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of parental co-operation. Many AINU t ttUUKibbb
thoughtless parents say that because 
their children do not comprehend 
the mysteries of God and His King­
dom they should not be urged to 
unite with the Church or observe 
its usages.

“ That objection is aimed at every 
law of progress. Because your child 
does not understand the mysteries 
of higher mathematics, will you 
excuse him from learning the mul­
tiplication table ? We receive larger
light by moving toward the light. £°wn. “he had a brood of healthy,
We grow by using the knowledge 1 handsome, dirty children around 
we possess. ‘Use or lose’ is the ! h.er- The youngest who was par- 
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“ It is far better to guard the the banks in the world, 

soil that only good seed shall be 
sown in it. It is saner to claim 
youth for the Church than to try to 
reclaim men when they have wasted 
their substance in the far country.

“ It is the business of the Church 
to keep the children where Christ 
put them, ‘in the midst,’ not in the 
mist. Then we will have no need 
for the old hymn, ‘Where is My 
Wandering Boy Tonight ?’

“ We are not justified in allowing 
the children to grow up imagining 
that the way into the Kingdom of 
God is through the far country.

“ We should stress the preserva­
tion rather than the rescue of the 
child. We baptize our children and 
then, for the most part, throw them 
out into the world and regard them 
as corrupt and alien from God.
After waiting until they were in 
open rebellion we undertake, by the 
employment of some extraordinary 
method to bring them back into the 
kingdom.

“ Then the time comes when the 
child must accept membership in 
the kingdom of his own volition.
And that is the critical period. That 
is when the divinely appointed 
guardianship of the Church must be 
exercised with discretion. The thing 
against which 1 want to utter em­
phatic protest is the false notion 
that we are to rescue the child.
The child does not need to be 
brought back ; we should keep him 
in the kingdom. The great respon­

sibility is not the rescue, but the 
preservation of the child.

The church must recognize the 
religious rights of the child, ‘for of 
such is the kingdom of heaven.’
The Church owes it to the child to 
protect him in the full exercise of 
his divine birthright, for did not 
Christ say, ‘Except ye become as 
this little child ye cannot enter the 
kingdom of heaven V ”
THE EDITOR COMMENTS ON THE SAME

THE CHRISTMAS MASSFIVE MINUTE SERMON Christmas time will be all the more 
happy and blessed : for He, who 
promised that a cup of cold water 
given in His name should not go 
unrewarded, will not fail to repay 
those who remember His poor. Do 
this and you will have what I most 
earnestly wish you, A merry Christ­
mas and a happy New Ydar.

THE LITTLE SHRINE OF MARY

The joy has come, alanna,
That I watched for through the 

years,
And my heart is full of blessing,
But my eyesore full of tears.
The joy has come, alanna,
And I am far away—
The mother will not see her boy 
Upon his first Mass day.
Sweet day of all my longing !
Sure, why should I complain ;
I’d bear, to have mÿ son à priest,
A thousand years f pain.
But oh, to see you with the cup 
In vestments gold and white.
Dear Lord, this would be heaven 
To a poor mother’s sight.
To watch you at the altar 
And hear you read the Book,
And when you turn around to pray 
Observe your holy look.
And, oh, my child, to bow with you 
At this most solemn hour,
When our dear Christ is present, 
Unto your words of power !
Some say I would not know you 

now,
You are so changed, asthore ;
Och ! I would know you, darling,
If an angel's wing you wore.
Little they feel a mother’s love 
Who doubt, when face to face,
That twenty years of waiting 
Can live in one embrace.
Now do not feel alone today,
Ma bouchai stor m°chree,
For Christ is more than mother 
And son to you and me.
Sure, if I thought you’d shed a tear, 
It’s o’er the seas I’d roam 
With a little shamrock and a_sod 
To make you feel at home.
’Tis true, asthore, I’m with you, 
And tho’ worlds should us part,

BY REV. J. J. BURKE

THE BIRTHDAY OF THE 
SAVIOUR

•* For this day Ih boni to you a Haviour Who 
In Ulirtut tho Lord, In the city of David. ‘
(Luke ii, 11.;

My dear friends, these words of 
jdy were spoken by the angel of the 
shepherds near Bethlehem 1900 
years ago. As they filled the hearts 
of the Judean shepherds with joy
long ago, so today they fill thej After Mass was over, there was a 
hearts of all with gladness, love, great rush to St. Joseph’s chapel, 
thanksgiving and reverence. and I am afraid I cut my own

