of God, for your patience
persecutions and tribulations
Must not, on the other handy
led me to God hold a
memory and my loved A

the present world, must'it not be stifl more so |

in the heavenly world, where couls will be able
to estimate with greater justice the importance
of that crisis in their history, when they begsn
to lead a life of godliness ? Surely if any re-
cognitions are there to teke place of those who
are here bound by the natural ties of relation-
ship, spiritual relatives too will recognize each
other, snd-joy injesch other. To the spiritual
father bis convepls will be a glory and a joy.
To the sanvert the migister who led him to Christ
will reqaire a new Lonor, and gain a new titls to
respect. If no other eye separate him from the
host of the shining ones in heaven, the convert’s
eye witkfasten on him es Christ’s messenger to
his soulin his sins, as the helper that came to
him to lead him back- to God. And if be sball
bave turned many to righteousncss, if as s minie-

= @er of Chbrist he shall bave donme his work not

N

]

for its victim,

only faithfully and lsboriously, but with marked
success, he will shine as a star to multitudes, to
those whom ke has eaved, and to all with whom
they hold converse. Nor will this honor paid
him wear out, until the recollections of sin and
of redemption fade out, antil Christ and his sal-
vation shall lose their value.—Church Union.

@bituary. |

MB. LEANDER BETTS, OF WENTWORTH,

The late LEANDER BETTS, the subject of the
following brief memoir, died during my absence
st the Wesleyan Conference. 1 visited him, for
the last time, as I pasesed through Wentworth,
to Halifax. It was to me both a sad ard glori-
ous interview. It was sad{indeed to see a young
man, in the prime of life, on the verge of the
grave; but truly heart-cheering to be assured
that be had a ** hope full of immortality.”

Nine.or ten years ago, at a camp-meeting,
held on the Wallace Circuit, the Lord was gra-
ciously pleased to deeply convince bim that be
was 8 sinner, and that his sins exposed him to
the wrath of God, and the vergeance of eternal
fire. He now sought the“sa.vation of bis soul,
in the use of the means of _grace ; and before
the close of the services he was enabled, through
Divine ivfluence, to believe in Jesus Christ with
his beart unto righteousness.  The Lord deli-
vered him from his sins, renewed his nature by
the power of the Holy Spirit, and brought him
into the glorious light of the children of God.
The Bpirit now testified with epirit, that he was
accepted of God, He could sey, in the langusge
of the poet,—

“ My God is reconciled,
His pardouing voice I hear,
He owns me for his child,
I can no longer fear;
With conndeace I now draw nigh,
Aund, Father, Abba, Father, cry !"

He continued, from the period of his conver-
sion to the day of kis death, to live in the fear
of God; and smidst temptations and difficulties,
to have a siogle eye to the glory of his Maker,
and his own eternal welfare. One stirring fea-
ture.in his charzcter, to which my attention has
been directed, was his regular attendance on
class-meetings. I{e conscientiously, and from
principle, under all circumstances, when oppor-
tunity cccurred, attended these excellent and
useful means of religious improvement. Well
would it be for the members of the Wesleyan
Church to imitate him in this:particular. -Many
on a death bed, deeply regret their neglect of
these prudentisl, and to the Wesleyans, essen-
tial means of grace.

More than & yeor 2go it was manifest, that
the fell destroyer consumption had marked him
The disease continued to pro-
gress, slowly, though surely, until with accumu-
lating speed, it carried him ‘to the house
appointed for all living.” The cheeks which
once indicated health and beauty, became
pale and wan; the eyes which glowed with
brightness and sparkled with energy, became in-
active ; the countenance which once presented
peace and happinees, now exhibited pain snd
uneasiness ; and the limbs which once were
strong and active, became feeble and incapable
of much exertion, The manly form had gradu-
ally wasted ; and finally death liberated his bap-
Py spirit from its clay tenement, and enabled
the immortal inbabitant to soar to mansions in
the heavenly worid! ’

During the closing period of his earthly ex-
istence, be gave unmistakeable evidence that he
fally possessed the religion of Jesus. His soul
was filled, unutterably full, of glory and of God.
He desired ** to depart, and to be'with Christ,”
which was to him “ far better ;" for he knew that
“ to be absent from the body, is to be present
with the Lord.” Ia this happy state of mind he
remained, unti! his ransomed spirit entered into
that rest prepared for the people of God!
¢ Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord.”

** Happy soul, thy days are ended,
All thy mourning days below ;
Go, by angel guards attended,
To the sight of Jesus go !

Waiting to receive thy spirit,
Lo ! the Saviour stands above ;
Shews the purchase of his merit,
Reacbes out the crown of love.”
G. JOHNSON.

Wallace.

MR, THOMAS BENTLY, MARGATE, P, E. L

Died at Margate, P. E. I, on the 5th of July,
Mr. Thomas Bently, aged 73 years. Deceased
was a native of Yorkshire, England, from which
place he em’grated to this country some fifty years
ago. Having in early life given his heart to
God, he always manifested a becoming desire
for the spiritual welfare of thote around him,
This desire led him as soon as he had a house to
open it for the preaching of the gospel, for in
those days there was no chapel, and very occas-
ional was the visit of the minister to this locality.
But Uy the blessing of God, Bro. Bently lived to
see not only a neat and commodious chapel
within a few rods of h's dwelling, but to enjoy
the regular preaching of the word every Sab-
bath. To bripg ebout these results he did what
he cou'd.

