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<l RENOR
‘A Retrospect.

] G before the D ;
layw m h%wgm?n
s« Watchman, tell us of the night?” * Cloud

overhead but bright and clear in the East, and all’s

By this quaint- illustration from olden days
custom may we not aptly describe the present
condition of the Shorthorn interest. It is without
doubt cloudy,- “ but all’'s well,” and I -think if we
take a re 3t of the last year’s operations
there may be lessons learned which may not only
prove interesting and instructive, but also profit-

able.
In the first it is « ht and- clear in the
East.” If we will consider the situation in England,

we must confess the ‘outlook is decidedly bright.
Prices have been fully maintained, two notable
sales have taken place, at each of which higher
were realized than for some time; while
e high-water mark for years past has i
reached, that of one thousand guineas or tive thou-
andpldoll&r&pd : has 2?‘“1: Amel:bi:;’ b::n aiﬂ;:
prin p not only in num t
quality ; the best that could be purchased
have n sec and price apparently was not
thought of so long as they were enabled to get the
best. In connection with this trade there are some
facts to which I wish to direct your thoughts.
The first is the continued demand for bulls. t
year, in dra your attention to the fact, I
asked : ‘‘Oan nothing be done to get a slice of this
trade?” Sarely our climate, the crops, and amount
of snnshine must more nearly assimilate with that
of Argentine than does that of E:gla.nd. upon
whose domain the poet informs vs the sun never
sets, yeb for weeks and weeks ther she fails to
rise, at least to the naked eye. It may be urged,
you have not the stock. My reply is that there are
no Shorthorns worth buying in England or Scot-
land with which we cannot claim kinship for some
of ours. Moreover, I make this startling state-
ment, that whereas $7,600 is the most that has been
d for one animal, as far as I am aware, to come
the North American continent; $35,000 has been
paid by Eoglishmen for one bred here, and for
years England’a breeders came here for their bulls,
so that argument does not hold good.
It-had been anticipated when last I addressed
you that the Government of the day contemplated
getting closer in touch with the stock breeders by
appointing one who knew their wants, and who
was, as it might be, one of themselves, with whom
to consult, etc. It seemed to me as though one of
the duties of such an appointee would be to enquire
into the condition of forei markets and the
chance of securing an outlet for our surplus cattle,
sheep,- and horses. It is a matter with which
private enterprise, as far as our breeders are con-
cerned, can y grapple. We have been so
heavily handicapped of late that but few can
afford to grapple with the question single-handed.
The thought arises, would it be advisable to divert
a small sum from the surplus of the Association
towards a.ssistinf to ascertain cost of transporta-
tion, facilities of shipping, and best course to
pursued towards getting a footing.
Secondly—That most of these bulls are being

bought to get steers, and so successfully have they
been used that the steers shipped to Eaglish mar-
kets compare favorably with ours, so that if we

expect to be in the race at all, it behooves our steer
breeders to awake to the fact that $50 bulls cannot
compete with $500 ones as steer getters, and that
they must buy better bulls and be prepared to pay
the breeder comspondinglihigher prices.
Thirdly—If these South American Republics,
with their depreciated currency, and with the con-
sequent big premium on gold, can s&y such high
prices, are we to assume they could pay bigger if
their national finances were on a sounder foun-
dation. I am not a silverite, but I am almost per-
suaded when I see such results, and more than a
passing thought is their due. Amnother phase of
the English situation is the interest taken in the
dairy Shorthorn, and there is evidence that a boom
in that direction is at hand, and so persistent are
the believers in the value of the Shorthorn as a
dairy animal that there are heard mutterings of a
break from the parent society, and the establish-
ment of a new Record even, as the breeders of the
Lincolnshire reds have done. The views of Mr.
Bates are gradually being more and more impressed
upon the breeders of England: ¢ That milk, butter
and even cheese were of almost equal importance
with beef in‘the selection of a breed of cattle.”
Turning to ourselves, * Cloudy overhead but
clear in the East” may pretty accurately describe
our situation. Cloudy indeed, but I believe - that
the god of morn is surely rising high in the East
and dispelling those clouds. The first rift I note
is the assurance that quarantine is to be removed.
No such calamitous -blow was ever dealt at the
cattle industry than the quarantine and tuberculin
combination. It paralyzed the breeder’s efforts,
destroyed his enterprise, and circumscribed his
territory. Fresh blood may now be instilled in our
herds, and the race for England’s markets with
South America is made more equal, and with the
establishment of the dead meat trade I see the
clouds rising higher and higher, and the golden
lining apoearing ; and with a free field we ask no
favors., Though Argentine may have a kinder
climate, we can more than offset that by the skill
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and. perseverance of our breeders. ough the
United States may have a luxuriant corn belt, and
naturally many advantages, still we have our root

crop to counterbalance, and our are more
thorough in their methods and pent ; and
though handicapped in many ways we hesitate not

with them. And now
that the clogs to our i are likely to be
removed, I hope you each may as sanguine as I
do, and' that at our next annual you may
echo the watchman of old’s cry: ‘“All's well!”
“All's well 1 ;

