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Marketing Our Wheat
Report of Saskatchewan Commissioners shows Need of Handling Crain Cheaper and Lowering Cost of Production Recommend Publicly

Owned Terminals, Free Trade, Lower Interest, and wider instruction in agricultural methods

i in \l ii hum i\ l'S; 11113, .1. 11. I luslnm, 
i'Inis. A. Illuming ami lion, George 
Langley were, appointed commissioners 
'•to examine into ways and means for 
Lettering the position of Saskatchewan 
grain on the European markets.” They 
visited all the principal grain handling 
and dealing centres in Eastern Canada. 
Eastern United States, Créât Britain 
anil Continental Europe, held publie sit 
lings at many points thruout the pro

CHAS. A DUNNING.

vince after their returns- and on .launary 
go, 11)14, transmitted their report to the 
Saskateliewan . Covernmi-lit.

The average' of 3G estimates of the 
eost of producing a bushel of wheat in 
Saskatchewan in 1 !• 1 ” given to the Com 
mission bv farmers is lid vents per bus. 
The eost in Bill, as ascertained by Hie 
Provincial Department of Agriculture, 
was around fill rents per bushel.

Tin........ at'the present time, as as
vertuined by Commissioner Millar, is 
‘‘considerably over fifty cents” on tin- 
farm. with at least five cents more, on 
tin- average, to market it.

After analyzing all the available 
c\ideliec the Commission places Hu­
ms! of producing wheat at about fifty 
live cents per bushel on the larm, thus 
endorsing Mr. Millar's estimate, and 
places the rust of wheat when in a car 
at a country point at lit! cents.

I lata is presented to show that the 
cost of production has increased 12.Li 
per rent, since IIMI'.I, every element en 
trring into that cost land, building 
material, labor, horses, machinery and 
living have increased in price during 
I hat time.

What the Farmer Gets
« >n the other side of the account a 

table showing the average price received 
bv the Saskateliewan farmer for his 
wheat during each of the last live years 
a- iifiirlv as that price can be figured is 
^ivcii. I lie prices are as follows:
1!i(i!i SI I 6 cents per bushel
l!i|0 70 I 0 cents per bushel
)i, || 7 1 I 6 cents per buslu-l
|!llg . . fi!) cents per bushel
|illit .. 00 1 8 cents per bushel

Marketing and Exporting

Section 0 of the report, in dealing 
with this matter, says in part:
“In order to set forth in complete 

tiirin and as clearly as possible the m-r 
i-■ i• s which must be performed by the 

difTeri nt interests in connection with ex 
porting wheat from Saskatchewan to 
Great Britain, a table lias been prepared 
and is here presented setting forth those 
services and the charges that wore 
-vied in 1913 for their performance. 
For the sake of comparison the charges

The Country Elevator Owner
B.ni'.i

Kor receiving, weighing, elevating, cleaning -when pus 
sihle), spouting, insuring against lire, storing for liyst
là days and loading into car ..................................................... $ 17. ill

(l-’or subsequent storage and insurance, if any, qc pel 
bushel per month. No change).

levied for the same 
services in l!)0() are 
also given.

‘1 The “* services 
enumerated are 
those performed in 
couneet ion with I. 
oiiO bus. of No. 3 
Nor. wheat shipped 
thru a country ole 
valor in Saskatche­
wan, hauled to Win 
nipeg, there sum 
pled and graded by 
the Government, 
sold on commission 
I o a n exporter. ha ill 
ed to l-’ort William, 
unloaded, weighed, 
received in store, 
cleaned and insured 
at a terminal eleva 
lor. inspected out 
into a lake steamer 
In-fore the close ol 
navigation, carried 
to a Georgian Bay 
or Lake Erie Burl 
unloaded thru 
t r -i it s f i- r elev ati 
into a railway ea 
hauled to Montreal, J II IIASLAM

unleaded from tin- 
car into a transfer 
e I e v a t or, loaded 
I heiii-e into a s| ea III 
er and curried to 
I ,iv ei pool or I .on 
don. This procedure 
and mute are select 
ed because 'more
g ra i n lias Im-vii lia a

by this proce
t 11 .1 II

ol hvr , and umro has
liVt'll exp. utvil via
tills rout i- 1 ha n In
any « it her < 'aiia-llan
rout v

1 ‘ The clin rges ma v 
In- grouped natural 
I v under I vv o heads;
“I <'harges paid 

direct Iv bv grower 
an.I shipper of eon 
signed grain.

- “ - Glia rges paid 
directly bv pureh.-is 
er of e u n s i g n ed 
grain. Lui i ml i rev I lx 
by grovver and shi|. 
per hcciiiisi- deduct 
ed I rom I lie pi ice 
the grain realized.