He was quiet and unassuming in manner, not
much elated by prosperity or depresséd by ad-
versity, but amid the various fluctuations of
life went on his way toward heaven rejoicing.
When the Spirit of God was poured oat on the
congregation of which he was a member his heart
rejoiced as he went with the multitude to keep
ho'y day. But when the love of many waxed
cold and the services of the Lord’s house were
more thioly atiended he was still found in his
place.

He enjoyed almost uninterrupted health until
last autumn, when a very painful affection of
one of his fingers deprived him of rest for a long
time, m_wd ll;un' doubtless impaired his constitu-
e b et Loy aag e ooy

‘ th, and as far as h¢ was
able attended to his usual emp)
death came very sudden] l[noym.enu, But
Mot e -~ uxdy ' Returning #o’ his
day, he drank ir:- y 1:“‘- oo
00 much for Lis i:- :'blo-dc;)ld v Ihe’ g
a few hours he w X 'L ":‘hb' "0 W, S i
) as in the spirit world. « He
ceased at once to work d live”
At et ‘ urk and hve” We need
imre much in reference to the closing

i .} @inay add that be rea-
jour il th conflict, and died supported by
dpe full 8( a glorious immortality.
- | z W.W.C

MR; HENRY MENRITCY, OF MUSQUODOBOIT
\ HARBOUR. %

At Musquodoboit Harbor, on the 20th of July,
Henry Henritcy calmly fell asleep in Jesus.
Brother Henritcy was converted under the
winistry of Rev. Mr. Orth, (Lutheran) of
Lunenburg, and having witnessed for Christ
more than half a century, he died as be lived,
trusting in the blood of the covenant. Fora
contiderable portion of his christian life be held
the office of prayer and class leader, for which
he was well qualified. His christian graces
mellowed with his advancing years, and the
sternness which characterized him amid the
psessure of cares in earlier life, gave place to a
serenity and love which was truly angelic
during his last illness. His disease was
sudden and unexpected, but the friends of
Jesus will rejoice to know that the Messenger
found him with his lamp trimmed for the “ dark
valley and shadow of death.” Only a few days
previous to his death—while in ordinary health
—he spoke of the last crisis with the utmost
complacency, and “ gave commandment con-
cerning his bones.” We lay this one tribute of
grateful recollection upon bis slumbering ashes.
— He always wept for joywhen he heard of Zion's
prosperity. He leit a large circle of relatives to
mourn him, among whom are a wife, 10 children,
84 grand-children, and 13 great grand-children.

May Heaven gatherjevery one. We affection-
ately commend the heart-stricken widow to

God and to the word of his grace. L.G.

Middle Musquodoboit, Aug. 9, 1867,

Probincial Teleslepun,
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WEDNESDAY, AUGUST 14, 1867.

We have now fairly entered upopn another
We have begun to make its.
history. We have commenced the work which
will bave to be looked back upon with feelings
of pleasure or regret at the Conference of 1868,
Oo

Methodistic year.

What shall be the character of the year P
what does it depend ? Does it not rest virtu-
ally with the Church to decide whether it shall
be marked by prosperity or by comparative
failure ?

Making all allowances, and adopting all avail-
able excuses, a decrease of 400 in our member-
ship is pretty conclusive proof that we bave not

as & Church done our duty. Our expressions of

regret are worthless and unavailing, unless we
resolve that by God’s blessing, we will not have
such a report next year. What can we do to
prevent it ?

If twenty christian men and women were to
be, for one week, so impressed with the danger
of their unconverted friends, and so constrained
by the love of Christ, as to use every means
in their power to lead them to give their heerts
to God, and their bands to his people, is it at
all extravagant to expect that at least one con-
version would be the result of theirloving ef-
forts and esrnest prayers ? Surely not. In a
membership - of 15,000, there asre 750 such
bands, which would give an increase of 750, on
a very moderate computation of one week of
whole hearted effort in the cause of Christ. This
leaves out of sight the vast effect which the
preaching of God’s word would have, when
seconded by so much private pleading with God
and men ; and the fact that when His people so
devote themselves to His best-loved work, the
Saviour is wont to send such ** showers of bles-
sing ” as exceed their highest expectations.

Let each ask himself, * What sam I doing to
promote the cause of Christ P Have I, during the
past twelve months, led one icquirer to the class-
meeting, one forgetful neighbour to the house
of God, one child to the Sabbath Sohool'?” God
has some work for each of us in His vineyard.
The great Master has as much claim upon you
as upon any. Those who are labouring in the
different departments of Christian toil would be
as much justified in leaving the work as you
are in standing aloof from it. You forget too,
that the working Christian is the happy Chris-
tian, and that to do good is one of the best
means of grace. Make haste and do something
for your Saviour snd your fellow men, for the
night cometh when no man can work. You'll
feel better and be better ; you’'ll be blessed
and & blessing. * He that watereth shall be
watered also himself.”

Individual effort is the way to general pros-
perity. Let Christ bave our hearty service, and
we shall have His blessing, and with it, pros-
perity.

Thy people saved below,

From every sinful stain,
Shall mulgply and grow,
If thy command ordain ;

And one into a thousand rise,
And spread Thy praise through earth and skies.

