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each ask yourself the question. " How 
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The passage in Mark referring to the 
widow’s contribution (Mark 12. 41-44) en­
forces the truth of our subject. The 
treasury in front of the sanctuary, into 
which the widow and the other worshi­
pers put their givings, consisted of thir­
teen brazen chests, called trumpets, from 
their peculiar shape, swelling out bel 
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the money necessary to meet 
penses of church management. This lay­
man stated as the leading cause of the 
state of things In question, as follows : 
" The people don't give.” He stated 
that out of a membership of 600 in the 
church he represented, there were only 
WO giving weekly through the envelope.

his Is a sample case, and there is no 
reason to believe that it Is exc 
it is a lamentable conditi 
the great Methodist Church In Canada. 
And it Is time that loyal young Meth­
odists were considering the important 
subject of systematic and proportionate 
giving to the cause of God. and the vital 
relation between the prosperity of the 
Church and the consecrated givings of 
the people. It is true that nearly every 
church. If not every one, has Its number 
of liberal supporters; but the number 
who give ’’ as God has prospered them ' 
is far too small. Very few giv 
proportion of their income, and give it 
regularly. If all members of the Church, 
and all professing Christians would re­
cognize their duty and enjoy their privi­

lege in this regard, there would be no 
serious difficulty In the 
Tgement of the Church.
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ving heart—a mind made willing 
by knowledge of the divine claims; a 
heart made loving by reciprocating 
affection. “ We love him. because he 
first loved us.” As Jesus sat by the 
treasury, he beheld how the people pre­
sented their offerings. He was not only 
interested In the amount, but chiefly, as 
the narrative Indicates, in the manner 
and spirit of the giving.
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Wed., Apr. in. Salvation—for whom ' 
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Hat., Apr. I». Salvation a-* e|iltsl
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could. She did not say to herself. “ My 
farthing will look very small by the side 
of the gold coins of the rich people. It 
won’t help much at best. It isn’t worth 
putting in. Some one will laugh at me 
when they hear the farthing drop Into the 
trumpet, i think I won’t give 
those rich men support the temple.” If 
she had said this, as many poor people 
Bay in effect these days, she would have 
deprived herself of a personal blessing.
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LOOK AT YOUR NEIGHBORS.

Comparisons are sometimes hel| 
Think of this, young people. We 
Protestants, and claim an open Bible, 
and freedom from priestly dictatorship. 
But should we be less loyal and respon­
sive to the call of God and the Church 
because of this ? Should not the quali­
ties of loyalty and res( 
righteous appeal be all the more opera­
tive In us because of our Protestant prin­
ciples ? The Roman Church appears to 
have from its adherents the necessary 
means for the successful financial opera­
tion of its ecclesiastical enterprise 
Romanists feel and recognize the claims 
of the Church as not only Important. Imt 
vital. We may not endorse the methods 
which secure their fealty, imt we must 
admire their faithfulness, and should pro­
fit by It as an example. Submission to 
efficient leadership, practical endorse­
ment of methods of work, financial sup­
port of Church claims—these are things 
much needed now In Methodism Shall 
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not your own. As a Christian, what you
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ing is, let every one give something, and 
let that something indicate loving sacri­
fice for the créât cause of Christ and the 
Church. The motive, the intent, 
leading factor In determining the r

1. The assurance of God’s Word.
2. The testimony of our own spirit.
3. The testimony of God’s Spirit.
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