-+ Why Do We Breed Shorthorns?
[Paper read at the annual meeting of the Dominion Shorthorn
Breeders® Association, February Srd, 1897.]
BY A. W. SMITH, MAPLE LODGE, ONT.

To this question probably almost every breeder
would answer “to make money,” and no doubt
quite correctly, and yet the breeder who is in the
business simply to make money is seldom & success
as a breeder, and almost an inj to the breed.
The most successful breeders have doubtless helped
having in view the
for which they were V-
ing. Bates, with beautiful, , broad-
backed favorites, always giving the owner & hand-
some profit thmu&h the , agide from the great
improvement in the beefing qualities of the cattle,
ge resul l:rt;t their cross upon the ordinary cattle of

e country. -

The Booths, and those breeding to their type,
made fortune, as well as fame, with their
large, heavy-fleshed cattle, selling profitably then,
because of their massiveness and msmeu to fatten.

And, the Scottish breeders, with Cruick-
shank in the lead, after years of patient ver-
ance won abundant reward for ﬂodu still
another and different one which, following
those already mentioned and filling in a n
quality to suit the in demand, built up a
smaller class of cattle, mstmjngqnieklygndpm g
profitable almost whenever used j ously.

And the breeders of to-day, who,

itableness -of the

aside
all false prejudice to‘gllgree. gut.har the best
fromt.he';niiitofthela r of all these bene- | Hood

breed, and, as a master with a
few bold strokes of the brush uces a picture
which captivates the world, so these breeders pro-
duce the tmfof beast which will bring a full, ripe
carcass of of good size, with a massive ap)

factors of the

Marshall’s extrem
 10067; Mr. William
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. The chief event in the agricultural world here
since I last wrote was the Scottish Stallion Show
at G w on Friday. Many horses were
exhibited ; we bave seen better, and we have also
seen worse. Horses are a good deal bigger than
they were; Judﬂes have accepted the inevitable,
and sacrificed a little beauty for the sake of greater
substance and strength. We do not-see that there
has been any ce of quality. The weather
this gu- was exceedingl sagreeable. It was
dry above, but mhenbls amp below. In point of
number the show was deficient as com ith
last year, Theagodhomswhlchoom?tedforthe
Glas district premium were not a lot of startling
merit; we have seen better at a Glasgow spring
show, and at the same time let itho”gldnhd we
have seen worse, The short leet sel by the
ud (Messrs. John Anderson, Middle »

hettleston ; Alex. Harvie, Ni and
Rodger, of Crook) were Mr. Riddell’s two black
horses, Lora.Wolseley 9577, and Moneycorn ; Mr.

¥ handsome horse, Hiawatha
ark’s thick, compact, short-
legged horse, Royal Exchange 10000, son of Sis
Everard 5353, which won the premi two yea
ago; Mr. A. Jacknon’-mb and heavy, but
Drairoad 10104 which stood well wp last year, and
w ] Y
e o Ly

cRobbie’s very heavy, massive horse,
Stephen 9363, which lmvp’rovu :i.th
md!l‘hojn;l‘pntookamﬂ longtimotodemo
o bk S T
torthothhdumceonr.nﬁcn'u,n, ycorn. This
horse’s sire, Prince of Albyn, won the premium i

a three-year-old in 1886, and was & hor
nhhnoomdweight;mm ce of Wi
out of one of the mares which
brought from England. Moneycorn wes
years well, and was
CAUSeWAY ;

ance, at an age unthought of in the earlier days of | 9650,

the breed, milking qualities to recom-
mend them as the cattle for the general farmer,
and stamped with that grace and n
in the successful show animal of Y.
breeders attain to an ideal type that is higher
that of the past and leaves more profit than is pos-
sible to the mam who is breeding simply: for the
money there is in it.

All these breeders have worked and thought and
waited for the realization of a desire to uce a

t; approaching more or less closely to an ideal | ¥
.ﬂ’:..f e rodueeg y

first in their own im on
and will
small, which is sure to fo
benefit to the breed.