7.."ill

HON UKU LA NULLY

''These charges, H will be ri-mi-m 
lieri-d, are those lev ied on wheat export 
ed by one of the din-el and most used 
lollies and with the least delay. More 
wheal is shipped thin without being livid 
for any length of lime al any point in
t rit nsi 1 1 linn is in­hi in store 1for <*x
IcimIviI per iml S ( 'll rout This com 1 i
l ion n ■suit s i n hi g her rha rgrs bring
a s K «'tl ; Itl.l ,801 • tin ■d lor lalxv ami ocra n
c aiiiaoie In til. • i'a II. ami in a lovvo ring ol

The Railway Company
l-’ur h.uilmg from a shipping point in Saskateliewan to Win 

nipeg a distance of from till to l,PSIi miles $00.00 to
$111.110 per 1,000 bus. On an average say .............. .. BIO.00 BIO.00

l-’or hauling from a Georgian Bay port or I'ort <’ollionie to
Montreal ....................................................... ........................ ................ 12. .Ml 111.Ml

(This is a 6c rate but it include* elevator charges at 
either end of the haul; for these services ;11■ lifts 
been deducted).

The Dominion Government
For sampling and inspecting at Winnipeg, 60e per ear. Fm 

weighing at Fort William, 30c per ear. For cargo inspei- 
lion out of l-’ort William, fille per 1,000 bushels-. For cargo
weighing out of Fort William, 30c per 1,000 bushels.

Tho Commission Merchant
1 .HO 1.H0

For selling wheat on Winnipeg Grain Exchange, lc pci Inis
Tho Exporter

10.Ill) 10.00

Not possible to ileti-riiiino exactly, say 
(See chapter on exporting).

10.00 6.00

the price that importer* are willing In 
pay lor our wheal delivered during I In 
hast mont lis of t ho year.

‘'Whether the higher price llillt volllil 
be obtniiieil from importers for Intel 
deli v ei ii-s would inure than offset the 
storage mid intercut and ins..ranee 
i * 11 li rges III,'ll must accuniulale month by 
iniinlh against grain oiu-o.it has been 
delivered al a publie grain slorage, is a 
point that i-annot, in tin- millin' of 
things In- determined. Ho, too, is the 
ipn-sl ion of whether llmince could lie 
oblaini'd lo permil of n larger percent 
age of our wheat being held in public 
slorage i-leviitoiH over winter for sale 
to Europe in llio spring. ”

General Observatlim*
The Terminal Elevator Owner

For receiving, elevating, cleaning, spouting, insurance
against lire and storage for the first Li days ................ 7.fill 7.60

The Bank
Interest and exchange on money supplied to meet draft 

ol shipper on Commission Merchant: Interest on, sa v 
$700 for one month ........................................................................... 3.60 3.80

Exchange on, say $700 ....................................................... ... lift 1.76
Interest on money supplied to exporter to finance the export

ing of the wheat on $1,000 for, say 2 months 10.00 lo.86
Tho Lake Steamship Co.

For carrying wheat from Fort William or I'ort Arthur to
Georgian Bay ports or I'ort Colhorne In on" ‘30.00

'October or November charter).
Tho Transfer Elevator Co.

For elevation from vessel to cars at Georgian Bay or Lake
Erie port and 16 or 30 days free storage of export grain 11.60 li 60

For transfer from railway i-.ir to ocean vessel at .Montreal
and 30 days free storage .......................................................... ;i,oo 11.00

The Ocean Steamship Co.
For carrying wheat from Montreal to Liverpool, London nr

Glasgow ....................................................................................... .. . lo.lio 76.00
(On the basis of November, IHI3. freight rates." May,

-Iune, duly and August rates were higher in 1013)
Marine Insurance

Insurance while on Great Lakes; average figure for first 
and second class boats for Sept. Nov. shipment* of lower
lake ports. 70 per cent, on $800.00 ......................... j 6,t;o i;o

Insurance while on Atlantic (first half of November rati-
from Montreal), 40 per cent, ori $1000 ... too too

Sundry Charges
Insurance against fire while in Eastern transfer elevators, 

transfer-of money from Europe to Canada, fee- connected 
with sundry documents, certificates, etc., say 10.00 10.00

Total *304.60 *340.00

Following a description of the grain 
trade al the principal ports of Great 
Britain and the part played by (Jana 
dian grain in the fratio at each port the 
i ommishioNerM make certain general 
idisi-i v a I ions w hich an- in part as fol 
low s :
”1. There is no ‘host’ wheat. The 

wlieal ol each country has certain char 
acteristics. Australian wheat yields a 
whiter flour Ilian any other and also 
y ivlds more Hour per bushel of wheat 
than any other. Canadian wheat yields 
a Ilnur whose outstanding characteristic 
is strength. The miller needs both 
wheals in obtain the color and strength 
he di-sires coupled with a good percent 
age of flour. If there is more wheat 
characterized by strength than wheal 
cliarni-lcrizcd by white color, then he 
must pay mon- for the wheat that gives 
him hi- color. If the opposite condition 
obtains he must pay for Ins strength. Al 
present there is much less Australian 
wlu-at lor export than Canadian and 
other strong wheats, consequently thru 
out most of the year Australian wheat is 
the highest priced wheat in the world’s 
markets. Australia only produce* from 
76 to 100 million bushels of wheat and 
no other wlu-at shares its characteris­
tic*. Canada produces over 200,000,000 
bushels arid Duluth wheat shares its 
characteristics, as also does ttus«inn and 
Argentine to some extent. This ox 
plains the disparity in price between 
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