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GARDEN & ORCHARD

THE FARMER’S ADVOCATE.

holdings—20 acres or so, all in orchard—is com-
ing. “In ten or twenty-five vears," he said,

The Lake Ontario Apple Belt.

(Concluded from last issue, page 1435.)
The first orchard in this district dates back

has been in the Lovekin
Farmers came from all sides to get apples fr

Lovekin, maintains the family traditions, and

in bearing. The ranks of young trees stand
The ground is carefully cultivated.
Mr. l.ovekin upholds the Lake Ontario apy

‘“ Why,”” he said, ‘“twenty
would grow as much as the entire crop of Briti
Columbia.”’ The W. H. Gibson referred to

president of the local Apple-growers’ Associatio

ture. ‘““There are few spots
growth of an orchard,”” remarked Mr. Loveki
natural drainage apd with no cold bottom.’

‘“ Thousands of trees used to be brought
here from Rochester,”’ said Mr. TLovekin,
now the trees come, for the most part, fro
Wentworth County nurseries,
from there being like a
Rouhester. Like other growers of

three-year-old fro

nures, putting most of his barnyard manure C
the orchard.
orchard, as making the fruit color better. M
with the trees twenty feet apart in the rows. 1§

plants quick-bearing trees, like Wealthy or Duc

tention of having the permanent trees
chard 40 feet by 33 feet apart.
vocates co-operation on the part of the
growers in disposing of their product,

in the o

from Ncwcastle have the name of being the be

boxes for the fancy London trade.
As to this year's crop, Mr. T.ovekin thinks i
will be as light as last year's. AL AL

be a three-quarter crop, but W. H. ({ibson
this pessimistic, and is of the opinion
average crop would be nearer the mark.

the Apple-growers’ Association. He
neglected orchard, and raised its
barrels to 125. The first
apples from it than had heen
whole previous history.
less than an acre of land, and is a stone's throw
from Newcastle Station.

Albert Colwill is an enthusiastic
the Ben Davis as a profitable apple for the gZrow-

produce
vear he got
grown

productive at that age as a Spy at
The apple is showy, and one which
especially to the big hotel trade.
Snow, and has excellent keeping qualities, though
it is inclined to be woody . Mr. Colwill has
found that, by grafting a Spy on a Tolman Sweet

fifteen years
sells readily,
It looks like g

or a Pewaukee, he can gain five years in bring-
ing the Spy into bearing. Mr. Colwill sees a fu
ture for the early apples of this district in the
Western market.

How long does it take an orchard {o come in
to bearing ? Mr. Colwill has had 25
200 trees, 120 trees of five years, and 80 trees of
four years. While the trees are maturing, a hoe
Crop may be grown under them, or profit may he
made from:berries. On July 12th, one Newcastle
man sold a consignment of berries from such g
patch, at 124 cents a quart, in Peterborough \

barrels on

strip between the rows may be sown to grain
even after the trees are in bearingr.
Mr. Colwill says that farm land in this dis

trict, with an orchard of fifteen to twenty-year-
old trees is worth from $500 to $1,000 an acre.

" 'I'he only thing which would lead me to put a
price on my farm,’” said Mr. Colwill, “ would be
the 1mahility to get labor. At present we are
dependent on s day labor, for which we pav $1.50

! from 7 a.m. to 6 p. m., with holi-

vien can leave at a moment’s no-
"' thinks that the day of small

the time when Richard Il.ovekin planted six acres
of seedlings among the stumps on the farm which
family for 118 years.

the proud owner of an 80-acre orchard of 5,000
young trees, besides a good orchard of older trees

regularly as an army on a crest of rising ground.

and is looked up to in the neighborhood as the
court of last appeal in the matter of apple cul-
adapted to the

‘““ The best soil for a long-lived tree is one with

‘“ but
a two-year-old tree

the Wistrict,
Mr. Lovekin has not vet gone in for artificial m

He believes in applying lime in the

Lovekin plants his trees in rows thirty feet apart,

ess, as fillers alternately with Spies, with the in-

Mr. Lovekin ad-
apple- Mr.
instancing
what may be done by the fact that apples shipped
st sides being cheaper than

/ Colwill,
Reeve of Newcastle, thought that there would only
thinks
than an

What can be done by modern methods has heen
well illustrated by Thomas Montague, treasurer of
took a
from 3

more
there in its
The orchard stands on

advocate of

er. It comes into bearing in five years, and is as

“you will see whole families getting their living
on such farms, spraying, packing, repacking, ma-
nuring and pruning.’’

