
VERY JiEV. DEAN HARRIS.

THE BICYCLE AND THE PUL 
PIT.

There is not a single fad which is 
not considered nowadays a suitable 
theme for pulpit orators among the Pro­
testant sects, especially in the United 
States. It appears that the people 
have grown tired of the gospel, and 
nothing will attract them to the 
churches now but some of the subjects 
which give the daily papers an oppor­
tunity to display their wit or to publish 
sensational articles.

The bicycle or bike is one of the sub­
jects which are now treated of most 
frequently in the Protestant pulpits, 
and a sermon announced on this inter- 
esting, though not necessarily relig­
ious article, is sure to attract a crowd 
curious to hear the preacher's opinion 
on the new and popular mode of locom­
otion .

Bishop Coxe of Buffalo has 
demned the use of the bicycle for 
women at least, and in this he is fol­
lowed by many preachers, who de­
nounce the machine as an invention of 
Satan, and condemn especially the 
women who have adopted the bloomer 
costume as being most suitable for rid­
ing.

con

There might be some gain to morals 
if the preachers could speak with 
authority on the morality or immoral- 
it' of this and other practices, but as 
the matter stands no attention whatso­
ever is paid to the opinions thus freely 
expressed in the name of Christian 
morality. The sermons are listened to 
simply as a matter of curiosity, but no 

thinks of putting into practice the 
principles announced, so completely 
has Protestantism ceased to be a guide 
to moral conduct.

one

Manitoba schools und.r the denomin­
ational system were pe.fect, but we do 
claim that the religio s convictions of 
Catholics should be rfctpi etc 1 amid all 
the improvements whch the Govern 
ment may introduce. Principal Gram 
tells us that, In spite if defect»,
" the schools (before l bill) were as
well taught and ruauiged as was po» 
sible in the ctrcumshnces of a pr, _ 
vince so sparsely .*tled, and v, h
such winters.

The question hr decision in the 
Manitoba school natter does not re- 
gard the perfect! n or imperfection < f 
the system in vtp • uefore lb'JO, but 
it regards the qicsttuu whether the 
compact entered into between the 
Dominion and Iroviucn authorities, 
for the protectiot of minorities, is to be 
observed or not

There is no the least doubt that it 
ii religiously observe l 

if it had tumid out, as was expected, 
when t^ F.deral and Provincial 
Legislawres ag-eed almost unanim­
ously to the terms of the Manitoba Act 
on education, that tie majority would 
continue to be Catholc. It is only be 
cause the majority nov sustain an in­
tolerant Government th-.it there is 
difficulty, and it is not tube expected 
that the Catholics of the 1 . minion will 
submit tamely to the present injusti 

We are pleased with the general 
character of Principal Grant s letter, 
and we believe that rev. gentleman 
will continue the series in a

would have

any

manner
similar to the way he has begun. We 
insert in another colvnn his remarks 
on the Trappist monastery at St. Nor 
belt.
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©he ©ntljolic yccorb,! not an Instant in suspense. Crowds 

flocked to hear him. The old church 
wasagain an object of interest, and many 

one owed the spark that enkindles 
their faith to Lacordaire. He had the 
truth, and he preached it into the hearts 
of his fellows. It was not an affair of 
learning by heart, it was a soul, and 
this soul, to use his own expression, 
would break like a tide through the 
walls of flesh and cast itself, reckless 
and desperate, into the soul of another.

sanctioned ceremonies of the Church.
That these ceremonies resembled 

those used at the present day is suffic­
iently clear from the description which 
St. John the Evangelist gives of the 
Son of Man, and of the throne of God in 
the prefatory chapters of the Apocal­
ypse, which is almost literally applic­
able to the forms oi Catholic worship as 
used in the Church to this day, and 
there can be no doubt that it was a 
picture also of the usages of the Apos­
tolic age in conducting public worship.

The beautiful liturgy of the Catholic 
Church was abolished by Knox, and 
any return thereto in the slightest 
degree has always been regarded by 
Presbyterians as an approach to idol­
atry. Even the very poor semblance 
to Catholic worship which the Church 
of England retained in the Book of 
Common Prayer has always been de­
nounced by them as being rags or 
remnants of Popery ; but it ap 
pears that they are now becom­
ing conscious of the fact that 
a solemn Ritual is an incentive to de­
votion and piety, and this conscious­
ness is the source of the present move­
ment toward re establishing^a liturgy, 
though the advocates of the movement 
are very careful to tell us now that a 
regular form of Church worship was 
used by Presbyterians in the time of 
the Reformation, and does not by any 
means lead to Episcopacy or to what 
is more terrible still, to Popery.