Ministerial Education.
From an. Address delivered before the Concord
Biblical Institute.
BY W.F. WARREN, D.D,

When we come to talk about Ministerial Edu-
cation, it makes all the difference in the world
which sense you attach to the word minister. If
by that word you understand simply and eolely
an Evangelist, one may discourse to you till
doomsdey about the desirableness and necessity
of Ministerial Education, and still you will not
see it. And with such a conception of the minis-
terial cffice, you are perfectly right.

In this discourse, however, I understand by
the Christian mini:ter, not the Evangelist, but
the Pastor. By the term Minieterial Education 1
mean Pastoral Education, the education which a
New Eogland Methodist Pastor needs to qualify
him forthe largest usefulnees. What is this edu-
cation? How shall it bo secured P To these
two weighty questions I would invite your patient
attention.

1. First, then, what is that education requisite
to qualify our New England Pastors for the
greatest possible usefulness.

Instead of attempting to ahswer our question
abstractly by en enumeration of all the things a
Methodist minister ought to know, I shall adopt
the simpler, and indeed only practicable method
of answering it with respect to the social state
in which our New England Pastors sre called
to labor. 8o doing I weuld say that in order to
secure the highest efficiency, our New England
Methodist Pastors require a general education
superior to that of the general community, and
a professional education equitl to that of their
professional compeers of other denominations.

Neither part of this assertion seems to me to
need, or indeed to admit of, serious argument.
Glance a moment at the first. Who, that knows
anything about the mafter, is disposed to deny
that tue pasior of a New Englend flock needs a
genera! education, suporior to that of his people P
Who does not grant, that with ;! he will be more
useful then without it ?  Who does mot krow
that to be useful a minister must command the
respect of the community, and that to command
the respect of the community he must stand
sbove it. The exhortations of an unlicensed

the Schoo! Gommittes, on'the platform of the
Publis Convention, and his exhortations will
only excite ridicule snd disgust. In thess posi-
tions every Christian congregation wants 8 man
of whom it need not be ashamed ; 8 man who
can teach men; s man to be looked up to.—
They are right in this demand. The public
teachers of religion ought to be superior men.
They ought to lead and mould the thinking of
their generation. And never was the duty more
argent or more difficult than at this very bour.
Questions which in former times were only timid-
ly brosched in Latin in the secret seasions of the
learned, are now openly debated at the fireside,
in the smoking car, st the tabled’hote. New dis-
coveries in the sciences, and new triomphs in the
arts, are constantly exciting the public mund, and
making it impatient of all that is old. Infidelity
is endeavoring, with desperate earnestness, to
subsidise these new-born sciences, and to divorce
the arts from the service of religion. In this
land, in addition to all these questions, we have
just now upon our hands & rediscussion and re-
settlement of some of the profoundest social
problems that bave ever claimed the attention
of philosophers. The publie mind is more or
less unsettled with respect to scores of social,
ethical and religious questions. Who shall be
their guides in so critical s juncture? Bhall
it be the pot-house politician, the weather-
cock editor, the philosophic novelist, the infidel
lecturer, or shall it be the divinely appointed
and publicly recognised custodisns of religion
and morale P It will not be these latter, cannot
be,unless they qualify themselves for such leader-
ship. In the grand discussions now pending
and impending, the people will look to those
better educated than themeelves and take from
them their opinions. If they have confidence in
their pastcr’s scientific acquisitions, and in bis
mastery of the problems debated, they will be-
lieve in the harmony of Science and Revelation,
in the Compatability of Social Progress snd
Evangelical Religion. If on the contrary they
have reason to believe that their religious teacher
is unacquainted with the science of the day, un-
familiar with the bearings of science upon the
interpretation of the Bible, unskilled in the pro-
blems of Christian Sociology, they will turn to
other professed teachers and ridicuie bis well-
meant warnings agsinst * false philosopby ” and
« godless science.” They will driok in without
stint the unchristian and anti-christian sentiment
which saturates so large a portion of our popu-
lar litersture, they will hang upon the lips of
every straggling ranter, who in the name of sci-
ence goes abodt to ridicule Christianity ; they
will study Divinity. Etbics, the law of the Fa-
mily, Socisl Reform, not 1n their Bibles, but the
drivelings of a hireling Press. Some will stand
fast and be true to Christisnity from principle,
but if we desire our young people, our more in-
telligent and icfluential classes, our communities
as & whole, to retain that general moral and
Christian character which has thus far distin-
guished them, the religious teacher, the pastor
who ministers to them, must have a general edu-
cation superior to theire.