The gross returns from such an orchard, Mr.
to Colwill estimates as follows : 40 trees to the
acre, 5 barrels to the tree, §2 a barrel sold on
the tree ; return from one acre, $100. This is
subject, of course, to deduction for loss by wind
om and weather, as well as for cost of cultivation.

this orchard, which is a couple of miles from W. H. B. Chaplin has been mentioned as hav-
Newcastle. J. P. Lovekin, son of Richard, ing. made a success at storing. He has eleven
started a nursery, from which many a tree may acres in bearing, and says it is enough for one
be found on farms hereabout. His son, Fred man. He hires two men for nine’' days when it is

iS necessary to spray, and from six to ten men for
picking, from the beginning of September to
about the 20th of October. For picking, Mr.
as  Chaplin uses a couple of hundred bushel boxes,
made of slats, with interstices to permit the free
circulation of air. The early apples are picked

le  into these, and are allowed to stand in them in
belt against even the far-famed Okanagan Valley.

men like Will Gibson

the barn to cool. Should rain or frost interfere
with picking operations, the men can be employed
sh  packing the apples in the barn into barrels. They
is are headed up with No. 3's on top, which, being
n, small, offer a flat surface, and, on repacking, the
larger apples are found to be not bruised. The
barrels are stored on their sides in the cellar,
tier above tier to the ceiling. The barrels are
n. raised slightly from the gravel floor on poles laid
at right angles to the barrels. Mr. Chaplin’s
cellar has a capacity for 600 barrels. He leaves
in  the windows open till the snow flies, so that it
may be perfectly cool. The apples are raised from
m  the cellar, and repacied as the market requires.
As has been said. this year Mr. Chaplain repacked
m  his last Spies on June 18th. Sometimes not
more than four or five apples in a barrel are
a- found to be decayed when opened for repacking.
on Mr. Chaplin keeps a few swarms of bees, not for
their honey; but for sterilizing the blossoms to se-
r. cure a good set of fruit. He plows up and

seeds down his orchard in alternate years.
Ie A visit to Mr. sibson’s farm, where he has 80

h- acres in bearing, was of great interest. The or-
chard, of course, is on g wholesale scale. The
r- Spraying, for instance, is done with a gasoline

motor, which scatters 150 gallons in 40 minutes.
Gibson ntakes it g practice to seed a twelve-
foot strip under his trees in grass, and to cut the
grass to form a sod mulch, He finds that, he-

cultivating under the

on the Glasgow and L.Liverpool markets. The trees, this method results in belter-colored fruit.
product of most of these orchards finds its way He cultivates, of course, between the rows, which
to the Old Country, whither the first shipment are 35 feet apart, The trees are 26 feet apart
was made by Dan Simmons forty years ago. The in the rows. .

trade opened up by Simmons at Colborne and Mr. Giibson bointed proudly to a row of eight-
Brighton now requires storage warehouses with a Year-old trees of the Stark  variety. A tape
capacity of 200,000 barrels. The shipments are measure on the trunk showed 154 inches. They
made in barrels for the commission trade, and in were in bearing, and this year a\érnge about two

bushelg, \s president of the fruit-growers’ as-
t sociation, Mr. Gibson maintained the claims of
H‘m I.ake Ontario belt to be Known as the fruit
district ahove all others of the Dominion. It
;l\\':;;l]mz)r\;*rditq\!x'rll(‘(t'lr.thP acreage, he declared, of the
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Editor ** The Farmer's Advocate " -
As a constant and
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Fox-farming on P. E. Island.

