Am he* his talk 
with the general manager in the tel
ler's private ear o* the swtottaek 
The manager ha* summon** him

“Young maa,” »aiq he, “I have 
seen maim* eottte lnquittea, aa* t to» hemi^jf l o« 
find that your rtdatsvn left you t.. 'hat he tau t aa al 
run this whole branch today aa* f***»T* 
that t,hey have hem doing the same 
thing for some ttipe Ixwal puhlt. 
spirit is a goad thing, het muweUmes 
v.T me* i>i4i men oorwHes I find 
thaï you got the eègme out wbw 
and raiyTta far aa South Barter You 
were tore attending to your hoaitwvw 
w 1 now promote you to the engi
neer's h* . ' -
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His hand trembled so with fear, pty 
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work the key But hts few jarky 
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maa.“ to sat*; “wa 
e* wwa. aa* I 
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•flaira “ huamg nature Itore *«s ahottot »s-
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1* noon train had been in at the
stttiM ten minutes. Jotfiam Hale Ito drive ,hc lever in securely, or | for a stroll alone V 
bad tacked the uncoupled engine whether the engine had started to it. occurred to him that he might
dew-opposite his house below the |roM on the ?rad<‘ and had jarred the to report, and lie hastened to hi* I <«*. ran to his engine swung into

atatfon He owned a tract of land I throttle open, Asa's sudden, frantic instrument. The sounder had been 'hr cab. threw down the reverse let
- tall a mile down the line, and his big conjecture could not determine quiet for a little while, but now, er and started hi* drivers throwing
tarn was close beside the track. | But h,‘ full>‘ realized that it was a just as he was about to call Lovell, sparks as they whirled lor a dutch 
lorning noon and night the trwin ar-1case where hasU' had made waste that point called Baxter once more} He glanced at the chronometer 
rangement exactly suited his chore old HoKS was travelling off leisurely, with impatient racket Failing to j now The fir* tram must be dose on
time and was already rolling out upon the get a response, the Lovell operator him 1 HT» swaying, drooping irait of
| Half an hour before leaving time in |tre8tle and ,akillK 1he l(,ng curve by | called South Baxter It was a , su-1 smoke obscured tto vista down tto

the river!

ikoner,” -----
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uThetrack, but to knew that just beyond 
“Hold track clear for fire special 1 tto veil tto pursuing engine »•„* i

j quivering at tto toed of it* train 
He screamed a shrill whistle for i

lion message■ the morning he was in the habit ofiRAY CO. Now the topography of the land tit* Hbort Uihiing his pails of swill into the
au,d running his locomotive down J below Baxter is rather peculiar On j Left her 1 23

minor branch roads contractors build toThe South Baxter agent gasped ,the barn. Noon and night he did
p- same. The neighbors used to I arou,*d hiUs and dodge ravines. Just I then lie grabbed Ms sender-key and I the ernasing at South Baxter When \ 
■Kile and say that pretty soon “Old bp,ow the v'Bage lhe 1. ft B track rattled this nexsage he roared pent tto ateHmi be fteng a |
■Ito” Hale would be using the en-1is especially sinuous It comfortably ‘ “Special engine just left Lovell geeiufe of greeting tii tto agent, who

to pull his mowing machine and j f°r'ows the r,ver- which sweeps “Hold al South Baxter, c Im-ked **«■* kl* cap and danced in delight |
to* te harrow. around a great lull and curves back I Lovell, very naturally not dreaming j -m the platform

, 8 on this day the engineer was | toward the village like' the' tail of that a special could have been unie- As (Md Hons wrenched around H,r >. 
hoisting two pails of steaming Ithe le,lrt s ported as leaving tto Baxter termm- curve, Aa*. through tto Biredded j

„.r into the cab. All at once The distance around the hill to | al, a special that had not a» yet oft- j smoke, perceived tto fire *p« f»l i*« j
xeclamor of voices from up in j ■t'ou'h Baxter is five miles by the | cially acknowledged receipt of orders down tto tangent By lhe white jet* j