Equally self-evident is the other part of our
assertion, to wit, that in order to the highest
efficiency, our New England Methodist Pastors
require a professional education equal to that of
their professional compeers of other denomina-
tions. - Look at it a moment. Is not success in
any life-calling largely conditioned upon the
character of those with whom one bas to com-
pete? The man who in Iowa ranks as the best
architect in the State might in Boston be unable
to earn bis office rent. What is the difference ?
Is he not the same man? Is not his eye as
accurace and his hand as skillful as before P—
Certainly. The only difference is his work is
now subjected to a comparison which it cannot
sustain. He is now forced to compete with a
taste and skill so superior to his own, that even
his fancied master-pieces are thrown completaly
in the’shade. Just so-in every profession. It
you wish your eon to succeed as a physician,
you try to give him as good an education as
other physic aas enjoy. You do not expect him
to succeed as a lawyer unless he have the same
advantages as other lawyers. So the church
must not expect our pastors to achieve the
same success as others unless she can afford
them the professional training which other pas-
tors enjoy. ‘

1 sometimes fear that our preaching is not,
on the whole, superior to that in other churches,
even in the very qualities for which our fathers
were distinguished, pungency, force, and hal-
lowed unction. The most powertul awakening
sermon I have heard since my return to this
country last July, was from the lips of a regu-
larly educated New England clergyman, of a
different faith from ours. I have heard all

ward; heard them in halls, churches, and the
green grove; heard them in Boston, Philadel-
phia and Chicago ; heard them on ordinary and
on very extraordinary occasions; and what I
have said ‘Is my deliberate verdict. It may be
humiliating to confess it; it may seem to some
bad policy and bad taste to mention it, but in
my opinion facts are facts, and of all bad policies
there is none so bad as self-deception, and of all
things in bad taste there is none so entirely so
as unfounded pride and vain glory. Consider-
ing our history, such a fact is not disgraceful ;
considering our future it is full of solemn signi-
ficance.

The simple fact is, the New England Metho-
dist preacher of to-day must take his place and
chances with others of his profession.  He is
but a men like other men. He may be divinely
called to the Christian ministry, but so are hun-
dreds of his brethren around him. He may
enjoy and “preach a full, free and preseat
salvation, but in this he does no more than
many others. The road from his closst to hea-
ven is not a whit shorter than it is from the
closet of his clerical neighbor. He can secure
no mightier operations of the Spirit to accom-
pany his ministrations than can his brethren.
He has no exclusive arrangement with the Holy
Ghost to inspire him alone with mighty extem-
pore sermons. He cannot pull up stakes at
will and in a fit of holy zeal go flaming across
the country, uprousing a dead people with the
clarion of the fathers. O no! be has the work
of a Christian pastor to do, and he finds it sin-
gularly like that of his clerical neighbors around
him. He has to prepare and preach just as
many new and ingtructive sermons as they, he
has to win his influence in the community by the
same laborious means as they, he must share
the same responsibilities, do the same work, be
measured by the same standard. Such being
the case, he cannot expect the average success
of the proiession without the average culture of
the pnhf;-ioa. In other words, to succeed as
well as his compeers, he must have a preparati
equal to tbeil-l.p°° on
When then it is asked, what is the education
needed by our New England Methodist pastors
in order to Insure their highest possible efficiency,
I tenly, a general education superior to the
general public, and a proféssional education
equal, at least, to that of their professional com-
peers in other denominations. In the present

classes of our preachers, from the Bishops down- ing

Observe, I do not

other churches.
clergy of amount of

say that this or any o;:’r. specific
schooling should be an pansab
requi-’(e‘ in order to admission to the ministerial
office, nor yet that a man may not be pre-
‘eminently successful in the ministry without
baving enjoyed any of these advantages. What
1 do say, however, is this, that the above un(fn'nt
of general and professional culture is requisite
in order to secure the highest, broadest and most
permanent usefulness.—Zion’s Herald.

Constitution of the British Ame-
rican Book and Tract Society.
ORGANIZED IN HALIFAX, AUGUST 2xD, 1867.

Article L. This Society shall be denominated
the * British American Book and Tract Soci-
ety ;" the object of which shall be to diffase s
knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ as the Re-
deemer of sinners, and to promote the interests
of vital godliness and sound morality by the cir-

tians.

time shall be a life member.

be chosen.

the business of the Society.

quorum for the transaction of business. Al
vacancies shall be filled as the By-Laws direct.

of the same ecclesiastical connection, and no

member of that committee shall object.
VL Auy Tract Society formed on the princi-

donation to its treasury shall be considered an

officed members of this Society.

VIL A!l meetings of the Society, the Board
of Directors, and the Executive Committee shall
be openad by prayer.

VIIL The President, or in his absence, 8 Vice=
President or other officer, first on the list in the
eity of Halifax, st the request of three Directors
may call special meetings of the Executive Com-
mittee. The Executive Committee shall have
power to call special meetings of the Society.

IX. This Consiitation shall not be altered ex-
cept at an annual meeting of the Society, and by
a vote of a msjority of the members present ; no-
tice of the proposed alieration baving been given
at the previous annual meeting or recommended
by the Executive Committee, and notice of the
proposed alteration posted up in the Depository
one moath previous o the annual meeting, and
inserted in the oall for such meetings.

BOARD OF DIRECTORS.

President—Hon. M. B. Almon.  Vice-Presi-
dents—Rev. P. G. McGregor, Rev. G. M.
Grant, Rev. J. E. Goucher, Rev. G. 8. Milligan.
Treasurer—Geo. H. Starr. Auditors—R. N.
Beckwith, Joseph Bell. Directors—T. A. Brown,
Rev. J. McMurray, J. 8. McLea, A.F. Por-
ter, J. Grierson, Rev. F. Almon, Rev. J. Forest
Rev. R. Murray, Dr. McN. Parker, T. F. Knight,
Geo. Robins, H. N. Paint, A. K. Doull, D.
Blackwood, P. Thompeon, D. H. Starr, P.
Lynch, W. Roche, jr., W. Montgomery, W. B.
McNutt.

