
possess ye your souls,” liiike xxl. 19. The soul loses 
itself by impatience ; whereas, when it submits 
without repining, it possesses itself in peace, and it also 
possesses Gu I. To bn impatient i« to desire what one 
has not ; or not to be content with what one has. 
An impatient sou! :» a slave to passion, having east oil" 
the restraints of reason and filth : what weakness ! 
v.hat error is this ! As long as we endure willingly 
an evil, it is not an evil to ih : ul.y then slur:! 1 we 
make it a real evil by refusing to bear it wi!]i:iL"ly ? 
The inward peace res"des, not in the senses, or inferior 
appetites, butin the will. It may he preserved amidst 
the bitterest sorrows, ns Ion; ns the will continues 
firtnlv resigned. Thu peace of this world consists not 
in an exemption from suffering, but in bearing it vo­
luntarily.

•2. To hear your murmuring» an ! repining», it would 
sectn that you arc lho most innocent soul lix ing : and 
that it is great injustice tiiat you arc not admitted into 
the terrestrial paradise. Remember how you h ivo 
offended God, and you must acknowledge his righte­
ous dealing with you. Confess to him with the hu­
mility of the prodigal son, “ Father, I have sinned 
against heaven, and in thy sitthf.” If I wore left to 
myself, t".should deceive. I should spare, l should be­
tray myself. But the merciful hand executes what I 
should never have the courage t > do : it corrects me 
in love. Grant also that I may ce lure with patience 
its salutary corrections.

SEVENTH DAY.

Of submission and conformity to the icillof Go l.—
I, “ Thy will he done in earth as it is in heaven.” 
Men do not always love tiie will of God, because it is 
often opposite to their desires. If wc sincerely love 
his will, and that only, we should change our earth 
intoa heaven. We should thank God for every tiling ; 
for evil as well a« good ; because evil becomes good 
from his hand. We should not then murmur at the 
ways of Providence, but approve and adore its wisdom. 
Only God ! what do l see in the course of the stars, in 
the revolutions of the.seasons, in the events of life, but 
(lie accomplishment of 111 v will : may it also be ac­
complished in me ; may I love it ; may it-.vecteii 
and endear nil events to me : may I nniiihib:: ; my 
own, to pause thy will to reign in in;
O Lord, to will, and mine to <>!<

-. Thou h:;»t siid, O Lord .!• su • 
relation to thy heavenly Father, that 
what pleased him, John vi.i. 29. 'i 
that wnmple should lev! n -. Tim 
1 bou didst nothing o:i ceri'i hut 
ot thy Father, win vouchsafes ;.! • >
Do thou fulfil his will in ih, as thou 
Grant that we, being iiH^parabh u i.

only our religious actions, hut even om'-eat.eg, sleep­
ing, conversing, may all bo done with n > ether view 
hut that of pleasing him. Then shall our whole con­
duct become sanctified : then shejball our deeds be­
come a continual sacrifice, incessant prayer and un­
interrupted p>ve. When, O Lord, shall »c anivc at | -■
’hi.-; disposition Do t’^ou vou ;!;-«!<• to cot: hi:! e* v. !iat

to it ; do thou vouchsafe to subdue our rebellious will 
by thy grave, for it knows not what it would have, 
and nothing is truly good but a conformity to thy 
will.

ErnilTU DAT.

Of prayer.— 1. •• Pray without ceasing." 1 Tliess. 
v. 17. fvuch is our dependence upon G > I that wc ore 
obliged not only to do cvi*y thing for his sake, but 
also to seek from Lan the very power. This happy 
necessity ot bavin.; recourse to him in all our wants, 
iiisti.au ot being grievous to u-, should he our greatest 
consolation. Wliut a happiness is it that we are a I 
lowed to speak to him with roufi !■ ■ ne• - ; to open our 
hearts, and hold familiar conversation wijli him hv 
prayer ! he himself invites us to it ; and, us St. C'v- 
pii .ii well observes, we may judge how ready he is 
to give us those good tilings which he himself yolieiu 
it to ink of him. Let us pray w i'll failli, ami nut 
lose ihe fruit ofotirprayvrs by a wavering uncertainty ; 
which, as St. J unes testifies, hinders the successif 
them. The same apostle advises us to pray when x\° 
arc in trouble, because thereby wc should find conso­
lation ; yet we nr< so wretched that this heavenly em­
ployment is a burden, instead of a comf m i to ih. ’The 
lukewarmness of our prayers is the source of all oui 
oilier i.'ifi !< lilies.

2. “Ask, and it shall h- given you : seek, and 
ye shall find : knot !;, and it -hall he opened unto you,"’ 
Matt. vii. 7. If riches were to be had far asking, 
with v. h it earnestness, assiduity, and per. '-verance, 
would men a-k for them ? If treasures were to he 
found with looking for, what place would escape their 
search" : if by knocking u.vy could g..n admittance 
into the king’.-; council, or the Id chest place.-, of pre­
ferment, xxliat n knufd.ing should xxe hear! Bui 
v.hat reproaches, pains, and disappointments, vc un­
dergo, in search of false happinc-s, xain Imnotirs, ami 
wretched pleasures of this world, w Imre nothing re­
mains to us beside remorse. L‘:v imp era 'u i ■ the only 
true go,..I. yet the only thing limy neglect ; tlw only 
ihiii * v. hi it thev h ivc not p ti.'iwe to w : b»r. 1 h"
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e a mate" for* me, make tin «elf understood in my sou! ' 
speak", Lord, for thy servant licarct!), and de.V.n th to 
obey thee !

2. Men often say that they would glmHy know
-, But v hen‘ iiheld '! > to e-lveiico in ’

!

f