The Presbyterians generally, how­
ever, have been so thoroughly in­
doctrinated with the belief that a lit­
urgy tends to bring in idolatry that 
there is already a strong opposition to 
fhe proposed reform. The opponents 
of the movement say that It is un- 
Presbyterian and uuscriptural to re­
strict the present liberty, and that to 
do so would be the wedge for opening 
a way to the entering in of Prelacy.

A liturgy of some kind would 
undoubtedly tend to greater reverence 
in Presbyterian churches, and would 
render impossible, or, at all events 
less frequent, the comicalities 
which have sometimes feund their way 
into Presbyterian worship. But It is 
doubtful whether in the face of the 
strong prejudices in which that body 
has been educated, it will be possible 
to introduce a liturgy during the 
present generation. The tendency 
appears to be toward greater jaxity 
and variety rather than toward ritual­
istic uniformity. The mistake 
made when the solemn W’orship of the 
Catholic Church was abolished, and 
the door opened to every species of 
idiosyncracy. The present movement, 
however, taken in connection with 
other signs of the times, indicates that 
there is a growing tendency among 
Protestants to regard as reasonable 
those doctrines and practices of the 
Catholic Church against which they 
have waged an unrelenting warfare 
for over three centuries.

serts. The British Government 
is not generally disposed to embroil 
itself with heathen nations to protect 
missionaries : but as the sufferers on 
this occasion were British subjects, 
laboring under the auspices of a 
British missionary society, the case is 
an unusual one, and for the purpose 
of preserving her prestige in the eyes of 
foreigners in general, whether heathen 
or Christian, it is necessary that Eng­
land should take a firm stand on the 
broad ground that her subjects should 
he unmolested when living in a coun 
try with which she is at peace.

Since the massacre at Ku Cheng 
there have also been at other points 
attacks on missions which are under 
the auspices of American missionary 
societies. The American mission at 
Foo Chow has been broken up, and its 
chapel and school house wrecked, and 
several of the native scholars wounded, 
though the missionaries themselves 
escaped without personal harm 
Other missions have also been attacked, 
and unless the interference of the 
Government be efficacious to prevent 
it. there is danger of a general upris 
ing of the Chinese against foreign 
missionaries.

It appears somewhat strange that, in 
the reports of these outrages committed 
on missionaries, so little has been said 
of any attacks made on Catholic mis­
sions, though the Catholic missions 
are more numerous than the Pro­
testant, and have more natives be­
longing to them. Yet there have 
certainly been attacks made on them 
as well as on the Protestant missions. 
Thus in the communications sent by 
Mr. Jernigan, the United States Con­
sul at Shanghai, to his Government, it 
is stated that the Viceroy made no 
effort to have the fire extinguished 
when the Catholic Bishop s residence 
was in flames at Cheng Tu, near Ku- 
Chen, though the Viceroy’s house was 
no morn than the distance of a stone's 
throw from that of the Bishop. He 
merely said that it was a matter for 
his successor to attend to. From other 
quarters also it is learned that the 
Catholic missions have not escaped 
during the recent outbreaks. Thus a 
letter from the pro-Vicar of Western 
Szechuan or Su-Chuan relates that 
Mgr. Durand, the Bishop, was 
personally attacked when he went to 
the Tartar marshal for protection. He 
was struck by several stones and was 
badly hurt, and a mandarin was about 
to give him the final blow when a by­
stander thrust him away. The Catho­
lic church and orphanage and the 
Bishop's house were totally destroyed 
by fire, after the mob had carried off 
all the valuables they could lay their 
hands upon.

It is probable that the cause why so 
little has been said on this occasion 
concerning attacks on Catholic mis­
sions, is the fact that they are under 
charge of French priests, and therefore 
less attention was paid to them by the 
correspondents of English and Ameri­
can papers, and perhaps, also, because 
there have not been any actual mur­
ders of Catholic missionaries during 
the recent outrages.

If the Catholic missionaries have 
suffered less than the British and 
Americans on the present occasion, it 
is a great change from what has 
usually occurred in the past. The 
Catholic missionaries to China have 
always been aware that in undertak­
ing the missionary office they were, 
subject to suffer persecution, and to 
meet death at any moment, and they 
went prepared for this emergency : ami 
not having wives and families to en­
cumber them, they wore ready to make 
the sacrifice of their lives, for the sake 
of the propagation of the gospel, 
whenever they were required to do so. 
It is something new in the history of 
Protestantism to have its missionaries 
put to death in the cause they are 
propagating, as they usually only go 
to those countries where their lives 
are safe, and where they will be under 
the protection of the British Govern 
ment. The Chinese persecution will 
probably be a great blow to Protest­
ant missions, as missionaries with 
wives and families cannot bo expected 
to expose their lives to the dangers of 
missionary life where it is known that 
danger really threatens them.