After the organization of the Society the two
following reeolutions were adopted by 2he meet-

Moved by Rev. P. G. McGregor, seconded by
Mr. Joseph Bell, and passed unanimously,

* That this meeting acknowledges gratefully
the Evangelical operations of the American
Tract Society in every part of this Province
during the last four years ; and while we would
record our gratitude for their past generosity,
and would request Mr. Kemp to communicate
our thanks to the Society, we would also respect-
fally request the continued patronsge and coun-
sel of that Bociety.”

Moved by Rev, R. Murray, seconded by Mr.
8. Seldon, and passed unanimously,—

“ That this meeting record their high sense
of the value of Mr. McBean’s services in con-
nection with Missionary Colportage in this Pro-
vinos duriog the past four yeaps.”

Cities of the Bible.
“ NO MEAX CITY,”
BY JENNIE HARRISON.

We are all apt to be somewhat proud of the
place where we were born; especially if that
place be a great city. How often I have heard
boys and girls—yes, and older persons too,—
telling of the wonders and beauties of their
native home, and declaring that there was no
other spot equal to it !

So thought' Paul, I suppose, when the chief
captain of the Jews asked him if he were not an
Egyptian, and he replied,—“ I am a man which
am a Jew of Tarsus, a city in Cilicia, a citizen
of no mean city.

Tarsus was the chief ity of the province of
Cilicia, in Asia Minor, It was situated on the
river Cydnus, about six miles from its mouth;
and was celebrated both for its literature and
commerce. It was in this river Cydnus that
Alexander the Great once bathed when he wag
very' warm, and nearly lost his life by the rash
act.

Ope historian of the fourth century says,
Cilicia is “ ennobled by Tarsus, a splendid city,”
So we see that Paul was not the only one who
spoke admiringly of this city. It is said to have
been built by the king ot Assyria, nine hundred
years before Christ; but there is no certainty in
regard to its foundation. Many Jews bhad
::ad in Tarsus; and in the midst of the hea-
influence of the city, maintained the;
Jo L‘:al'\d customs. Paul, or Baul,d::: ::
distinguished of these Jewish cis;.

of t;%

culation, through colportsge and other means,
of religious books and tracts, cnlcnh‘ud to re-
ceive the spprobation of all evangelical chris-

Il Any person paying onme dollar sooually
into the treasury of this Society sball be a mem-
ber ; any person paying twenty dollars st one

IIL. The Society sball meet snoually on the
first Tuesday of February, when the proceedings
of the foregoing year shall be reported and s
Board, consisting of & President, four Vice-Pre-
sidents, two Auditors and twenty Directors, shall

1IV. The Board of Directors shall appoint &
Depository, Superintendent of Colportage, and
Secretary of the Society ; and shall annually
elect by ballot a Publication, a Distribiting and
a Finance Committee, each consisting of not
less than three nor more than five members, the
members of which three committees, with the
President, Vice-President and Treasurer, shall
constitute an Executive committee to conduct
The Board shall
have power to ensct By-Laws. Thirteen mem-
bers of the Board of Directors preseat at any
meeting regularly conveaed, shall constitute s

V. To promote in the highest degree the ob-
jects of the Society, the cfficers and Directors
shall be elected from different denominations of
Christians, and shall be members in good stand-
ing in their respective churches. The Publica-
tion Committee shall contain no two members

book or tract shall be circulated to which any

ples of this Society and annuslly contributiog 8

suxiliary, and the President and Secretary of
such auxiliary, for the time being, shall be ex-

He soems to take special A ;
that his father’s family retained their Jewish
o in this heatben city where they dwelt;

himself that © after the most

straitest sect of his religion he lived a Pharisee.”
When Cilicia became a Roman province, the
Emperor Augustus made Tarsus a “ free city ;"
that is, it was allowed to choose its ow? rulers,
and to be governed by its own laws. Xe't even
this great privilege did not make the natives of
Tarsus “ free-born ;” it did not give tkem ;Pe
full advan of Roman citizens. This dis-
tinction w:::rchmd by individuals or famil-
jes; or given as the reward of some great ser-
vice done to the state. .
Thus, you remember, the chief captain, "v.ho
was a Roman, said to Paul at Jerusalem,  With
a great sum obtained I this freedom.” And
Paul said, ¥ But [ was free born.” (Acts 22:
28) Saul inberited his honor from hil. father ;
but in what way his father had obtained the
privileges of a Roman citizen we do not kno?v.
He may have bought it, as the chief captain
did ; or it may have been conferred upon him
for some act which pleased the authorities at
Rome. It was a great protection, at the time,
for a person to say, “I am a Roman citizen;”
and this freedom saved Paul more than once
from persecution and perhaps death. )

Does it not seem wonderful that Saul, being
born and living in Tarsus, among heathen, and
where the famous literature was full of falseness
and depravity, should yet have kept in the
straight and strict way of his Jewish forefathers ?
Iostead of learning the marvellous stories of the
Grecian and Roman gods, he read in the ou
Testament the accounts of his own nation,—
God's chosen people—and studied the Law
« given by Moses,” until his outward life seemed
almost without blemish. But ab !—how muc_h
was wanting even then |—something which his
Jewish parents with their strict morals could
not teach him : something which he found when
he was on his way toward Damascus, and
v suddenly there shined round about him a
light from heaven,” and he saw the sinfulness of
his heart, and he saw too that there was sal-
vation for him only through Jesus who had died.
All his correct morals, all his strict obedience of
the Law, all that he had counted as right and
good, could avail him nothing !—he must lay it
all down at Jesus’ feet, and trust Him alone for
pardon. Thus Saul, the proud Jew of Tarsus,
became Paul the humble apostle of Jesus.
Even so must we all do who would be saved ;—
count all things loss for Christ; and “ be found
in him, not having our own righteousness which
isof the law, but that which is through the faith
of Christ.” .