On the other hand, then, is the speculating caj

ow. They are always a

be | italist, who may invest largely in Shorthorns (a’

benefit to some individual breeders very often, I will
admit), as has been done so frequently in the past,
and then breed simply on paper or from pedigree,
and whose highest ambition as to improvement
mady be to * corner ” some family or strain of blood,
and by systematic booming force them up in l{)ﬂee.
made them fashionable, if he be
adroit and does not foolishly imagine himself a
breeder in the best sense, he will sell out, making
some monelr, but seventy-five per cent. of the pur-
chasers will loose. The result: injury, and some-
times almost disaster to the breed.

A more numerous class of breeders at the pres-
ent time, as well as the t, and whose injury to
the breed is now far-reaching, is composed of those
men who, being quick to follow in the wake of
other men who to them seem to be making money,
they perhaps see bull calves selling for $100 or over,
and count a clear profit of $75 or $80 over the steers
they have been raising, purchase a cow or two, and
then, without any idea of the animal they wish to
breed, simply have the cows raise calves. The sire

Then, havin

may be very inferior, of a type likely to be avoided |
altogether by the skilfull breeder, yet they expect |

their calves to sell for $100, and of course they are
disappointed ; they forget that they have not pur-
chased the skill and experience of a successfu
breeder, that they have not, as he very often has
done, patiently for years sold his sarplus for one-
half the price he now gets, yet determinedly breed-
ing for the improved type he has in view.

This class of breeders become disfusted with the
breed, and not because of any fault of that breed, but
because of error in their own judgment, and, being
dissatisfied with themselves, as quickly as possible
dispose of what they consider then a losing prop-
erty ; or, worse, allow them to degenerate throug
continued ill-mating and carelessness, and then
denounce the result or effact as the cause of that
same result, and, through citing their disappoint-
ment, cause further injury to the breed by discour-
aging men who would be a benefit to the breed,
and a credit to the ranks of the breeders, from in-
vesting as they would because of their natural love
for a good and comely beast that they can raise
with reasonable promise of profit and shape to
their own taste, always being a source of profit as
well to the established breeder.

to accept such Hroﬂt.. though sometimes | 1

' He is, to our thinking,

after for d t societies, aud t
premium horse for manna.
awarded to Mr. Peter Crawford fo
Prince of Carruchan 8151, whose
to last has been notable enough.
Mr. John M , Ohalloch
seen in public a t
in 1890, where hé was first. He enjoys the ue
distinction of never having worn a second
ticket in his life. He was atthe H. & A. 8, in
1800, 1891 and 1898, and he was first at G
wshowinlm-ndlm. To crown all, on
on he carried off the Cawdor Challe:

for the second time, and so won it ontﬂghm
popular owner, Mr. Peter Orawford. Second
was awarded to Mr. David Riddell for his h
young horse, Good Gift,which in the
second as a three-year-old in the same yard..
This is one of the produce of Gallant Prince, and
his dam, Lothian Queen, was a very fine prize mare,
the sweetest kind of horse
Gallant Prince has yet produced. He has excellent
feet and legs, and is very thick and wide. Mr.
Marshall’s Hh;ntgia' wuuthlri(lll. th.:d ll:‘:hh had
ample revenge for his position previous class,
as he now beat far heavier competitors than those

laced in front of him before. His breeder was Mr.

'm. Hunter, Garthland Mains, and his sire was

Prince Robert, 7135, which once won in this same

‘class. Mr. Kilpatrick’s celebrated old horse, Prince
1 | of Kyle 7155, was a strong fourth. He once won

the Cawdor Cup, and has grutl{ improved in re-
cent years, having thickened out wonderfully and
gathered substance. Mr. McRobbie’s PrinceS ¥
which followed, is a fine useful horse; and the sixth,
Mr. Pilkington’s Oou:lt‘y Member 10051, has wonder-
ful sweetness and quality. Mr. Jackson’s Prince of
Craigend 10104 was seventh. It is worth noticing
that the dams of the fourth, fifth, and seventh were
Darnley mares.

Three-year-olds were quite & superior class of
horses, and as the two sets of judges practically
corroborated one another, we need only mention
that Messrs. David Buchanan, Robert Renwick, and
John Whyte selected Mr. James Kilpatrick’s srutly
improved young horse, Cawdor Cup 10045, for the
Glasgow district premium. The other two judges,
Messrs. James Lockhart and William Kerr, also
selected him for first {)lace in the open class, and
there was no doubt at all about his title to the
place. Last year this %reat colt appeared at this
same show a lean, unfed two-year-old, with quite