Tlu'ii dong ! dong ! the railroad. Across lots, and along one to start. j puffing again*! tto pall «I it* srooto, j
totkeft* bell boomed out It was those old New Kn*laad highways of “Has already pasyed.” elk-tod I ke knew that it wa» hooting at 61* j
toftowed,,cling! clang! cling! by the 'be forefathers that went straight South’ Baxter, with a tremble in tto fleeing engine ta hoar* »od fietee 
•*11 oh the Congregational churep, ahead regardless of hill or valley, it j sending hand Beta-ee# Houtit Bax- ppoteat at ite pr»arnc* on tto right

“Wre, boys !” shouted the chief is less H110 two miles ter and Lovell there waa only MS. of way
Tfiffineer, running to the house for his Asa- standing there by the track stations, without agente or iqktru- l H«aa gathered Uetaelf In
rebher coat. As he came out he|w/\lhe empty patls in his hand, j meats. j renewed,««art, and thundered on
tried: to Asa, “Look out for OM I quickly and desperately It “That's what comes of dipping ,u j peratety along (to wtataky five n»t!f«
Host!" “Old Hoss” was the famti^üîto u stages» to pursue Old lloss down where you don’t belong said I to j between Houtb Waaler and tto '*«
•ante for the locomotive. pto track. Probably the station South Baxter man, drawing a quit -1 minai. I to «tgn-poa'd **> 'to

Behind his father ran Seth, button- I aKent *' South Baxter was then at ] ering finger across his perspiring r9* ”* kto trestle wares* "Slow* 
leg his Are coat. “Lock up iny tick- dlnnerl otherwise Asa could have I bjjow. “It'S going to be tto wrrat Wat AM ruato* tto eegtee eftteM tto 
e'-box, Ase !” he yelled hack. called him on the wire an* asked smash-up ever was on this roe* *“ j groan tag structure, aa* drote UP 'to

That Ira, of the fire committee, *1'm *° shunt tto engine lie moaned. ” And ttote'e nothing to I titok in tto far* limit to tto i«u*d
bottel tot of the station and came With0 a great thrill, of fear Asa do but just tit tore and let thing* toutae **M* Ttota to t-vetee* aa*

down the long platform. j tor? a bridle from its peg m the j go Reckon I’d totter go climb » j pulled OMHom to a »ti>p that jstred 
Tend the office while I’m gone, I barn, . fiercely pulled an astonished j 'ree and then pull the tree ùp •**« la every fiber

** Snsped, as he ran past, horse from his dinner, and the next I Again tto sountot began to rflltle j Jerking oat "**J“U^**^ »aa,^ to
"-pour eat oto-ler-mewagM-” I Wisuat was clattering down ttoJlt snappt* bitter tepruaib at tto 1 tow to tto »w>Uta-po«t, aad two

A« was quite accustomed to be I dusty road, pounding with fists and South Baxter agent a* tto only -k- j miaetw had hi* satetf tffi Tto
'«.er in the station. He took heels, and shouting info the Ingffik | tint in reach at the time He broke l»hü- He *too* thw. still wrto "»»

* at ‘to gages in the engine. I cued animal s flattened ears I '» and sought partially to justify hisjtood «a the switeh-ievw^wtoa «•
tertoh* fresh fuel on the quivering Already from tto country to the action. train rmptee* P—L .Mto «Nfwwfr
|SP WaJs, slowed down the pump south the farmers were hurrying up The «ran at the LoveU eed was itojkig it* W* . **.

wii * taeathed its "oo-o-o wougb ” I toward Baxter, summoned by tto 1 l»cal agent He intorroed tto South j **•*•■*■** mttmm an* mm-
**ta**lj-ax a tired man asleep, and signal amoke of the conflagration I Baxter man that not only was the I trucks

up to the station. Rattling wagons were kicking cloud* division superintendent «* tto fire
, looks rather savage,” I °f dust behind, and under tbq jzifung j train, but the geaeeal manager