Every nation celebrates the anm- thanksgiving short, to move with 
versary of the most important ai]ent dignity in the same direction, 
events in its history. The 22nd of j heard gasps of surprise and de- 
February and the 4th of July will pght, exclamations of wonder, sup- 
never be forgotten by the Amen- pressed hallelujahs of joy ; I saw 
can people ; for they are kept alive adoration and tenderness, awe and 
each succeeding year by a proud love on the dimly lighted faces of 
and grateful nation in honor of the the people.
birth of the saviour of our country No wonder ! For there, under a 
and also in honor of the birth of rough, rustic roof of pines and 
independence in America. shingles, was the Bethlehem of our

Today we celebrate the annivers- imaginations in miniature. Rough 
ary of the birth of Him who wa# rocks lined the interior, wet, green 
the Saviour, not of one particular m0Bses and lichdns covering them 
portion of the earth, but of the^ /f,ere and there ; in front of the cave 
whole world. What, joy, .then, a light hoar-frost lay on the ground 
should fill the hearts of all ror and straw and stubble littered the 
this day is born to you a Saviour. palace floor of Him who walks on 

If we cast a glance opek. and the jasper and cha'cedony parquet- 
consider what the world was 1900 ting of the floors of heaven. And 

before the coming of there was the gentle Joseph, with 
revt.ent, wondering look on his 
worn features, and there the con­
scious, self-possessed, but adoring 
expression on the sweet face of the 
Child-Mother ; and there the help­
less form and pleading hands of 
Him whose omnipotence stretches 
through infinity, and in whose 
fingers colossal suns and their 
systems are but the playthings of 
this moment in His eternal exist­
ence, which we call Time.

Three shepherds stood around, 
dazed at some sudden light that 
shone from the face of the Infant ; 
one, a boy, leaned forward, aàrif to 
raise in his arms that sweet, help­
less Babe ; his hands were stretched 
towards the manger, and a string 
held the broad hat that fell between 
his shoulders. And aloft an angel 
held in his hand a starry scroll, on 
which was inscribed “ Gloria in 
Excelsis Deo.”

I stood amongst my awe-struck 
congregation for a few minutes. 
Some were kneeling, and uttering 
half-frantic ejaculations of adora­
tion, pity and love ; some leaned 

inst a pillar, silent but with 
tearful eyes ; little children pointed 
out to each other the different 
features of this new wonderwork! ; 
but all around, the fervid Celtic 
imagination translated these terra­
cotta figures into living and breath­
ing personalities. It was as if God 
had carried them back over the 
?ulf of nineteen centuries, and 
Drought them to the stable door of 
Bethlehem that ever memorable 
night.

I think it is this realization of the 
Incarnation that constitutes the 
distinguishing feature of Catho­
licity. It is the Sacred Humanity 
of Our Lord that brings Him so 
nigh to us, and makes us so familiar 
with Him ; that makes the Blessed 
Eucharist a necessity, and makes 
the hierarchy of Bethlehem. Jeru­
salem and Calvary so beloved— 
beloVed above all by the poor and 
the humble and the lowly.

Relieved by “Fruit-a-tives” 
the Fruit MedicineAN IRISH CHRISTMAS 

CRIB Indigestion, Wrnk Digention or 
partial digestion of food, in one of 
the moat serious of present-day 
com plaints—because it ia responsible 
for many serious troubles.

Those who suffer with Indigestion, 
almost invariably are troubled with 
Rheumatism, Palpitation of the Heart, 
Sleeplessness and excessive Nervousness.

“Fruit-a-tivea” will always relieve 
Indigestion because these tablets 
strengthen the atomach muscles, 
Iicreuse the flow .of the digestive 
uices and correctConstipation,which 
usually accompanies Indigestion.

50c a box, 6 for $2.50, trial size 25c. 
At dealers or sent postpaid by 
Fruit-a-tives Limited, Ottawa.

By Canon Hheehan

I

We get out of life just what we put 
into it ; the world has for us just 
whatwe have for it.

Some there are who regard chil­
dren as a misfortune, and some 
reckon them a liability, not an asset. 
Happily few of these peopl* are 
found in the Catholic Church. The 
spirit of our people is well exempli­
fied in a fine passage from the late 
Canon Sheehan’s “The Intellect­
uals

Afewdays agolmet a poor woman, 
a tinker’s wife, just outside the
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ST. JOSEPH’S HOME 
of the SACRED HEART

A Vapor Treatment for Coughs and 
Colds easy to use and affective

You juet liirht tho little lamp that vaporizes 
tho Creeoleae and place it near the |,vd at 
night. The soothing antiseptic vapor nmk
breathing easy, relieves the cough, eases__
sore throat and congestion, and protects in 
epidemics. Recommended for Whooping Cough, 

Spasmodic Croup, Asthme, 
Influenza,Branchilu.Cougha 
ssd Nasal Catarrh. 
Cresnlenu has lx*en u«edi 
for the past 40 years. 
Tho benefit i 
tionnble.
descriptive booklet.

