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The Co-operative Movement
By Greffe Keen
.. « a— lm

During Ik* last grwreluie «»f*nlMi 
ha* a*4 rwmarhahl* rtn*t m ik* 
Kw«f«a nMnnrt Mum IMf (krr* 
•a* mi «VMipefattro dairy la Unaui 
today Ik*** *r* Ml tkan lew iht jam 
ha**, a# doolri, brard nf their inffw*wc* 
•a Ik* British awkrl H»lail sneirltoe 
•*** ilaal unknown la Denmark pram 
I» lb* right*» of Ik* last rralUT) la 
iMe I krr* ■*** Itoo la fiw*d*m. in Ik* 
Ian yearn rwdtag IWUe. net cto-wp*'
•u*•*!•** af <a*K>w* kinds a*** aimirwl 
Kiel* ad la IMI had un* e»-op*roriro 
eaelety —a «1er* la IW* Ik*** mart 
■ I* *«••**•. see .lain**, tee banking end 
IM la* ntoarrllaarau* purpose» la a 
kill* no** than all yearn lOIS nnrlm 
taw lain rinlrsr* la HmiBsua tk*e* 
a** mar* lk*e IW rrrdil sorHwa. among 
Ik* peasant*, who **** alasoal ewarqwuiwl 
*d With ewh luetitulioe» 1* years ago 
la Haugary dmtributir* ro-npe*alioa 
»ea actually unknown in I MO Today 
I he** are M* than MO torietisn federated 
with Ike " Wholesale " organised ia I MW 
la Swile*Hand, while the omrenseal ia 
its imtiaUoe waa alasoet row temporary 
with that of Ike Rochdale proa****, the 
greet bulk of the » listing societies hare 
been formed denag the last M years. 
No leas than tIM societies were estab­
lished in that, the smallest cwaatry ia 
Europe. between ISM and IM? Cm

rail** sorietise ia Holland run into 
thousands, organised daring Ike last 
fifteen years >

Th* progress uI the moi raient ia (écr­
asa a y has been remarkable, there bring 
no lews than ti,711 societies id various 
kinds ia existence la the agrir-eltural 
section IS.lt? were credit and banking. 
I, Mg raw matrrvsl. S.ggt product i\r 
being mostly dairy, and Ml miscrUaneou. 
la Franc*, Aeelria, Italy, Norway and 
K assis the movement is also wed repre­
sented sad indeed nearly every reentry 
ia I be civilised world, including Japan end 
India, a co-opera lire union having re­
cently been organised la I be tiller 
country

I am afraid that I bare givra you a 
surfed of statistics, bat while I cannot 
expect ia a rapid review lheir portent 
to be folly appreciated, they will gjee

The I ailed Males and Canada base 
been long regarded as lb* Sahara «I the 
mov*meat, the great desert upon which 
it .Is difficult for I he seed of co-operation 
to lake root There la, ko were*, ewe- 
sMmhlg activity « bath akdea of Ike liar 
A lew weeks ago a convention was held 
at Minneapolis of lending agricultural 
sut bant sen. usHoding I hr sssistsnt-secre­
tary of agriculture from Weshiagtoe, 
to debar tree ro-operation which H did 
oa the bare I bars mentioned la 
Canada consider»hi* progress is knag 
mnd* ia distribatma. tk* Canadian sans 
baring thirteen societies ia a Aim turn 
aad a aumber of others ia proreas of or-
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Ask m# hay gn«H«w«i« ebewl 
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—«»♦ idea id Ike eileet to ohsrk Ike 
.O Operative faith m oar tonal ndatiwa. 
« s. copied thrvsegkoet Iks woHd. sad that 
• bile m*a may differ ia temperament 
because of their runal ungm. national 
m. true meal or religious opnwoo* they tea

Tl* ia Iks moral virtue aad euciel rale* 
this greet «aleraalioeal ca opsraiivv 
moronmat. which would substitute bar 

many, economy end justice far Ike per 
.tiling industriel unrest, economic waste 
sad class privileges, prejudices aad hatred

hereto* lu Ike buerd of I be society, 
•kick *4 au doubt meet m Toronto 
wr some other central place, aad that Ik* 
MStaf meeting should be betd ia nstlsgal 
•worts, rack Irrtlnaal director swbmiltiag
lb* pukry aad prupuaals of his hoard
... it- I__ Li-------1 . s* _____ .._______-------------------- -------- i of *11 Ike mrtlaas ta
hWtTJTtéUMNl hy |JmmP 1 effldd JkTW vogâwg Wh
tks sulkorMy <d the armlwn ia gwqsrol

Om
Reverting to egriraher* generally I 

way say that while daring tbs last ball 
reelerj am bsffioa iloffars bave been 
••rod to British co-sipeeate*e by their 
sasorsated efforts ia Ik* parriias* of 
mere ha asks* and ia on* city atone -that
of Edinburgh..the saving* so effected
have le the last M years reached Ike 
rvtraofdiaary total of NI.ri.HI, their 
apport aaétton, by tks notate el Iks la­
des* rise ia a kick they are engaged, are 
more circumscribed lban these of Iks 
fermieg community of this reentry

< s ape ratio» u boned to ask* headway 
on this continent It ia Ike only poesibi* 
alteraativ* to trusts, aad with intcliigeol 
activity on the part of oar people will 
eventually b* found to be a eobetitel*. 
gradually taking the place of capitalistic 
riploiUtHin. ia the same maaecr as local 
prohibit son see am to b* gradually replacing 
• be licensed system A democracy will 
wot permanently tolerate lbe ever-growing 
tendency of trust* to dominate trade and 

„ commerce ia tb* interests of the few.