The success of the Catholic missions 
in China has been much greater than is 
generally supposed. There are no less 
than forty-seven Vicariates Apostolic 
in the Empire. The precise number 
of Catholics is not reported, but as 
there are 110,000 in the two Vicariates 
of Pekin and Shanghi. the total must 
be very large, probably approaching 
or exceeding 500,000.

It Is to be hoped that the mutual 
jealousies of the Christian European 
powers will not interefere to prevent 
them from acting in concert to insist

upon the safety of missionaries there, 
whether Catholic or Protestant.WlUhwl Weekly et 484 end 4as Richmond 
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aTHE CATHOLIC SU MM EU 
SCHOOL.

The Catholic Summer School of 
America dosed its fourth session last 
week, and its success has more than 
satisfied our expectations. It has, in­
deed, been the object of much adverse 
comment from some who complained 
that it was but superficial, and bonce of 
lio educational value. But they are 
attacking a mere phantom, born of 
ignorance and jealousy. Let them 
read the programme of the Summer 
School.

One thing that seems very strange 
to us Isthat hostilecriticism should come 
from a Catholic. Is it not, at least, a 
splendid advertisement ; antf, let its 
educational value be what it may, is it 
not productive of some good ? It is 
much better to have one thousand five 
hundred young people listening to 
scientific and literary lectures than to 
have them dawdling around summer 
resorts retailing the newest scandal or 
reading the last novel.

It is a sign of progress in the right 
direction. Our feeble words add noth­
ing to the honors so well merited by 
the Summer School, but we should wish 
to place ourselves on record as its sup­
porter and well-wisher. It is hewing 
towards the light. It is a reproach 
to the sluggards, but a joy to all who 
love Christ and His Church. It is do­
ing work, splendid work, and the 
generations of the future shall call it 
blessed.
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REV. PRINCIPAL GRANT ON 
THE MANITOBA SCHOOL 

QUESTION.pa, -r
ean he stopped

Saturday, Sept 14. 1895.

OFFICIAL.

lu the Toronto Gh ’>e of the 5th inst. 
appears the first of a series of letters 
which it is intended shall appear from 
the peu of the Rev. Principal G. M. 
Grant, of Kingston, on the Manitoba 
school question, which has been so 
much discussed from every possible 
point of view.

The Rev. Principal Grant has not 
been in favor of Catholic Separate 
schools in the past, and we could 
scarcely anticipate that in his present 
visit to Manitoba for the purpose of 
examining unto the whole school ques­
tion of that Province, he would enter 
upon the task with any prejudices iu 
favor of the Catholic minority.

The Globe tells us in an editorial 
which appeared on the same day with 
the professor's letter, that “ it will be 
found that the principal is a strong 
advocate of religious instruction iu the 
elementary schools supported by the 
public, " iu proof of which it points out 
that he “ comments with considerable 
severity on the action of the Provincial 
Government in making so radical and 
sudden a change effected by the Acts of 
1800.”

L

The clergy of the counties of Essex 
and Kent will meet in conference at 
Windsor on Thursday, September 10, 
at 11 a. m ; of the counties of Huron, 
Perth, Oxford and Norfolk at Stratford 

Tuesday, September 21, at 1 p. 
in , and of the counties of Middlesex, 
Elgin, Bothwell and Lambton at Lon­
don on Thursday, September 26, at 

A full attendance is re-

on

2 p. m. 
quested.
. By order of the Bishop,

Thomas Noonan, Secretary.
London, Sept. 5, 1805.

TIIE SLAUGHTER OE MISSION­
ARIES IN CHINA.

The attack made upon the British 
missionaries, Rev. Mr. Stewart and his 
family and assistants, in Ku Cheng. 
China, whereby eight victims were 
killed, and two others hurt, as well as 
being obliged to make their escape by 
flight, has caused much commotion in 
England, and the British Government 
is endeavoring to obtain from China 
such satisfaction as is alone possible 
after such an atrocity : that is to say, 
the punishment of the leaders iu the 
attack, and probably an indemnity to 
be paid to the families of those who 
have been killed. The British Gov­
ernment will also insist upon guaran­
tees that subjects of Great Britain 
shall bo protected in future by the 
Chinese authorities, and shall have 
security against such popular out­
breaks as that which resulted in the 
recent massacre.