Tarsus still exists, under the name of Tersons.
It has a population of about 20,000, and con-
siderable commerce ; but it is a dilapidated and
filthy town. There are no ruins of much- im-
portance ; yet what there are,—broken columns
and arches, and curious coins dug out of the
rubbish,—all testify that Tarsus was, in former
days, “ no mean city.”

Faith Interceding.
BY ROBERT BOYD, D. D.

Tbe spirit of faith is alwags the spirit of
prayer and intercession. Faith in God will lead
us to plead with God for the perishing souls
around us, The narrative of Abraham’s inter-
ces:ion on behalf of guilty Sodom, opens with
a lovely picture of hospitality. Tte sun is in
his noon-day splendor, and all nature seems to
languish in his vertical rays. The flocks and
herdsmen seek the shade of some lofty, over-
hanging rock, or some broad leafed tree. The
father of the faithful is sitting in the door of his
tent, looking out upon the calm face of nature,
and with beart at peace with the God on whose
works he gazes. A hundred years have passed
over his head, and have left him still active in
every good work, and rich in experience of his
Lord’s faithfulness.

He bad not sat there long till three men,
strangers to him as far as he could see, made
their appearance. With kind consideration for
their wants, he runs out to meet them, and
shows them the utmost courtesy. With the aid
of his good wife an ample repast is soon pro-
vided for them, as they sit in the cooling shade,
and be stands respectfully beside them while
they partake of his hospitality. To some this
might seem a very little matter, but God took
notice of it, and gives it an honorable record in
his book ; and a thousand years after it was
referred to by an inspired apostle. ‘ Be not for-
getful to entertain strangers, for thereby some
bave entertained angels unawares.” What must
have been the amasement of the patriarch when
be made the discovery that one of these visitors
was the Lord of glory! The same who had
appeared to him before in comforting assurances
and gracious promises. Aud how must bis
beart have rrjoiced when from the same lips
was given him the promise of a son, in whom
all nations of the earth were to be blessed.

The visitors now turn their faces toward
Sodom, and Abrahass atcompanies them. The
Lord discloses 1o bif that the object of ap-
proaching that vile city was one of wrath and
vengeance. The cry of their iniquity had come
up before the Lord, and now his sword of ven-
geance in his havd, but before the stroke de-
scends the man of faith begins to pray. As the
adorable Saviour from the Mount of Olives
looked down on the doomed city of Jerusalem
and wept over it, 8o the patriarch looked down
on these cities of the plain with deep anguish,
snd begins to plead for them Ah! there may
be some hope for them yet ; for along with the
cry of their blasphemy and their foul crimes,
tho‘:e has begun to go up the prayer of faith,—
It is a startling sign of a sinner’s state when
good people have stopped praying for him—
when discouraged they cease 1o expect God to
hear. ‘I once had a pious sister that prayed
for me,’ said a young man, ‘but she is dead,
and I have no one to pray for me now.” Sodom
has yet one to plead for ker, one who no doubt
had done so before ; but, alas ! he is now offere
ing the last prayer that will ever be offered for
her salvation.

Pfl)’er is an awfully solemn act at all times
but in the case of Abrabam it was particularly
80. He wes in the personal presence of the
Lord. Yonder was the guiliy multitude, among
be hed some friends and acquaintances, and
above them the cloud of wrath bung suspended.
And, O, how gloricus does the man of God
sppear, as rising from the dust of humility he
begins to plead!  Ggeat things depend on that
one prayer. If it does not avail to save the
carsed city, nothing else can. The city might
be surrounded with migi’§ armies, led by the
most skillful generals, bat cne flake of the Al-
mighty wrath would have consumed them.—they
.wonld have melted away like snow-flakes falling
into a flery furnace. They might hive surround-
el 'heir city with the strongest fortresses, and
with 8 wall of iror ; but all would have been
before the breath of the Lord like 2rest beaps
of chfﬂ' befure the whirlwind. Prayer is the
only instrumentsiity now to which eny hope
can be attag:ed in this case.

And it ia adelightful sizdy to note the heav-
enly art with which this, good mam orders his
cause before God. The Divine Spirit, then as
well Aas now, made intercession within good men,
and imparted to them that holy sagacity and

that it was hissed off without ceremony. The
public taste called for something more highly | seems little doubt that the hand prsy”
haa been at work on this occesion, &4 ¢
formed that those who nm’vgd [
found the door of the building f
There was no sigos of fire about the
midnight.

flavored with villany.
tame goodness. :

ial care to show | Beavenly skill in presentng their case before | of our substance to help to sy

presence -
God who!am but dust and ashes.’

his neighbours. He prayed as a guiity man |t

it is said that be * drew near.’ Just as we have

<

¢ 8hall not the Judge of el the errth doright P’
He well kpew how guilty Scdem had become
how loud was the cry for veugesnce which Ler
sins for many long, rebeliious jears had sentup
to heaven ; but he &lro knew that the mercy of
God was above the heavens, and he took his
stand upon that ground.