SOLD BV DRUOOISTS
VAPO-CRESOI.ENF. CO..

Learning-Miles Bldg.
_ Montreal

Home for Ladies 
Old Gentlemen and Couples

The institution is situated in the nicest part 
of the city. Very quiet. Chapel In the 
Home. Moderato Terme.

For particulars, apply to the
Mother Superior, 78 Yate 8t.

St. Catharines, Ontario, Canada
In Charge of the Carmelite Sisters D. C. J.

years ago,
Christ, and then consider what it 
has been since among people guided 
by Christian principles, then 
will have some idea of our motives 
for rejoicing today. When Christ 
came, the majority of mankind was 
in slavery, without honor, without 
freedom, without hope. They were 
sunk into the lowest depths of im­
morality and crime. He taught 
them new doctrines concerning the 
duties of man to man, of the strong 
to the weak, of the rich to the poor, 
of man to woman. He inculcated 
the mutual duty of love add charity.
He sent those who loved Him to feed 
the hungry, to give drink to the 
thirsty, to clothe the naked, to 

the captive and to visit the 
sick. He laid special stress upon 
the virtues of purity, meekness, 
humility, patience, faith and love. 
These doctrines of Christ were in­
strumental in securing the abolition 
of slavery, popular rights, free gov­
ernment, protection of children and 
the poor, in bringing knowledge 
within the reach of all and in 
spreading over the whole world 
institutions of charity.

Is it any wonder then that we 
rejoice today and fpel that heaven 
is brought nearer tti us ? Angels 

„ are, no doubt, singing around us at 
this moment and assisting us to be 
more fervent in our acts of thanks­
giving and praise. For it is a day 
of universal joy and the angel’s 
message has not been received in 
vain.

But if it is a day of rejoicing for 
all, it seems to me to be in a special 
manner a day of rejoicing for the 
poor and afflicted. The poor seem 
to be the especial favorites of 
Christ. He was born in poverty. 
He, to Whom the whole world be­
longed, was born in a stable, desti­
tute of the comforts of life. His 
parents were poor, and His first 
adorers on earth were poor, hard­
working, mountain shepherds. And 
afterwards He pointed out as one of 
the signs that He was theMessiah that 
" The poor have the Gospel preached 
to them.” And one of the charac­
teristic marks of His Church seems 
to be that it is the Church of 
the poor. Is not today, then, in a 
special manner a day of rejoicing 
for the poor ?

When we cast our eyes on that 
Divine Infant wrapped in swad­
dling clothes, lying on a little bunch 
of straw in a stable on that cold 
December night, can we complain 
any more of our poor and wretched 
lot ? When we see that God-man 
suffering from cold and privation, 
can we refuse to suffer and bear our 
trials and tribulations patiently for 
His sake ? When we reflect on the 
humble and abject birth of the Son 
of God, shall we any longer have 
those proud thoughts because of our 
wealth, our clothing or our beauty ? 
No. Let us practice those virtues 

1 especially taught by the Infant Jesus 
in the manger at Bethlehem. Let 
us practice the Godlike virtues of 
humility, poverty and mortification, 
and try as much as possible to 
imitate Him who came on earth to 
show us the way to heaven.

He humbled Himself by becoming 
man. By humility He began and 
completed His victory over hell. 
He chose as His friends and apostles 
the humble. And He says to His 
followers, “ Learn of Me because I 
am meek and humble of heart.”

He was rich, but for our sake 
became poor that by his poverty we 
might become rich. His whole life, 
from the crib of Bethlehem to the 
cross on Calvary’s heights, was one 
continual series of suffering and 
mortification endured for sinful 
man. Without these virtues, and 
especially without humility, no 
progress can be made on the road to 
heaven.

For as pride is the source of 
almost all sin, so humility is the 
foundation of all virtue.

Is there not much, then, to cause 
us to rejoice on this day ? And 
should it not be a day of happiness 
and joy to all the world ?

But, although it is a day of re- 
" joicing for all, and especially for 

the poor, there are some so weighed 
down with poverty and misery as to 
be unhappy. If you know of any 
such, try to make him happy, at 
least at this joyful season by reliev­
ing his wants. Those who do so 

be assured that their own
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GOITREI feel the blessing of your hand, 
I hear you laugh and speak.