■ A great dun column had I cover of it men and boys were run- j 'to system aa well In fact. It waa
2?**a‘Sht up, pushing a mighty, nmg and puffing owing to the general maaagefprw- J**»»»
ZT*^ar>cd yellow and black Yelling as he galloped, Asa aat- ta** thtat tto difficulty <rt tto i 5!T**L - t" ... "

J** knt,b had begun to Mblos-1 rowly missed riding down dozeaa otl^ ***** arranged 1
rollmg, puffy, ominous these dust-hidden pailesina..n Vstim- 1 The Lovell ,4perat<« explained that «*# 4M
that tumbled high above -shed farmers jerked their horse, to U* manager’* special bad comesloug 1 totoF"»

one .tide as he thundered past on tto mam line a hit* before stojaa* Mt til) tweaty tnteute. ego

When to galloped down tto hill to- «hen he learned of tto fire an* tto 1rs grumtee. mpiaiii 
. --viewing around the corner I ward the white crossing-poet at I delay, he ordered hi* engine to ttato *' .... , i
te* station ‘n his Concord wagoa. South Baxter his hand* were rlatcto the flee train Naturally, to wpto j «flNta WW

out before the borne had inK tto mane and hi* heels were top I- .^ -a.t #l.i i
l»«d and thrust a telegram ] hooked against tto animal's steam AH a^ once tto fierce “rimtk of I . . nappea— . i

in* flanto-rrto horse was fafriy run- this long-range colloquy »» inter-1 ” \
Ast!" he shouted “Send it ! nmg Üay jrupted by a “hreak-m The te.* »"* «m « « *** “
to lightning will take M ! ! Tifto and time again was Asa near- white-face* then who were «tiling fMk toM uytta*

, vpokea for. I gaese." iy d^lodged. for he was ndiag bare- «Wms mslea apart liutetata* , *'»* «OMtoTiH «way fro*
cltakety-clacked tto Lovell beck without stirrups But to gath-1 drooping jaw* to the nervosa-daek » pJ*»to 

nw^1'J* "*d aloud | ere* all his strength, and when tto '***' As tto staccato *tU* W to* I «tow* W, tetoa Ml Wto
sr k. lre apartment, Lovell, horse* hoofs struck the trussm* !f>ut ,t# >»P>rmatun>. f'stb mss I a^/ gatti ,. »*i j

min* up. Caa you send plsnks he drained the ^iiortin* brail ibis T*b*ir and *hiK»teti j t w ]
* ***** ’ O Bum, Select- back on hi* haunches K>y ! ** ** LTm.

jjHrnmt'x ,., rte looked up and down tto Itee.T AM this was wtot hto happMed j^»  ̂ ^ Ute

Site.,,, corroborated tto The curve about shut off tto view ! All the way down tto taageat be- j «were g wa tuvwttaate
■ As tto » Hui,tle it !” except for a short hatf-çircle. Below iloW South Baxter Aaa had ***** I t*lkii»a we’ve n*

the select^***8* weot rattling'away was a two-mile tangent. Old Ho** j stokihg an* sttadylfig bis ***** A* | ^ .. -.-.x w. Wa ota tita
• hi tto ^” *2l eiplau>ed- "U enught wna not ,n sight There was not I the Jott*»* taMtato ««H aroaM .. **
I te*r- and itoy-«,J,7tl”r'b0"d ' ‘ ^ °‘ smoke',lown ** W ÏTS £ T** to toM bta story bnr.tadly,

!N^ The yeL f:?m .Vos. mZÏ « ^ÎS t^LÎtotatet Mrs liston»* wH* Mtogfa* wr.th and
... s'ease «in tto leather- She nasn’t passed !” was tto jThe «Bowing wind swept to»*”  :Xi.. rmteirtc »#<. the «honte

««to* up like powder sudden, wild, thrilling flash of I his sUeannng face. His teouM» *«»""'tT 0*toWta HWW

the Main street Mocks thought that steadied Asa’s swim- | were clearing
* *Ua*A tod dote of fire ming head Then to galloped beside 1 But suddenly to thought of tto
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