The prayer evinces great love for perishing
souls. He had a losthing—en intense hatred
for their sins; but at the same time a deep love
for their eoule. Could bis tears, or even his
blood have saved them, they would have been
freely given. This was the truly Christ-like
spirit. It reminds us of Jesus pleading ‘or bis
revilers, nay, even his murderers ; hating their
sins, and yet loving their souls with a depth of
love that we can form no conception of in our
most spiritual moments,

It was this spirit of love for their souls that
made Abraham so importunale in bis prayer,
and so persevering. He rises in his requests as
the Lord condescends to amswer him, till he
gains the assurance that the city will be spared
if even ten rightecus persons can be found in it
He charitably hopes that at least that number
might be found there ; but, alas ! no; there is
pot even that little quantity of salt in the midst
of the general corruption. He had not pleaded
for the sske of the wicked ; for, as Matthew
Henry says, * Wickedness shuts the mouth of
intercession.” And when he fouud that there
was such s geoers!, almost universal moral pol-
lution in Sodom, be ceased to plead. * And
the Lord God went his way, as soon as he bad
left communing with Abraham.’ The doom of
the city is now eealed. The only righteous per-
son there is saved by miraculous power, in an-
swer to Abraham’s intercession ; and then the
wrath of God falls upon the guiity. How glo-
rious to think of Christ as our éver-living Lnter-
csssor, appearing in the presence of God for us!
It is good to hsve a pious neighbor to plead for
us ; but, O, how infinitely better to bave the
Divine Advocate to undertake our case and plead
our cause ! Blessed are they who have such a
friend in cou.t.—Canada Chris. Advocate.

e e e

The Devil's Chapel.

BY MRS, M'CONAUGHY.

A man named -Saul was executed some ten
years since in the city of New York for murder,
A few hours before he was led out:.to the scaf-
fold, he was visited by a play actor named
Clark.

« How are you Ciark ?’ said the murderer, ad-
vancing towards him. ¢ The first time Isaw you
wss when [ was thirteen years old, and you were
playing ¢ The Six Degrees of Crime.’ He had
acquired his first notions of such a life from that
play. Ever since he had been acting out the
various steps delineated in the fascinating dress
of the drama, until at length he had reached
the closing act. Ie realized himsolf thet tha
theatre had wrought his ruin. Such a confes-
sion is worthy the coneideration of those who
contend that the theatre may be made the means
of elevating and improving society. Who has
ever yet known an instance of any one being
benefitted by it, while the case of this poor man
bas been repeated over and over again. It is
getting quite too much the custom for those who
profess the name of Christ, when away from
home and in the company of worldly friends to
visit the theatre, ¢ just for once.’” But no one
can guess the mischief that one such compliance
with the worll may do. Leaving out of view
the stain which their own hearts and souls will
get, their example will be quoted over and over
again, by the young and careless, as an evidence
that it cannot be wrong to frequent such places
when Christians go there. Yet even then they
do not believe it to be right. They only plead
the example of others to hush the whirpers of
conscience,

Do not imagine you may go one evening
merely for your own recreation when in a dis-
tant city, and no one will know it, to be injured
by your example. Satan will take care that
some one shall know it.

A gentleman of wealth and high position, but
not a professor of Christ, had just returned from
New York, when he remarked to a friend, ‘I
saw the Rev. Mr. K. and his wife at the theatre
one evening, and I was determined he should
know that I saw him. SoI went around and
spoke to him.” Surely that man could never
preach as effectively among his young people
again as he had done before. He was a man
u'iv.mced in years, very grave and dignified, and
his influence had been great among a large cir-
cle of young people. We may be sure that
whatever of his teachings they may forget, they
will never forget that Mr. A saw him at the the-
atre.

Even the very psgans have condemned the
pln.y-home as a school of immorality. Plato
Aristotle, and even Ovid speak of its dissolute.
ness and advise its suppression. The infidel
Rousseau declared it to be his opinion that ¢ the
thulr.e was in all cases a school of vice,” and
when it was proposed to establish one in the city
of Geneva, he wrote against it with all the zeal
and force of which he was master.

It may be urged that the grossness

and all the early theatres, has been d::ep:s:;'
but who will say that the present system does'
not need cleansing also ? Names and manners
and customs may have changed, but the spirit
and ?endency of the theatres of New York to-
ay is as much the same as that of ancient Ath.
ens. I believe the attempt has been made to|l
represent a play whieh should not be exception-
able in language or plot, but- the results was,