KV,ransom rliji for troc Booklet 2, which 
tolls how a Monk’s Famous Medi­
cine will dissolve your goitre at 
homo. Taken inwardly - acts 
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unnecessary. One bottle has 
shown remarkable results. Write 
to-day.
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When Christ is in your hand—
Oh ! don’t forget your father’s 

grave r
And poor old Ireland

THE MONK CHEMICAL CO., Ltd. 
Suite 24,

Street, Toronto, Canada 
Phone Main 6489"And without riches of this sort, 

the world cannot exist, at least not ! 
in a civilized state. Next to relig­
ion, indeed vitally connected with 
it, the most important thing in this 
world is mother-love. The birth- 
controllers are doing their best, 
not consciously, perhaps, but none 
the less earnestly, to destroy it.

In its place, they claim, they will 
supply economic sufficiency. Never 
din Satan concoct a lie more stupid. 
No nation lifts its people to eco­
nomic sufficiency by first inducing 
them to destroy a social factor of 
incalculable value, and then by 
training them to seek pleasure and 
shirk duty. No individual ever 
achieved independence except 
through sacrifice. The birth-con­
trollers would destroy that spirit, 
too. The love that is the heart of a 
mother, with its tenderness, its pity, 
its sacrifice, its absolute selfless­
ness, they try to set aside, replac­
ing by methods which would not be 
countenanced on a respectable 
stock-farm. For sacrifice of any 
kind is abhorrent to the soft, 
flabby, shirking perversion which is 
their nature.
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The morn is come, alanna,
And I'm kneeling where you knew 
The little shrine of Mary 
Used to smile on me and you.
I’ve placed the flowers and candles 
For the Mass that might have been, 
But my eyes, agra, can’t find their 

rest,
My joy is all within.
I’ll make my heart your altar 
And my breast a house of prayer, 
And Jesus, at your holy word,
Will tabernacle there.
I’ll wait for you at morning,
And I’ll pray with you till noon, 
And every eve I’ll dream of you, 
My own Soggarth aroon.

>aga
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tion, biliousness and bilious head­
aches.
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:yThe quickest way to arouse the 
liver to healthful action is by use 
of Dr. Chase’s Kidney^-Liver Pills. 
Continued use will insure lasting 
relief, correct the whole digestive 
system and purify the blood.

Mrs. Wm. Barten, Hanover, 
Ont., writes :

“For some lime I suffered from liver 
trouble. There was a hard, bearing- 
down feeling in my back wbseh 1 could 
not get rid of. Some one advised me 
to try Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills. 
1 did to, and found them excellent. 
The dragging feeling in my hack dis­
appeared and 1 fell much benefited 
generally. 1 have great confidence in 
Dr. Chase's Kidney-Liver Pills, and 
always keep them on hand for general

SEND FOR PRICE LIST

S. ROBERTS
THE NIGHT BEFORE 

CHRISTMAS
531 C Manning Avc. Toronto

“ 'Tis the night before Christmas”—
I whisper the rhyme,

And wander in fancy 
To “once upon a time.” \
see the big fireplace,
The girls and the boys,

The long, heaped-up-stockings,
The drums and the toys. t

“ ’Tis the night before Christmas”— 
So old, and so new !

With all of its dreamings 
So good and so true.

I see all the faces 
Forgotten so long,

And out of the twilight 
There murmurs a song.

“ ’Tis the night before Christmas”— 
And here by my grate,

The past rises, glowing ;
The years lose their weight ;

The boy-days come trooping 
At memory’s call,

And gleam in the embers 
That flicker and fall.

“ 'Tis the night before Christmas”— 
Ah, could I but clutch 

The gold of my fancies !
’Twould go at my touch !

The shouts and the laughter.
Now sweet to my ear,

Would shrink to a silence 
Too deep and too drear.

“ ’Tis the night before Christmas”— 
Remembrances stir 

As sweet as the cherished 
Frankincense and myrrh.

