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The Organ; A Parable.
1Y REV. PROFESSOR JORDAN, D. D,

1 arrived at Sunderland in the afternoon of
May 17th, and reading the local journal
after tea, I noted that the organ of St. Peter's
Church was to be re-opened, that Canon
Body of Durham would preach the sermon,
and there would be an “augmented choir,”
As, though once a dweller, I am now a visi-
tor in England, 1 determined to take this
early opportunity of attending a Church of
England service. 1 was told that St. Peter’s
was a small church which really ought to be
a mission church, that there had been trou-
ble there over ritual, and in fact a relative of
mine had come full tilt against the law by
helping toexpel a wreredoo,” for it seems
that so far as the law is concerned it 1s a
much easier thing to place a structure in the
church than it is to take it out. The pre-
sent Vicar has the reputation of being “low”,
and certainly the church has that appear-
ance.  There service had no extravagances
or eccentricities ; it was of course, full choral,
that is, the things which may be “said or
sung” were all sung ; and the singing with
large preponderance of boys' voices, was
quite attractive, and in some respects inspir-

ng.

The church, which stands in a narrow side
street, not far from the busy thoroughfare, is
small and the congregation was not large,
consisting of, 1 should say, not more than a
hundred and fifty people. The organ which
was to be re-opened was a modest one, and
perhaps like other lowly people felt troubled
at the ceremony lavished on it. The preach-
er once referred to the “ittle organ,” and
there was a trace of apology as well asa
touch of tenderness in his tone. However
it is with the preacher more than the organ
with whom we are just now concerned.  In
my youth I heard Canon B)dy who was re
garded as a “ritualist” capable of preaching
an eloquent evangelistic sermon ; now he be-
gins to look aged but is fresh and vigorous,
and 1 was glad to hear him again. A cer-
tain Bishop once said to his Suffragan, re-
garding appeals that would be made for his
services, “ They will ask you to open
churches and chapels ; they will ask you to
open vestries ; they will ask you to open win-
dows and they will ask you to open um-
brellas.” I do not remember that he said
anything about opening Organs, but I can
certainly say that Canon Body opened, or
rather re-opened, the little organ in a man-
ner wort'y of a bishop.

Now for the sermon, which besides being
appropriate  was delivered with considerable
force marked at times by evangelical fervour,
and rose at times into real eloquence. The
text was Psalm 150, which had already been
sung, the subject, instrumental music in the
church, with special reference to the organ.
In these days of controversy we arc all,
Churchmen, Roman Catholics and Confor-
mists. agreed that it is right and expedient to
us: instrumental music in the service of the
church. When the preacher had made this
statement it seemed as if there was nothing
more to be said ; but herein was seen the
preacher’s rhetorical art, as he immed ately
proceeded to show that the problem was not
quite s €asy. For centuries instrumental
wmusic was not found in the services of the
Christian Church, it is not mentioned in the
Acts, and there are many converging lines
of proof to show that it was unknown for a
very long time.  In the East, that is in tne
Greek Church, it is not accepted yet, and it
was not generally accepted in the West untl
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the thirteenth century. Thomas Aquinas
said it was not admitted  lest the church
should seem to Judaize. And in the remote
districts  of Scotland  there 15 still a strong
antipathy among  pious people. Jenny
Geddes, so the preac her said, <howed hcr.
hatred in a vigorous manncr 10 “the Kist o
Whistles.,” Hence we must remember, (1)
that the use of instrumental music is not an-
cient, (2) the conservatism in this matter
of the Eastern Church, (3) the strong feel-
ing of devout S¢ sttish - people. But on the
other side 1t must be borne in mind that the
carly church had to kecp clear of all art; it
had no painting or s¢ ulpture, the reason
being that these noble things were 10 the
control of pagans and had been in many
ways degraded. In themselves, however,
they are not wrong. A thing of real heauty
is also a manifestation of truth.  Ultramon-
tanism, which isa form of error, devdlopes
ugly ant.  God rejoices 1 all embodiments
of truth ; the art which we use in his service
must express a part of his truth. ~ When the
Chnurch has conquered paganisi it could go
back to the example of the ancient Chure h.
In Solomon's temple, where musie was used,
the glory of the Lord filled the house Then
you say we ust go back also to the bleed-
ing sacrifices.  No! because all the truth
that centres round them 15 gathered up 1n
the true, eternal sacrifice of Jesus Christ

But music may still_form a part of a true,
intelligent worship. Let us then learn les:
sons from the organ, and from the present
season. How did the disciples spend the
days between Faster and Whitsuntide or
Pentecost?  In praying hoping tor, and
expecting the Holy Ghost.  On that depend
ed their power to live the new Christian life.
We may take then the organ as a parable of
this life. (1) The organ s not one pray
but many, each stop gives a d fferent kind of
music and these different tones are brought
together in w ndertul harmony (2) ‘I'he
organ necds the touch of the master hand, 1t
is only an instrument, it has no power to
guldu or control itselfe  (3) Bat with the
best organ and the most <killful musician
there is silence until the wind, th+ breath of
God is poured into 1t then it is quickened
out of the duimbness of 1ts deut into the
music of its exaltation