TheChincsoGovernmeut, upon being 
pressed to give the satisfaction re­
quired from it, showed great reluctance 
to comply, but was at last obliged to 
consent to send a mixed commission, 
composed of English, American and 
Chinese inquisitors, to examine inot the 
facts, and bring to justice those who 
perpetrated the atrocities complained

A NEW RITUALISTIC MOVE­
MENT.

The question is being very seriously 
and earnestly agitated among Presby­
terians in England and Scotland to 
amend the form of Public Worship as 
prescribed in the Directory adopted by 
the Scotch Kirk in 1562 and 1561 and 
which has been substantially followed 
by the Presbyterian bodies of English 
speaking countries which for the most 
part derive their origin from Knox's 
Presbyterianism as exemplified in the 
practice of the Church of Scotland. 
The question was also considered at 
the last) General Assembly of the 
Church, held in Toronto this summer, 
and though no decisive action was 
taken on it the general feeling ap 
peared to be in favor of greater uni­
formity in that denomination in the 
form of worship. This uniformity 
cannot of course be obtained without 
some positive action of the Church 
prescribing the prayers to bo used and 
the manner of conducting the worship 
according to some set form.

It is argued that there is a laxity in 
the present practice whereby too much 
latitude is given for individual cap­
rice, aud that this leads necessarily to 
a want of decorum in many churches. 
As a consequence numerous societies 
and committees have been appointed 
or have appointed themselves in Eng­
land and Scotland to examine into the 
matter and to recommend such changes 
as will restrict the present variety 
within much narrower limits.

It was the direction of St. Paul in 
his first Epistle to the Corinthians, xiv. 
-10, that all things connected with pub­
lic worship should be done "decently 
and in order," and there is ample evi­
dence that there were special forms of 
public worship established from the 
earliest period, and even iu the Apos­
tolic age, and in all likelihood 
by the Apostles themselves, so that we 
have liturgies still in use in the Cath­
olic Church which bear the names of 
Apostles, and of which it may be truly 
said that their substance, at least, was 
introduced by the Apostles : for we 
have historical evidence of the dates 
at which certain modifications were 
introduced. Among the known addi­
tions were some by St. Clement, who, 
though not an Apostle, was contem­
poraneous with the Apostles, so that 
his name is mentioned by St. Paul as 
being written in the Rook of Life.

It is certainly in accordance with 
the spirit of divinely revealed relig­
ion that there should be a liturgy, or 
an established form of ecclesiastical 
worship not subject to change accord­
ing to individual whims, 
under the Old Law the forms to be fol­
lowed were prescribed by Almighty 
God Himself, even to the. composition 
of the incense which was to be used 
during the offering of the sacrifices.

The Holy Scripture does not lay­
down any special forms to be observed 
under the New Law, but St. Paul's 
mandate that order should be observed 
proves that the ritual to be used 
should be that which the authority of 
the Church sanctioned, aud accord 
iugly from the earliest ago it was not 
lawful for individuals to change the

We do not see that the principal 
declares himself very strongly on this 
question, in his letter ; but we 
ourselves convinced of the need of 
religious instruction, and the Catholics 
of Manitoba are of the same conviction. 
Now the rev. principal argues that 
the convictions of the people ought to 
be taken into consideration in estab-

are

lishing a school system, and in this we 
believe he stands on a foundation 
which cannot be shaken. On this
ground we have always maintained 
that the Manitoba Government acted
wrongfully, though this is not the only- 
ground on which we have upheld the 
rights of the Catholic minority in that 
Province. We agree, then, entirely 
with Rev. Mr. Grant that 11 policy aud 
justice alike demand treatment of a 
very different kind, and in particular 
it would not be amiss to remember the

was

golden rule in connection with al! such 
cases."

of.
He further tells us that the 

Provincial Government and Legisla­
ture have by their harsh 
“ aroused a state of provincial feeling 
which makes it almost impossible to 
discuss the question on its merits. 
The sooner it retraces its steps the 
better.