And hark ! As the visions 
Grow dim to the sight,

There comes : “Merry Christmas ! 
And, bay-days, good-night.
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Swellings usually 
mean inflamed tissue. 
Absorbine, Jr. gently 
rubbed on the swollen 
part will quickly re­
duce the inflammation, 
and the swelling with

APPLYING BUSINESS TO 
RELIGION

When the omnipotent and all- 
loving God strove to make men un­
derstand what He meant when He 
said that He loved them, He com­
pared his love to the love of a 
mother for her child. God they 
could not understand. But any 
man, not made utterly inhuman 
through sin. can understand what 
is meant by a mother’s love. That 
beautiful ideal likewdse the birth- 
controllers destroy. To say that 
they debase men and women to the 
level of the brute is unjust to the 
brute. A brute has neither intelli-

I

There is a movement, unconscious 
perhaps, in this country to place all 
our religious works and institutions 
on a strictly business basis. Modern 
methods of efficiency in this line are 
being widely adopted, with most 
beneficial results in every way.

Recently two Catholic business 
men of Pittsburgh engaged to run 
an article a day for a year in the 
leading newspapers of that city.
This announcement contains daily 
an explanation of the Catholic posi­
tion on some point of doctrine or 
public policy. The aim is to reach 
the thousands of fair-minded non- 
Catholies who are ignorant of Cath­
olic teachings and who, therefore, 
look with distrust on anything that 
emanates from the Church. The 
belief is strong that an immense 
amount of good can thereby be 
accomplished.

There is little doubt but that the 
average American is inclined to be 
fair on such matters. He has been 
fed up on malicious propaganda 
since youth. He has been taught by 
outsiders that the Catholic Church 
is a monster, a sneak,\ a shrewd 
thief of souls, and that Catholics 
cannot be good citizens since they 
pay some kind of allegiance to a 
foreign Pope. It is but natural that 
these ideas should remain in the 
popular mind unless they are 
eradicated by a truthful presenta­
tion of facts. This is the very 
object of the articles which the 
business men have arranged to pub- 
li h. The cost to these zealous Cath­
olic rilen will be about eight thou­
sand dollars, while the good they are 
destined to achieve is incalculable.

Would it not be possible for pros­
perous Catholics in other large 
centers of population to emulate 
the activity of their eastern breth­
ren ? The cost would be compara­
tively small, while the results for To every heart that’s aching, 
God and country would prove last- May peace and comfort come, 
ing in a large way. . And may an outlook rosy

This is an opportunity for some of Supplant each outlook glum ; 
our loud-mouthed “prominent Cath- May friends now separated 
olics,” who are to be found in Soon reunited be, 
every community, to give proof And everyone find gladness 
of their real prominence.—Catholic Upon this Christmas tree. 
Bulletin.

it.Dr. Chase’s Kidney-Liver Pills, 
one pill a dose, 25c a box, all 
dealers, or Edmanson, Bates & 
Co., Limited, Toronto.

Though powerful, Ab­
sorbine, Jr. is absolutely 
harmless, and can be used 
with safety and comfort. 

. It is a dependable anti- 
septic and germicide. 
Keep it handy.

$1.25 a bottle 
at most druggists'

W. F. YOUNG. Inc.
344 St. Paul St., Montreal
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mmNewfoundland Representative : * 
Gerald S. Doyle, St. John’s.
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of the paper, and a non-
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Editor
Catholic, adds the following state­
ment to the minister’s remarks :

“ Religious instruction appears to 
be the scarcest thing in the world. 
Both child and adult receive all 
sorts of instruction and advice ad 
infinitum, but actual authoritative 
teaching of God’s law is neglected 
apparently from the cradle to the
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Write to Clnclnnstl Roll Foundry Co.. Cincinnati. (X
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New Catholic Supply Housegrave.
“ Probably this is not trufe of the 

Roman Catholic Church, bpt it cer­
tainly applies to many Protestant 
communions.

“ Every church has a Sunday 
school, but there is not time in that 
brief afternoon hour for real religi­
ous instruction. Religion is barred 
from the Public schools. It is rarely 
or never mentioned by parents in 
the home, and it should not be sur­
prising that we are raising up a 
generation of men and women who 
are ‘boneheads’ when it comes to 
knowledge of God and His laws. 
Incidentally, they are slaves of 
pleasure, and many of them develop 
into very bad citizens.

“ The Catholic Church under­
stands the value of giving religious 
instruction to the child. It acts on 
the principle that if religion is 
ground into fhe plastic mind in the 
years of childhood, it will never be 
forgotten in after years. And the 
principle is correct.

“ Among Protestant bodies, per­
haps the staunchest religionists are 
the hardy Scotch and their descend-

New and Complete Stock of Religious 
Articles Arriving from EuropeA CHRISTMAS WISH

Wherever there is sickness,
May Santa Claus bring health ; 

Wherever there is poverty,
May Santa Claus bring wealth : 

Wherever one is weeping,
May tears to smiles give way ; 

Wherever sadness liovars,
May joy come Christmas day.
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