The organ after all 1s 2 thing of time, 1t
suffers from change, gets out of tune, and
needs to be retuned. 1 am like the orzan, a
combination ol various powers, 1 must have
clear intelligence, ferv.nt enthustasm, and
consistent action. Free confession must he
come practice, creed must be turned into
character. I cannot draw this mus from
wiyself, 1 need the touch of Jesus Christ
He is the great master musician, gurding all
my powers into harmony Many are not re-
sponsive to his gentle touch ; they can. only
be made so by the inbreathing of the Holy
Spint.  Christ uses the influences of prayer,
the Word, the Sanc.uary ard the Sabbaths.
Through these His hand touches us : hutthe
Spirt must be within making them cffective.
Then we have the inward intensity, the v
ing will, and true Christian service. I'hus
our lives are tuned to the will of God, and
prepared for the celestial music.  Thus the
preacher unfolded  tor the  benetit of his
hearers the parable of the organ.

Riches.

Oh, what is carth, that we should build

Our houses here, and seck concealed

Poor treasures, and add field o fi I,

And heap 1o heap, and store ta store,

Sull grasping and still seeking more

While step by step Death nears the door ?
Chiristina Rossetti.
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A Shorter and Simpler Creed

pY REV. W. . HERRIDGE, D. .

On a recent Sunday the minister of &
Andrew’s Church preached a sermon which
has attracted a good deal of attention. e
cuguested a simpler creed for the Preshyter
jan church. e reproduce  his closin:
sentences :

“This 18 not pre eminently a creed-mak
And yet we must have a creed
some sort.  For my own part 1 could
along with this one which fell trom the lips
of the Master Himself 1 God so loved the
world that He gave His only begotten Son
that whosoever helieveth in Him might not
perish, but have everlasung life’ Every
essential doctrine of  Christianity seems |
me to he contained or implied in it
doctrine of G d's love, of man’s guilt,
Christ's Dvine power, of salvation throu!
faith m Him, of a life which reaches beyond
the grave, and which nothing can ever d
stroy.  And when Presbytenianism 15 ace
ed of being narrow, as it sometimes 15 by
those who do not know 1t 1 wish to say
with emphsis that no church in Christe
dom is broader in its tests for memberst
It is true that its ministers and elders
asked to give a general assent to the system
of doctrine set forth in the Westminster
Confession. I anyone understands 1t 1o
teach that certain helpless infants are da
ed from all eternity, 1 suppose he may teac!
that horrible falsehood, but 1 never heard
of anyone doing so. He may deal with
cction as a mysterious problem of Divy
caprice rather than as a palpahle fact, which
the free will of man perpetually dem

trates, but he does this on his own res)
sibtity.  In my humble ju lgment it w

be wise to remove all doubt s to wnhat
churcp teaches by s ich a resstatement of t
whole question as made it clear that
love of God 1s never partial - nor arbitrary
I do not think that either the piety ot
orthodoxy of the church would be njured
by a less elahorate and technical creed than
that of the Westminster divines, and
which revolved round the great central
that the compassion of the Father heay

is infimite, and that it covers all men

wBus while 1 hope to hive to see the day

when a simpler standard of farth will be hold
sufficient for those who preach the go
Preshyteran pulpits, it must be remembored
that as concerns chur h membership, 't
in Christ and obedience to Him' s all that
is required of anyone, With.n these bounds
there is toom left for wide divergence of
dividual opinion. No church - cou doask
less without ceasing 1o he a « hurch, and 1t
has always seemed 1o me that no ¢ hurch has
any right to ask more I'he Preshyte
fold is open Lo anyone who wants to nk
the cssentially Christian type of hfe his ow
and a reasonable measure of freedom 15 ¢
corded him in interpreting and lustrating
what 1s meant by it.  Our bhackbone nuay he
Seoteh, a hard backbone it seems to
[ rhaps, yet ungu \YI‘H\.Ih')‘ a strong one
jut our limbs and features are broadly hu
man, and nobody is shut out trom fellowe
ship with us if he belicves i our comn
Master, and 15 ne solved to follow Him,

wWhile creed thereforg, s of some ool
seuence 1s not everything,  The
could mike no more serious stk thin to
wenaty  theology  with Christiaty O
course, when God  gave us braine, He -
tended us to use them, I'he neglect ot in
elloctual culture is itself a minor ammo i\l
ity.  And there are no themes which wive
such am nsistent challenge to the cxercnse
of our mental powers as those conne ud

ing age.
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