A FAST-EXTENDING AND PROFITABLE IN-
DUSTRY.
Editor ** The Farmer's Advocate ' :
The greatest boom that ever struck Prince

Edward Island is at its height just now. Eighteen
or twenty years ago, a man named Oulton starte
fox-breeding in the western end of the Province
He was alone in the business for a number of
years, and little attention was paid to his experij-

ment. He raised black foxes and marketed the
skins in London, some of them at a very high
price, but he kept his methods and successes

pretty much to himself, and did not-offer any of
his foxes alive, rather preferring to Keep the busi-
ness all to himself.

But after a time it dawned on his
that the business was very lucrative, and they
began to prepare to have a share in it. The ditti-
culty was to get stock to start with, as the only
man in the business did not want to sell. He be-
Ing a noted trapper, had begun with wild foxes,
and, by crossing the red and black, had been suc-
cessful, in a few years in having them all breed
black ones. )

After a time, however, he was prevailed on to
sell a pair to a neighbor, and another ranch was
started. The business then began to attract at-
tention, as it was noted that in an incredibly

neighbors

short time men engaged in it became rich. Then
a mild boom in fox-ranching began. Men of
limited means progured red foxes, which were

cheap, and easily obtaiged and crossed them with
a black male, succeeding in getting many of the
progeny of the first cross black. By following on
selecting and breeding to.black males, they soon
established the color in all the progeny. This be-
ing found possible, a gregater boom naturally fol-

lowed. and Increasing numbers of farmers rushed
into the business. Those few who had estab-
lished ranches earlier now began to sell their

stock to beginners, instead of slaughtering for the
shins.  Prices then bounded upward as the demand
for breeding stock increased, and those who had
well-stocked ranches made big money in a short
titne. Thus the boom increased, until to-day good
black foxes are selling in pairs at from four to
Six thousand dollars Still there is no sign of a
halt ; men are coming from the United States and
baving the highest prices for breeding stock. In
the breeding of foxes they are mated in
The average litter 18 about four, and the
three to nine. One breeder told me that
was a litter of eight.
The ranches where
generally located

pairs.
range is
his best

these foxes are raised are
in a quict grove, preferably con-
taining a4 lot of underbrush, making as nearly
natural conditions gas possible. The ranch, the
size of which is regulated by the number of foxes,

is enclosed with strong wire netting on a frame

which rests on g concrete wall which goes to the
solid, so that the foxes cannot burrow out under
it. I'ken, inside, each female fox hasg a house or

den, as it s called, |

arge m](mgh to accommodate
her and her family .

The entrance to the den is
by a spout, which 1S Just large enough at the
outer end to allow gz fOX to pass through. There
are also doors in the dens through which men can
enter, hut these are generally kept lochked.

The male foxes have each one jts own den and
a small yard for exercise,

T\nt\\'ithst;lmling the high prices  for

. & breeding
N & I appreciative reader of “The stock, the business is stil sbreading rapidly N(‘\:
g;;nur}.s tA\d\u(‘e\!n, I must agree in the main ranches are heing Started almost J\m‘\' day and
WILth what our friend Rube,’”” j 7 i y ‘ T \ r i
2 N your issue of those with smaller  capital are i i ¢
it t fr ) g ‘ the E apital are  buying singlé
y & lkit 1 ‘_th, has to Say on the ahove topic, as- foxes or bairs, and putting them in ranches on
A ; " srienecac & o : )
beclally “his experiences with the hoss or hogses Shares. Good money has hewn
over the hours of . '

work, the dividing up of the

work, time spent in gossiping (which s

o made this way by
‘eginners who get the necessary capital to

ranches wit} t risl o
very con- ¢ €S without risking (oo muct
siderable £ 3 e ings of ' with
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that does not .
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foxes should fall off,
drop to the price of
those who have well-

he price would necessarily

he oW : .
e shing [Sven then,

I feel sure | I 'he hosses would, stocked ranches won|( have g ‘ery lucrative busi
: ‘. e amply compensate] by 1} A ness, c ar . x . ) : i
) J : e more - compared with ordinar ;
ready co e o L > S s . ary rarming. It looks
of “,] operation riven by satisfied] men,  some as if the businegg would spread, as ‘lgtl(‘m]n(l h\';
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