
200

written it was, as the best testimony proves) at 
long intervals, over a space of some 1500 years, 
pursued through every various condition in which 
man can he placed, of ignorance, darkness, and 
light, with principles brought out into intended 
contrast, as the law and the gospel, yet never 
losing its perfect and absolute unity, or the rela
tionship of its parts, all this is passed over by these 
sceptics. They are not conscious of the existence 
of it. They have about as much knowledge of the 
Bible as a babe who took the dissected map, and 
would put together two parts that were antipodes, 
because they were coloured red, and would look 
pretty.
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Fragment.—in itself learning is a hindrance to 
the knowledge of God ; though His grace does as 
it pleases. It hinders the knowledge of Scripture 
and of God’s mind in it, because it leads the mind 
to another access of approach to these things, not 
the conscience, which is God’s xvay. Learning 
may meet learning, and if one man give false, 
another may meet it by the true ; but it cannot 
meet Scripture, and there is no learning in the con
science but that we are sinners. The mind is the 
subject of the Scripture, not the Scripture the sub
ject of the mind. In God’s way only have the 
Scripture to itself, and it meets all learning and 
needs none. God may give power to apprehend it 
to one more than another ; but it meets everything 
the proud heart of man can desire, and wants 
nothing else, but in spirit judges and divides all 
things to the thoughts and intents of the heart. 
This is applicable thoroughly and everywhere. 
What, for instance, has impeded the intelligence 
of prophecy so much as mixing up human history 
with it?
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