It cared nothing for dull,

Truth is a gem which does not sparkle in the

the Lord, that_made them mighty in prayer. |stitution? Ob, it is a trade
Abrabam takesa humble position in the divine | bodies and souls of men ? 1y;
¢ I have taken upon me to speak to|harvestinto penl'itio,', s

if he were an inhabitant of the guilty city, and shall you; Christian, aid in the wo
were pleading for his own life as well as that of | will you answer the Master when '

pleading for guilty men.— There was nothing of | Can you hold up your hands and
the ¢ am holier than thou’ feeling about him. [am guiltless ¥’
Then, as a proof of hia confidence in the Lord, | rightly named it, the * The Dey; ', Chapel

seen a loving child draw nesr to a father when | matter asthis. If you can, |
he bas an important request to present. He | or efforts, prevent a young
also expresses the utmost confidence in the | even once, do not let any considergs;

righteous and merciful government of God :—{) lon

she does get prostrate at the cross
acknowledgment of Christ's sovereignty,
souls of her members, she will wonder at and
admire the meaning of the words
the Son shall make you free, yes
deed”— Church Union.

room steward on board the R, M.8.
drowned on the passage from Bermuds
port.

gold in the Sherbrook district for
months ending July 31st, was 3634 o
average number of men mployod v
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The Palmer Meeting,
We spent an hour only ia thia
on last Tuesday afternocn.
great enjoy ment

blessed place
It was an boyy (¢
Any warm-heited Chriggigg
de‘lull 8 lu get uear the Lord, and willing to |

aside his were dignity, and the lpimo{cr"’
cism, would love to have been there. The 3“.
of criticism bas spoiled the enjoyment of ::h
true Christians in other meetings than thiy . bee
kept many from growth in grace, and doub'u...
bas ruined souls. With that spirit the “ervice:

of the sanctuary are turned into 5 mere fm..
lity, and are in: the case of the person harbori :
it, only a vain show, n
We went there with the recerse, W, went
to ecjoy the meeting, to hear what the Lord had
done for others, and to testify of bis wonderful
work of grace in a beart from which the blessed
Jesus has rolled off many and grievous burdens,
The meetiog was opened by the readiog of the
precious Word, by singiog a hyma ‘expressive of
full salvatioo, and by prayers from o minister
and also from Mr. Palmer, '

We cannot relate the expsriences as they were
told. Their sweetness dropped from the hearts
which God bad touched, and were delightful,
The witncsses by no means praised themselyes,
They exalted the Lord Jesus. They told how
be had kept them in perfect peace, how his Holy
Spirit was ompipotent within them, causing a
hatred of sin and power over it, to the extine-
tion of doubt and fear and distress. Ooe spoke
of victory over depression, and freedom in spesk-
ing and laboring for Jesus—of intimacy with
the adorable Lord, and nights sod days of selid
rest in him. Another told us how he overcame
a former idol, which marred his cleanliness, and
the use of which only could be spoken of aga
bad habit.

He could now say and rejoice that he had
been free for years from the use of tobacco.
To many this seems a very small point. Bat
the writer having known and conquered thy
dolatrous habit counts it no such thing. Itiss
nasty habit for a church of kings and priests
When Jesus died it was to destroy the works of
the devil, and all uncleanness, and sl things
that offend. He died that his members should
be like himself, whose presence was never offen-
sive to the least of his people, whose habits
would not injure the most delicate cunstitafion,
This can never be said of those who use this

weed. To some of refined taste and delicate
uci vE, 804 (v viicss 01 Weak stomach ﬂ‘lﬂl‘

they cannot be other than offensive. Tobacco
makes a nuisance of many a minister at the
bedside of the sick, and a smoke-house of many
a minister’s study, which should rather be s
place of prayer. There is not a good result
pretended to be produced by the use of
tobacco which would not follow a patient sitting
at the feet of Jesus, and hearing of his yoice in
providence.

This habit encourages a trade which no win-
ister wonld choose for his son, and, with but few
exccptions, the retailers of that trade are Bab-
bath-breakers—an argument which should make
every pious man throw down his pipe as he
would a red hot iron.

The brother who mentioned his victory over
tobacco did not seem to draw forth much sym-
pathy from the meeting, but the writer bereol
did wish him God-speed. O, for the day when
the Church of Jesusshall be clean and neaf a3
he meant she should be! She can't be with
soufl and tobacco. .
Jesus died to save us from our sins. This is
the theme of the Palmer meeting; & W
which must engage the attention cf every saint

Church has yét scarcely begun to ask. Whea
ross with the fall

in the

of Jesus: ‘Jf
hall be free in-
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duties of his office.
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of God, and the question how much Jelﬂ esn [
do for us in this life in saving us from sins, the

pages of the drama. The most elaborate webs
of deception are curiously wrought and held u
to our .view for approval and admiration. When-
ever pily appears, it is but to be ridiculed and
despised in the person of some hollow pretend-
er to .exoellence. Crimes of all grades, f;

prof?m!y to murder and suicide, are arra ede
glowing colors,and represented under faheiun::
:t; honor and manliness, Bravery and a frank
o 0Erous nature are represent ‘

. ed as palliati
of the worst of crimes. A man may ll:e a.\::;

serpent jn the family Eden,a defragcz= of oth-
ers, one who tramples on Ql’l Go:;’:‘ meiiklote

be 2
represented as Possessing an excellent heart.

s it at such 8 school of gilded v;

; ed vice we wi
our cln'ldren to learn morals ? ¢ we go th:lr?
they will not be slow to follow. Can we lpend,
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loss.— Colomist. i
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atchway to the lower floor, 8 " is DOV
teet. He sustained serious injum'._bl“ Calton,
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