Ce aprrallre Hale af Haney

Every form of genuine co-operative 
effort is looked upon with fsvor by the 
movement In y oar owe rase H would 
lake the form uf Ike co-op*rslive sale 
of your produce and the purchase of your 
supplies. The latter f rater* will, I 

•should imagine, although I bore an per­
sonal ripen*ace, be retetivrly onimpeirt- 
snt

You will bava gathered from my re­
marks that ia my judgment, the only 
genuine m-opcrelive method would be 
for each producer to sell bis crop to Ike 
society at the market price, to accept a, 
flat rate of soy I per rent, or • per cent 
on bit capital and for the net profits of 
sale to br divided among the members in 
proportion to the relue of the product 
rack contributes to the society. Such a 
society ought to br of great value to pro­
ducer and consumer alikr in eliminating 
unnecessary repenses in distribution and 
in maintaining a standard of quality, a 
most essential feature in all food products.

I know nothing of the honey industry 
so am not qualified to give technical 
advice, but, looking at the subject in a 
common sense light, I would suggest 
that a capable business man, with the 
necessary tact to work in harmony with 
tbr members and also possessing the 
technical experience of the business to 
rfflrirnlly manage tbr institution and 
sell the produce, should be appointed. 
Member* should each have one vote only 
and it should be given in person. Care 
is needed that the members, through the 
directors, control the policy and supervise 
the business, and to that end directors 
should be appointed with the necessary 
co-operative spirit and possessed of good 
common sense Short of this qualifi­
cation it will mean that while your 
society will in form br co-operative, it 
will in management really be proprietary, 
and in course of time you would find, 
as is frequently the rase on this continent, 
the business gravitating into the individual 
ownership of the manager and the condi­
tions you arc seeking to avoid will be 
restored. One of the difficult1®* I antici­
pate, you will hsvc to meet with will be 
the exercising of a Hose oversight in the 
conduct of the business, your directors 
and members being drawn from such a 
large area in this province. Unless a 
considerable section <d the members 
take an intriligrnt interest in the affairs 
of the society, il will soon cease to be one in 
fact. To overcome this difficulty I would 
suggest that county sections should be 
formed, if they are not already in existence, 
and that each county or a combination

In tks case of Iks farmers of Canada, 
•key finance, by personal or haw—■ 
capital, their ewe labor aad market Ma 
produce to that they raa effect by to- 
operative effort great savings both "cons- 
tag aad going , that Is te say ia tb* 
prod action sad sal* of tk* com modi t>*s 
• key have to market as well aa ia tk* 
pure h*», of tk* msrrkaadia* tkey knee te

&otwRkgtaading Ike raorawes success 
of Britlsk Co-operation it will br seen from 
the figures that I knew given tket but a 
very small percentage of my fellow 
co-operators ia tks old lead benefit by Ike 
M nfxcwtlvx employment of their labor.

la every agricultural trading centre ia 
Canada might be grad anil y evolved a 
<v.-operative institution which would not 
only organise the farmers' deemed • for 
mrrchsadtai and eliminate tks midii* 
man's profit therefrom, but M might at 
tk* sa am time oeesnise Ike sale of his 
produce also by placing it ia the heads 

• consumer direct, through Ip* own 
distributive societisa, developing along 
parallel lines ia Canadian lawns and cities, 
aad with th* great British co-opera I ire 
consuming population.

.Serial Advantage
Such aa iaetMatioe would do ' more 

'lid replace saapidoa of sack other's 
motives by fraternal confidence in each 
other's integrity and good intestines It 
would, as in Britain and other coontrisa, 
provide opportunities for social inter­
course, recreation and education, and do aa 
it has done for British co-operator* in a 
remarkable extent, giro the farmers of 
the country better opportunities for ac­
quiring personal experience in the trans­
action of business end tbr treatment of 
public queutions, thereby providing for 
the service of the state a body nf men 
truly democratic ia their habits of mind, 
fraternal to their social ambitions and 
istHIcctually equipped for the develop­
ment by oure. good and pnqprasive 
methods of government, of this gréât 
Dominion of Canada so fraught with 
opportunities for tbr advantage and 
happiness of mankind.

BUM ELY'S BUT OUT AMERICAN 
ABELL PLAltT

Toronto, Jse. fl.—Ed. A. Homely, rep­
resenting the Kumelr concern, of La 
t’orta, lad., has concluded negotiations 
for the purchase of the stock In the 
American Abell Engine and Thresher 
company, of Toronto The company hr 
represents has recently bought out the 
Advance Company, of Buttle Creek, 
Mich., and among its assets was a half 
share in the Amerleaa-Abell company, of 
Toronto.

" We hope to double the output of 
the plant here," said Mr. Kumely. 
"After a while we shall either extend 
the plant or open up another in Canada 
for the manufacture of tractora, which 
are replacing horses la Western Canada.

" We have a great marhet for oor 
meehinea ia Western Canada, and one 
reason why we are locating bare ie 
that we paid 6300,000 doty on tractora, 
threshers and other machines sent Into 
Canada from oor La Porte headquarters 
last year.

•1 We are letting go of our market in 
Argentina and Kusaia to devote more 
attention to the great market of the 
Canadian West."

Two and a half million dollars Is the 
value placed oa the Toronto plant.
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