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a lot of money and labor to keep a mine in condition 
for operation even when not producing an ounce of 
metal. Gold should be recovered as soon as possible 
after it is discovered. Gold deposits are of little value 
to the country so long as they stand unworked. Where 
labor and capital have brought a mine to the producing 
stage it is in the general interest that production 
should continue steadily at capacity until the deposit 
is worked out.

If it is admitted that a large gold reserve in Canada 
is worth striving for, it should not be impossible to 
extend assistance to gold mining companies by paying 
a bonus on gold produced during the war. That gold 
is necessary during the war has been pointed out by 
competent authorities; but the necessity seems to be 
that the allies, and not Canada particularly, need it. 
The encouragement of gold production during the war 
for war purposes should therefore come from inter
national action, Canada falling in line with the larger 
producing countries. Our governments have to con
sider also what should be done to utilize Canadian re
sources to maintain Canada’s credit after the war. This 
is also a matter which cannot be postponed until after 
the war, for if gold is wanted then much of it must be 
mined now.

While a bonus system would be necessary in order 
to permit the profitable working of some of our gold 
mines, it is probable that a fairly large production 
could be profitably made without a bonus if the labor 
supply were improved. At present the efficiency of 
the workers is very low and to this cause the managers 
of the chief producers attribute largely their inability 
to operate satisfactorily. Given the choice of a bonus 
or a force of efficient miners, few managers would hesi
tate to take the latter.

governments in this matter must have pleased the Ger
mans. We have, however, always had confidence that 
the leaders in the American metal industry would make 
short work of the enemy interests when the time came 
and we now look for more revelations and eventually 
international action to prevent the Germans from ever 
again gaining control of the trade in metals.
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