The unwillingness of the Pekin Gov­
ernment to grant what was demanded 
was amply manifested by its refusal 
at first to take any step toward allow­
ing the commission to go to the scene 
of the disturbance, and nothing but 
the (ear that England would declare 
war to vindicate its honor and prestige, 
induced the Government at last to com­
ply with the demand ; ami even after 
that, the extraordinary news was tele­
graphed to and published in the Lon­
don Times so late as the 20th of Aug., 
that the Government had refused to 
permit the British and American con­
suls to make any investigation at all, 
or to be present while the Chinese 
officials were making inquiries into 
the matter. Then again the still more 
extraordinary announcement was 
made that Lui Plug Chang, who was 
formerly Viceroy of Szu Chuan, and 
who is believed to have been the orig­
inator of the riots, lias been appointed 
Imperial High Commissioner to en­
quire into the whole matter. Such an 
appointment is farcical, and it is not a 
matter of surprise that the foreign resi­
dents of China, all of whom are as 
deeply interested as are the English, 
in the protection of Europeans of every 
country against anti foreign rioters, 
should be very much dissatisfied at an 
appointment which shows the disposi­
tion of the Government to burke en­
quiry.

The latest intelligence, however, is 
to the effect that the firmness of the 
British and other consuls has brought 
the Chinese to terms, and that the for­
eign commissioners are to have every 
facility afforded to them to conduct the 
inquiry, instructions having been 
sent by the Chinese Government to its 
officials at Ku Cheng to this effect. It 
is announced also that six Chinese who 
had a hand in the outrages have been 
found guilty of murder, four of whom 
have been executed. It is certain 
that if a Chinaman residing in London 
were to open a joss house or to preach 
Confucianism, and he or some of his 
Confuclan disciples were killed, there 
would bo no delay in bringing 
the murderers to trial and pun­
ishing them according to their de­

course

In the meantime the people 
suffer because the kings—Provincial 
aud Federal—are unwise, if I may be 
allowed a free translation of a well- 
known Latin line.”

THE CHURCH IN FRANCE.

The seeming inactivity and indiffer­
ence displayed by the Catholics of 
France with regard to questions that 
are of vital interest to them, is one of 
the things that never fails to excite 
the astonishment of the tourist. Here 
and there you find bands of energetic 
individuals working for the repeal of 
iniquitous laws, but their efforts are 
but feebly seconded by the majority of 
the people.

Wo do not presume to assign the 
cause, but we cannot help thinking 
that a genius like Lacordaire might 
perchance rouse Gallic hearts to stren­
uous action. It was just such another 
time when Lacordaire commenced his 
public work. The Church was in dis-

Principal Grant has generally shown 
himself to be a man of liberal and 
tolerant mind, and willing to allow the 
sameGibeUy of conviction to others 
which he claims for himself, and from 
his antecedents we would not expect 
from him the enunciation of any other 
than the tolerant views to which he 
here gives utterance.

While he does not very strongly (in 
our estimation) insist upon the import­
ance of religious education, he 
tainly seems to favor it, and he gives 
expression to the suspicion that it is 
due to a lack of such education that 
there is a falling off of Bible reading 
in Ontario. He says :

" How far this Ontario farce of 
Bible instruction is responsible for 
neglect of Bible reading in after life I 
shall not venture to say. ”

He speaks hero of that class of Bible 
instruction which is confined to the 

reading of the words of the Bible, 
without going into the meaning, 
doctrinal and historical.

cer-

favor, and infidel philosophy was en­
deavoring to destroy every vestige of 
faith. The wits of the Voltairean
school battled with polished epigram 
aud doulile entendre against Catholic­
ity. It was the fashion of the hour to 
ridicule religion, aud its ministers, 
skilled and eloquent though they were, 
met with but little success in their 
efforts to eradicate it. But Lacordaire 
slipped away irom the old moorings as 
far as methods were concerned, aud 
ventured iuto new ways, iu the hope of 
bringing souls to love Christ. This he 
did by creating public opinion, aud it 
became the fashion to listen to the 
eloquent Dominican.

Many came to admire the man, with 
face aglow, pouring out the resistless 
eloquence that has made Notre Dame 
historical, but the majority came to be 
taught, for the friar had the truth. 
His discourses were not according to

mere

The professor gives some proofs that 
before 1890 the schools of Manitoba 
were not all that it was desirable they 
should have been. But he gives some 
very good reasons why this should 
have been the case. The country was 
sparsely settled, and is still so to a 
groat extent—aud the weather in 
winter is so severe that to this day in 
not a few sections the schools are closed 
from December to April. Time will 
remove these difficulties

Hence

but surely
tradit louai style. He broke away from the difficulties the pioneers of Manitoba 
the plan of the school of his predeces- had to meet in educating their chil- 
sors, who had major, minor aud con- ^ dren are no reason w-hy they should 
elusion, but not the persuasive power ' be treated harshly, or why the injus- 
that influences and moves human be- | tices already perpetrated should bo 
ings. It was a bold step, and Lacor- continued.
dairo was young. But his success was , YVe have never claimed that the
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